
Military strike threat fades as Clinton says Iraq ‘backed down’ 


. WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
- . Tbe threat of an immineDC 
‘'-v' nailHaiy smke oa Iraq faded 
tiT;. Sunday as U.S. Piesidkit Bill 
V (Hinton said B^hdad had 
~:r,. ieckfid down” and bad 
r.' offoed^n compliance with 
' :< UK. wspoDs inspections. 

' Clinton said in a televised 
staiement . that Iraq said it 
would comply “fully” with 
'■Kk] UK. resolutions on weapons 
iospectums. 

V . *lnst night Iraq a^eed to 
the deoumds of the 
lafi iiitettialional community to 
coopens^ fiiliy with the Unit- 
r?. ed Nations weapons inspec- 
tors, ir^ has committed to 
' nncoaditicnai compliance;” 
.^7 ; Ik said. 

Clinton sttessed however 
a ;dedge was *‘not 
enou^" and Iraq ‘'must live 
'll . * tip to its obligatioas.” 

A day eariier Clinton had 
otdaed a massive military 
^ saike on Iraq and then 
. rescinded the oi^r when he 
learned Iraq might be backing 
'• dowiL 

1^ ' Defence Secretary William 
Cohm descdbed how close 
^smtdoff with Iraq came to 
• spfllihg over into miliiaiy 
> OMfKcL-. 

j‘- It was close, and I would 
say veiy close," Cc4i^ said. 

securiQ' advisor 
Sandy B^ec. who joined 
(jdieii at a press conference 
'5 3C? ajbe v^ute House following 
3 fffl C^btcHi’s staien3ent, said diat 
if Iraqi President Saddam 
_ r.^.-Hifiseia did not live up to the 
“we are prepared tp 

.'X acL'V' 

. . f On Saturday tbe VtdtBd 
and Britain put plans 
' X'< £DT strikes on hdd after 
” fiaq inade a “positive” oflfer 
m lesurrq^on of inspections, 
io a fetter to UK. Secretary 


‘Syria 
;;^gave 
■^sweeping 
concessions 
to Turkey’ 

* rTli0 .NlCtKlA (AFP) — Syria 
' siveepiiig concesrions 

in Thdsy in a security axofd 
' itBtnxfflthwhichpiaaaeiidco 
I weeks of mounting temrioo. a 
' V, KKtofdie^raeinent obtained 

• f by AlPieveafed Sunday. 

■‘■''i; Not only, did Syria agree to 

• ' ;( oadf down on the rebel Kur- 

tfish Lshou* Fhfly (PKK) 
itself but k undereodc to use 
/ its bu^'mflueitce in Lebarion 
to fsess for a similar crack- 
dcnvnthere. 

' •r!'~ ''Synaalso agreed to detailed 
„ '.^1' Toddsb mnnimrinp of the 
" %reetneik’sinapfeirMS^ 

’ : the agreement was 

attPOonoaf hy Ankara on Oct. , 
% ^ Damascus would say only 
. thaLtbeze had been a “conver- 
. lace of view^” over the , 
; I alleged su{^xxt for the PKK 
ri...'.V had prcxiqjted Tlirldsh 
\ •" thteais of military action. i 

"The tvwo sides agreed to 
/.banratry activity aimed at 
Tlajcey's security and stability 

■ .,h ^ Syrian tetriioiy,” the ofB- 
{ \viti' rial Syrian news agency 
a Sana said. 

^ Damascus made no meo' 

J lion leader AbduUah 

. . ' Ocalaneviai ih oi»g h die agree- 

men! is widely believal to 
- V'- i*®"8ifisced him to leave Syria 
. ®td sw the search for a new 
^ .Whidi ultimately led to 
•\v;. Italy 00 Thuisday. 

.’•f ■ Tn the text, Syria pledges 
. . .. ***^ ofiiow,Ocalanisnot 

;..r; . ® Syrii„ Syria will take aD 
; ‘'.H, ■ *i^<%SsaiymeaAires to pevent 
■ : *E cbfeftam of the PKK ter- 
^ Wtht tg ganfeation fmm enter- 
itub Syrian territory ai^ 

■ its autiiorides ^ 

".‘T.r^^points © effect 


General Kofi Arman 

Berger later Saniiday 
rejected that offer as unac- 
cepcfole, saying an annex to 
the message contained coorh- 
tions on the resumption of 
inspections. 

U.S. Secretary of S t a te 
Madeleine Albright earli- 
er Sunday cut short a visit to 
Kuala Lumpur to return to 
Washington as tension con- 
tinued to build. 

However. CTlinton said Sun- 
day tbe Iraqis had ^Ued out 
tb^ total comj^ance in three 
additional lett^ to tbe U.N. 
Security Council delivered 
late Saturday, after the state- 
ment Berger rejecting tbe 
initial offer. 

dinioD said tbe additional 
letters addressed tiie “boles” 
in the original Iraqi response, 
and “eiqrlicitiy revdceff* pre- 
vious Iraqi decisioos in 
August and October to sus- 
perid cooperation with UK. 
inspections. 

TTiey made it clear tiiat 
“they would not just let the 
inspectors back in to wander 
around in a very large coun- 
try, but that their coc^)eraiioa 
until them would be uncondi- 
tional and coo^leie.” 

Tbe Security Council was 
meanwhile set to meet in 
New York to formulate a 
response to tbe Iraqi (xt^iosal. 

The 15 Security Council 
members have been inching 
tcrwaid a consoisus leacritm 
affer a closed^ocnr debate 
Lasting several hours late Sat- 
urday, c^omats in New York 
said. . 

In that debote, Wasitingtoo 
and London — seeking writ- 
ten clarifications- to assure 
that Iraq’s off^ was uncoodi- 
tional — were the only hold- 
outs preventing a consensus 


U.S. lists 5 obligations 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — U.S. President Bill Clinton Subt 
day listed five obligations tiiat must be fulfilled for tbe Unit- 
ed States to judge that Iraq has complied with UK. resolu- 
tions. 

“Iraq has backed dowa but tiiat is not enough. Now Iraq 
must live up to hs obligations,” Clinton sdd aia White House 
press conference Sunday moming. 

The U.S. president hs^ the following five obligations: 
"First, Ir^ must resolve all outstant&g issues raised by 
UNSCOM and the IAEA,” Clinton saiH 
"Second, (Iraq) mu^ give inspectors unfeoeied access to 
and to momtcr aU sites they choose, w^ no restric- 
tions or qualifications, consistent with tbe memorandum of 
understai^g Iraq itself rigned with (UK.) Secretary-Oen- 
eral OCofi) Aiman in Febru^” Clinton said 
“Third, it must turn over all relevant docinnenis,” he said 
‘Tourtti, it must accept all weapoos-of-mass-destruction- 
related resolutions.” 

“Flftfa, it must not interfere with tbe or the 

professional expertise of the weapons inspectors.” Clinton 
said 


at the marathon coundl meet- 
ing. Annan swiftiy responded 
to Clinton's statement, saying 
"President Ginton's states- 
man-Iike response will be 
welcomed by the entire inter- 
national community," his 
spokesman Fred Eckhard told 
AFP. 

In Baghdad tbe ruling 
Baath Patty's newspaper A1 
Thawra said “the wise deci- 
siCKi of the Iraqi leadership 
has pulled the mg out fiom 
under the feet of the U.S. 
adruinistration” 

Saddam’s offer to work 
with UK, inspectors, reveis- 
iog a break-off in cooperation 
announced OcL 31. was "not 
taken out of fear of tbe U.S. 
threats but because of our 
sense of responsil:^iy and a 
balanced appreciation of the 
situation.” it s^d 

In contrast to a positive 
assessment fiom Annan, 


Wa^ungton objeaed to an 
annex of tbe letter to the sec- 
retary general. 

In & letter itself, Iraq 
reversed its break with the 
UK. Spedal Commission 
(UNSCOMl in charge of dis- 
arming the country. 

But tiie attached annex 
called for assurances ov*er a 
"comprehensive review'* on 
sanctions pn^sed by the 
Security C^cnmcil. 

An oil embargo linked to 
UNSCOM 's work has been 
io force since Iraq's 1990 
im'asion of Kuwait. 

In a bid to buOd a consen- 
sus. Giotou. British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair and 
French President Jacques 
CSiirac held a telephone con- 
ference laie Saim^y on the 
Iraq crisis. 

The United States had 
meanwhile pressed on with a 
military buildup in tbe Gulf. 



Air specialist, Mark Wanlers from Burton, England, checks (he avionics of a British Tornado fighter-bomber plane 
at the All A1 Salem Airbase near Kuwait City on Sunday. Iraq agreed to resume cooperation with weapons inspec- 
tors in tine with U.N. resolutioits (AP photo) 


and a massive dqjioymeni of 
U.S. military personnel con- 
tinued as planned amid scep- 
ticism over Iraq's offer. 

More tium 130 U.S. mili- 
tary aircraft and some 21,500 
troops w’ere c^red to the 
Gulf last week, almo^ dou- 
bling tbe Ui». force already in 
theie^on. 

When folly deployed the 


U.S. military buildup is set to 
bvolve some 44,000 soldiers, 
sailors, aviators and support 
personnel fiom the army, 
navy, air force and Marines. 

It was the second such 
deployment this year. Mili- 
tary strikes were oanowly 
averted in February when 
Annan struck a lasc-minuie 
deal in Baghdad on arms 


inspections. 

Amid the uncenainty, the 
United Nations has held off 
on returning more than 180 
humanitarian personnel to 
their posLs in Ir^. They were 
evacuated Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

UNSCOM has also pulled 
its staff out of Iraq. 

On the sireeLs of Baghdad 


residents greeted their gov- 
ermneni's pledge to work 
with UNSCOM with a mix- 
ture of relief and hope that it 
would bring the lifting of 
sanctions closer. 

Karim, a 26-year-old doc- 
tor. said it was a victory for 
Iraq because it "moved ttogs 
along and got tbe embargo 
back at the top of the new's.” 



Palestinians, Israelis clash 
over West Bank land seizure 


A Palestinian youth throws a rock at Israeli soldiers as 
clashes break out on Sunday near the Palestinian vil- 
lage of Al Khader in the West Bank (AP photo) 


AL KHADER (AFP) — 
Dozens of Palestinians clashed 
Sunday with Israeli tnx>p5 
buUdc^g Arab land near heie 
for construction of a spedal 
road foe Jewish settlers. 

ViUasers cried to block the 
bulldozers and then threw* 
stones at the soldiers, who 
responded witii tear gas and 
riibber-coated metal bullets, 
witnesses said. 

Se\«ial I^kstiruans were 
taken to hospital suffe^ 
fiom tear gas iibalation. 
inclutfing a member of the 
Palestinian legislath'e councU. 
Salah TamarCthey said. 

Tbe inddent occurred near 
diis village soutii of Bethle- 
hem wh^ tbe Israeli govern- ■ 
ment last week authorised the 
sdzure ofhundreds of hectares 
of Arab land for the construc- 
tion of a "by-pass nxKf' for 
Jewish settlers. 

Israel decided to build a 
dozeo such roads i/i connec- 
dcHi witii the transfer of more 
West Bank land © Palestinian 
control under (he River 
interim peace axord signed 


with tbe Rilestinians last 
mouth. 

The roads ore designed © 
pemut Istaetis to travel © and 
between Jewish seolements 
without driving thnnigh areas 
under Palestinian rule but 
F^estifuons say purpose is 
to expand l^li conool over 
territory' ahead of negotiations 
ctfi the final ixxders of the 
f^festinian entiO'. 

ViUagos in M Khader said 
army bulldozers began iq?rooi- 
ing hundreds of diw trees and 
vineyands in tbe area a week 
ago. but stepped to pve resi- 
(fents time to exercise their 
right c€ appeal agitinsi land 
confiscaticxi in Israeli courts. 

‘They stopped for a white 
but then reasiied Sunday 
nKening even chough the 
courts took no actkrn,” said vfl- 
l£^er Khader Salah. 

"We will defend our land at 
any cost and wDl not allow 
di^ to confiscate our land.” 
Salah told AFP. 

The change in amw policy 
followed a decision ITiursday 
by Prime Minister Benyanirn 


Netanyahu aixl his top securi- 
\y officials © go ahead with 
the by-pass road programme. 

IstkI is due to begin tbe first 
phase of West Bank pullbacks 
later this week, although tbe 
withdrawals could be jee^nar- 
disied by a tow between Israel 
and i^estinian President Yass- 
er Aialat over his declared 
intention © declare unilateral- 
ly the estat4ishment of a Pales- 
tinian state next year. 

Ibrahim Ayyad. a member of 
tbe Palestinian National Coun- 
cil. or parliament-in-e.\ile. 
condemned tbe Israeli land 
confiscatiems as a violation of 
clauses in tbe ^^ye River 
accord barring "unilateral 
actions" that change the statuv 
quo in the occupi^ tetriiories. 

‘This is a conscious provo- 
cation timed to coincide wiili 
©day's anniversaiy” of a J 9SN 
PLO declaration of indepen- 
dence, he said. 

“They have used excessive 
violence and this is a sign that 
Israel doesn't want peace.” he 
said have © force them 
© accept peuce.'' 


Parliament will 
meet on Nov. 1 9 


AMMAN t J.T.i — A Royal Decree was issued Sunday sum- 
moning Parliament for an extraordinary session on November 19. 

The decree issued by HL< Royal Highness Crown Prince Has- 
.siin. the Regent said the com eniug of tbe extraordinary session 
was in accordance with Article S of tbe Constitution which 
stares; "If ihe King's absence from the counoy extends for more 
than four months and the National .Assembly is not in session. 
Parbament shall be summoned immediately © consider the mat- 
tec ‘ His Majesty King Hussein has been in the U.S. undeigoing 
medical treatment since July 14. 

Accordingly. Pariiamem vv*ill convene briefly on Thursday fora 
session chair^ by the speaker of the Senate. 

On Nov. 9 Nhnrsier of Information Nasser Judeb said die meet- 
ing will only be a formabtv' since King Hussein 'is in the U.S. 
receiving medical treaimem and the teoson for his absence is 
known. During ilie version the prime minister is expected to 
addrc's'' ihe ■j'-'.cmbK ouilinine ihc ivasnii fnr the Kind's absence. 


Arafat; ‘Our weapons are ready’ for statehood 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
( AP) — Despite U.S. efforts 
to jump-start the Wye . 
accord, rhetoric escalated 
Sunday with Palestini^ 
President Yasser .Araiai 
renewing threats to declare a 
state next May and warning 
“our weapons are ready. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu coun- 
tered that Arafat's threats to 
bypass negotiations and 
declare as state cast a "ver>' 
dark shadow” over the peace 

process. . 

The sharpening rfietonc 
came as U.S. envoy Dei^s 
Ross tried to get both noes 
to implement the \>^e Riwr 
jnemorandum, which 
for a 1 3 per cent Israeli witn- 
drawal fomi the West Bank 


in exchange for stepped up 
Palestinian security mea- 
sures. 

Ross met with Israeli 
Defence Minis ter Yitzhak 
Mordechai on Sunday, and 
Israeli and Palestinian nego- 
tia©r$ were scheduled © 
confer later in the day. 

Palestinian officials indi- 
cated Arafat's sharpened lan- 
guage came in response to 
Israeli threats to annex parts 
of the West Bank and as a 
result of the delay in imple- 
menting the West Bank 
withdrawal agreement 
The first pullback had been 
slated for Monday, but Israel 
said it would be delayed for 
a matter of "days.” 

Speaking to members of 
his Fateh faction in the West 


Bank town of Ramallah. 
Arafat was quoted by Pales- 
tinian reponers as saying: 
"Our weapons are ready, and 
we are ready to use them if 
they ban us fiom praying in 
JemsaJem.” 

Defying Israel and the 
United States which have 
urged him to drop the 
demand, Arafat said. "'We 
will declare our state on the 
4th of May next year. This is 
our ri^L..." 

Arafat spoke © a group of 
Fateh officials fmm occu- 
pied Jerusalem who had 
been barred firora holding a 
meeting earlier in the day in 
that city by IsraeU police 
(see page 12 stoty). 

(Continued on page I2t 


Hamas: No plans for ceasefire 

AMMAN (AFP) — Tbe largest Palestinian activist group 
Hamas has no plans to halt attacks against Israeb taigeLs to 
smooth relations witii Yas.ser Arafat’s Palestinian Nadon:il 
Authorin' iPNAk s senior official of the moveDient said ben? 
Sunday. ‘TTiese reports are completely without foundation 
— any such decision can only be tak’en by the leadership iM' 
(Hamrui's military wing] the Izzeddine Al Qas^m 
Brigades,” Hamas spokesman Ibrahim Ghosheb told AFP. 

'Ko member of Hamas' political leadership has the 
authority © decide on such a ceasefire.” he said A leading 
Hamas moderate hinted Friday that the movement might 
suspend attacks on Israeli laigets in return for an end to a 
sweeping oaclcdown which the PNA launched la© last 
month. 

We “understand that there should be nothing that will 
^bairass tiie authemty coflcemiog its commitments” under 
agreements with I^ael, Ismail Abu Shanab told AFP in Gaza 
City. His comments followed a meeting with Hamas's spir- 
itual leader Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, w'ho has been under 
house arrest in Gaza since (3ci. 


On the occasion of 

The Prophet’s 
Ascension 

Arab Bank is honoured 
to convey to 

His Majesty 

King Hussein 

and to the Arab and Islamic 
nations its felicitations 
and best wishes 
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Iranian president urges 
free flow of information 

run media 



PROTESTS FOR OCALAN'S RELEASE: An Iraqi Kurdish refugee woman wearing a white vest with ‘hunger 
written on it Sunday walks with her son in Athens past a Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) flag durii^ a sup- 
port rafly for Kurdish guerrilla leader Abdullah Ocalan. Hundreds of Kurds are on hunger strike to protest the 
arrest of the PKK leader and to push for Italy to grant the PKK leader and Ibrkey’s most wanted man political 
asylum (Reuters photo) 

Lebanon moves to end controversy 
over street for Syrian president 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
President Mobammad 
Khatami urged the state-run 
broadcast media Sunday to 
make sure they handled 
news “transparently" and 
allowed a free flow of infor- 
mation. 

“We must present every- 
thing transparently, without 
exaggeration or the creation 
of a personality cult around 
officials,’' Khatami said 
during a ceremony to 
launch a new broadcasong 
centre. 

“We deceive ourselves if 
we think we can hide news 
of world events from the 
people because they will 
somehow learn about- them, 
peitaps from irresponsible 
sources." he said. 


DAMASCTJS (AFP) — 
Iraqi Kurdish leader Jalal 
IbJabani held talks with top 
Syrian officials here this 
week, for the first time 
since 1996. aides told AFP 
Sunday. 

The leader of the Patriot- 
ic Union of Kurdistan 
fPUK), one of the two 
main rival factions in 
northern Iraq, met Vice 
President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam. the PUK's 
office here said. 

The meeting focused on 
“the situation in the region 
in the light of the crisis 
between Iraq and the Unit- 
ed Nations" and sought to 
“consolidate the longstand- 
ing lies between the PUK 


Since the 1979 Islamic 
revolution. Iran's state-run 
radio and television have 
been under the direct super- 
vision of the country '.s 
supreme leader, a position 
currently held by Ayatollah 
All Khamenei. 

In their news coverage, 
they often try to avoid con- 
troversial domestic issues 
and give limited air time to 
events in the West, often 
portraying them negatively. 

• Prime time news pro- 

• grammes are often given 
over to live broadcasts of 
speeches by Iranian officials 
to the exclusion of coverage 
of major world events. 

The president criticised 
the fact that “sometimes 
they make one-sided praise 


leader and Syrian leaders," 
it said. 

Tal(d>ani's visit to Dam- 
ascus comes hot on the 
heels of a visit to Ankara 
where he assured Turkish 
officials the PUK is not 
seeking to establish a 
breakaway Kurdish state in 
northern Iraq and will not 
assist Kurdish rebels in 
southeastern Turkey. 

The PUK signed a power- 
sharing agreement in 
Washington in September 
with its longtime rival the 
Kurdistan Democratic 
Patty, sparking concern in 
Ankara that the agreement 
was Che flrst step in the cre- 
ation of an independent 
Kurdiston' on its southeast- 


of an official here while 
[ignoring] important 
international news." 

“Our radio and television 
should not offer one-sided 
praise of the goveminent's 
policies, because this will 
have a negative effect and is 
an insult to people's intelli- 
gence." 

“In today's world, when 
people bav*e easy access to 
information, if we try to 
give one-sided news, people 
will turn to other media to 
satisfy their desire to be 
informed." Khatami 

warned. 

“In our country, people 
have questions which must 
be answered. Not to do so 
may hav'e negative conse- 
quences," he said. 


ern border. 

But Talabani assured 
Turkish officials that the 
agreement obliged the 
PUK to prevent rebels of 
the Kurdish Labour Par^ 
(PKK) using rear bases in 
northern Iraq in its long- 
standing rebellion in south- 
eastern Turkey. 

The KDP has helped 
Ankara combat the PKK in 
northern Iraq since May 
1997. but Turkey has regu- 
larly accused the PUK of 
backing the rebels. 

Syria itself signed a secu- 
rity agreement with Turkey 
lost month undertaking to 
crack down on the PKK 
following Turkish threats 
of military action. 


BEIRLT (AFP) — 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri formally inau- 
gurated a brand new avenue 
Sunday named fw Syrian 
President Hafez Assad, end- 
ing controversy over efforts 
to pay tribute to the coun- 
try's major powerbrofcer. 

Beirut counciIl(»^ ori^- 
naJiy planned to rename &e 
Avenue de Paris, the coi- 
tal's famed seafront 
esplanade, angering Freoeb 


ofRciaJs who successftilly 
lobbied to keep the name. 

Instead the Lebanese 
authorities decided to give 
the Syrian president's name 
to more than a kilometre 
long new road artery speed- 
ing travel to Beirut 
International Airport at the 
southern entrance of the 

.coitaj- 

“The avenue we are inau- 
gurating today... is a symbol 
of Lebanon’s, all of 


Lebanon's recognition, 
gratitude and loyal^ to the 
one wbo stood by durii^ 
misfortunes and helped in 
peace and towards reaching 
iL“ Hariri said. 

He paid tribute to Assad 
for “leading the liberation 
process against the [Israeli] 
occupation" of southern 
Lebanon and the Golan 
Heights seized by the Jew- 
ish state from S^a during 
the 1967 Arab-Istaeli war. 


He also thanked Assad for 
“answering the call of the 
Lebanese" in 1976, when 
Syrian troops first entered 
Lebanon "to prevent the 
[1975-1990] ci^ war from 
spreading." 

Hariri later uncovered an 
engraved marble plate com- 
memorating the avenue's 
inauguration which was 
also attended by S^an 
State Minister for Presiden- 
tial AiSairs Wahib Fadel. 


Sudan 
rebels kill 
more than 
30 northern 
merchants 

KHARTOUM (AP) — A 
1^1 ^oup has anad^ a con- 
voy of commercial tracks 
kiffing 34 nordtem Sudanese 
mochaiils in a southern town, 
a pfD-govemment newspqter 
reported Sunday. 

The daily Alwan quoted 
govemment sources in the 
Upper NDe state as s;QnDg die 
amck took place last we^ in 
die Khor Dmglawi area near 
the town of Renk. 4S0 kilome- 
ties soudi of Khartoum. 

The area is one die main 
trade certiies where northern 
Sudanese merchants sell their 
products and buy southern 
goods. 

The daily quoted the sources 
as saying the incident was the 
worst of its land since die out- 
break of the lefaeffion in 1983. 

It said the anadoexs also 
burned a track belonging to 
the govemment-owned 
National I^vek^xnent Foun- 
dation and killed some 
em^doyees. It did not say how 
many. 

Officials in soudiem Sudan 
confirmed the inddent Speak- 
ing on customary condition of 
anonymiO', diey told The 
Assodated Press that i^ls of 
die Sudan Peo{de's Liberation 
Anny (SPLA)alsoaitacl^a 
camp of the government's 
Popular Defense Forces in the 
area, killing and wounefing an 
unspecified number of sol- 

The SPLAhas been waging 
an insuneetkin ance 1%3. 
demanding greater autonomy 
from the Islamic-doniinated 
government for the mainly 
flwiqian and aniiniSL south. 
More than 1,5 niiUioo 
Sudanese have died in the 
fighting and consequent 
faminKs 


Iraqi Kurdish leader holds first 
talks in Damascus in two years 

Meeting covers U.N.-iraq crisis, relations 


Defence will not contest facts in case against Sheinbein 


Iran suspends pilgrimages 
to Iraq because of crisis 


TEL AVIV (.AP) — An 
American teenager appeal- 
ing an extradition order will 
not contest the facts of the 
case if he stands trial for 
murder in Israel instead of 
returning to Maryland, a 
defence attorney told 
Israel's supreme court on 
Sunday. 

David Libai. attorney for 
Samuel Sheinbein. said the 
case would focus on the 
mental condition of the 18- 
year-old from Silver 
Spring. Maryland, and 
would not involve Che high 
cost of bringing witnesses 
from the United States. 

“It will not be necessar>' 
to bring a single witness 
from abroad." Libai told the 
court. "We will admit to all 
the facts in the case. Our 
contention will be the men- 


tal con<fition of the defen- 
dant" 

However. Libai told the 
Associated Press during a 
break in the hearing that he 
would not describe the plea 
that would be entered or 
whether it would be inno- 
cent or guilty. 

“It could be insanit). or 
something like that I don't 
know." Libai said. 

The Sheinbein case 
caused an uproar in Israel 
and the United Staie.s and 
threatened reiatioas 

between the two allies. 
Members of the U.S. Con- 
gress called for delaying 
Israeli aid packages if 
Sheinbein was not returned. 
But the United States 
backed down when Israel's 
justice ministry rejected 
Sheinbein's citizenship 


claims. 

State attorneys led by Irit 
Kohn sought to reopen the 
issue of Sheinbein's citizen- 
ship. but the five-judge 
supreme court panel 
refused to deal with the 
question. 

In September. Jerusalem 
District Judge Moshe Ravid 
upheld Sheinbein's claim to 
Israeli citizenship but said 
that his ties to the counoy 
were not strong enough to 
shield him from prosecu- 
tion abroad. Israeli law 
allows for citizens to be 
tried in Israel instead of 
being extradited. 

The summary of the 39- 
page appeal argues that the 
lower court decision clear- 
ing the way for extradition 
“reflects only the desire of 
the judge to arrive at a cer- 


tain conclusion which is not 
anchored in the language of 
the law. and the longiiage of 
the law cannot support it" 
Sheinbein, who was sitting 
between two poiiceineD. 
wore a grey shirt and con- 
ferred briefly with one of 
his attorneys before the 
appeal hearing began. His 
parents were sitting at the 
end of the flrst row. 

Sheinbein's father SoL 
who watched the proceed- 
ings Sunday with trembling 
lip and sweat streaking bis 
face, told reporters he want- 
ed his son tried in Israel 
because be believed hU life 
would be in danger if he 
served time in a U.S. 
prison. 

the United States, bis 
situation will be v€^ diffi- 
cult, and it is possible that 


he could be killed in prison 
there. 1 am very concerned 
for hiiTu" said Sol. 

Sheinbein fled to Israel on 
SepL 21. 1997, two days 
af^r the mutilated body of 
Tello was discovered in the 
garage of an empty bouse 
near the Sheinbein home. 
Shortly after arriving, be 
was picked up by police and 
hospitalised briefly, suffer- 
ing from a drug overdose. 

Aaron Needle, a second 
suspect, hanged himself in 
April on the eve of bis mur- 
der trial was in Mont- 
gomery County, Maryland. 

Sheinbein claimed Israeli 
citizenship through bis 
father who was boro in pre- 
state Palestine which was 
under British rule before 
the Jewish state was found- 
ed in 194S. 


TEHRAN (AP) — Iran has 
suspended visits by Muslim 
pilgrims to Iraq because of 
the possibility of U.S. mili- 
tary strikes there. Akbbar 
newspaper reported Sunday. 

The government 
decided to step all Iranian 
pilgrims going to Iraq, said 
the paper quoting an 

iinnamptj I ranian official. 

The official said the deci- 
sion, made last week, was 


based on safety concerns 
and was indefinite. 

“The time to restart the 
trips will depend on the 
political and notary condi- 
tions in the region,’' tiie 
paper quoted the official as 
saying. 

Iran and Iraq agreed in 
July to allow 12,000 Irani- 
ans a month to visit the holy 
.cities of Karbala and Naj^ 
in southern Iraq. 


Mosques in the cities are 
the most sacred sites to 
Iran’s majority Shiite Mus- 
lims after those in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Iranians used to visit Iraq 
every year until 1980. when 
the two countries went to 
war and Iraq stopped giving 
visas. The war ended in 
1988 but ncK the visa 
restrictions. 



■IORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

12:05 Patman 

12:40 .Animated Oaxtic - .Alice 
in Wonderlands 

13:30 Duicover Magazine — 

Secrets o)' Science 

14:00 Feature Film -“Big Foot" 


15:30 David Copper Reid 

16:00 Neighbours 

16:30 .DesChifriresEtdesLeners 

17:00 .Thalassa 

18:15 WindaiMyBa-k 

19:00 Le journal 

19:15 French Prognumne 

19:30 News headlines 

19:33 Parenthcod 

20:00 .The Iniemei Cafe' 


20-J0 .Big Sk>>- The Sky is Calling 
21:15 Special Prograrrvne on the 
occasion ofAl Isra' and Mi'raj 

22:00 ... News in Enalish 

22J0 r.FA. 

23:10 ....Keeping UpAppearance 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:40 Fjjr 

06:00 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:20 Dhuhr 

‘ 14:16 'Asr 

1 16:40 Moghieb 

18:00 - -kha 


CHURCHES 

I SL Mai^‘ of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh.Tel. 592Q740 
Assembfies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
I Thrra Sancta Church Tel. 


JORDAN 


TIMES DAILY GUIDE 



4622366 

Anplirnn ChUTCh Tel. 
4624853/46248! 1. 

SL .Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5S65K97 

Gennan-qieaking Evangelkal 
Coi^[iiegation Tel. 568S4(U 
The EvangeDcal Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 581 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Td. 4654^32 
$L John the Baptist at De la 
Salle CoUege TeL 566 1 757 
Church of the .A nnundation TeL 
4637440 

Gredc Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Sweh 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 46^7.57 

The En^kh-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 46141^ 

Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

Hie Armenian Catholic Church 
477133! 

The Annenian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin siif^lied by ilie Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Rnc wcadier conditioru: uiU pre- 


vail with tempnaoires tending to 
rise .slightly. Gouds will appear at 
low altitudes and winds westerly 
muderaic. In Aqaba, winds will 

be northerly mcHtoate and seas 
calm. 

Mia/Max. temp, 

Amman. -..08/21 

Aqaba. - - 13/28 

DtserLs — -07/23 

Jordan Valley. .......14/29 

Yesterday's high tempeniTtires: 
.Amman 19 Aqtdsa 26 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 37 per cenL 
AqidM 29 percent 

Following arc the temperaiures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 

Ajioun 10/21 

Jerash - 17/28 

UmQays „l4/26 

Madaba 10/26 

Petra 09/26 

Dead Sea 19/32 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 


Dr. KhalldM'addL 

5661144 


..4751672 

Dr. Osama HnssdnL. 

1347289 

aMM\N: 


Al Salam Phai^a^ ..4636730 


Mayadah Pharmacy — SSJ7004 
RnknAIDawa Hunoacy .5536169 
IRBID: 

Dr. FayezAl QadL .(02(248743 

Fou'ad Pharmacy ...,((l2)2753ti0 
ZARQA: 

Dr. RandaShahin.....409)995710 
Nesdne Pbvinacy....(09^83562 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre. — .4637 1 1 1 
GvO Ds&noeDqxBimen_S66UIl 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescite 

4630341 

Civil Defence EmeTgency..„.„l99 
Rescue Moe 192,4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade. .4617101 

Blood Bank ...4775I2J 

Highway Police 5343402 

TraflBc police .4896390 

Public Security Dept .4630321 

Hotel Complaints .5605800 

Price Complaints 5661 176 

Vtaa'ASenerag:QiTf]larc 4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

A7871II 

Iblephone Information (diPKtory 

a^istance) 121 

Overseas Calls — .0132 

Central Ammon Telephone Repairs 

.4623101 

Abdali TeL Rqoirs 5661 lOI 

Jordon Televisi .,,-..„...4773lll 

Radio Jordan ........4774111 

Water Audtori^ ^80100 

J. Elecuicity Autiiwity ...5315615 

Electric Power Ca~ .4636381 

RJ Fli^ lnforniatioa...44- 53200 


Queen Alia Iml. Airport ....44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN; 

The Arab Centre for Heart and ^re- 

cialSuigeiy 5921199 

IhelsIamtaAbdli — J>666131/7 

Hussein Medkal Ceaire...,.38S6856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khaltdi Matenuty...-.^464428l/6 

Akiieh Maternity. .4643441/2 

Jabal Amman Maienii^-.. J612362 
Malhas. J. AmmaiL ......4636140 

Palestine. Shmdsani 

..,...,^607071 

Shmeisani Hospital ........560743] 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

Universi^ Hospiial 53S3444 

AJ-MuasherHo^tal ...5667227/9 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali .5664161/6 

lolmAI-MuhairBen .4777101^ 

Al-Bashit .4775111/26 

Amw. Marka ............4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospiial 5157100 

AnalHospind 5607155 

AJ Amal Cancer Centre _5353000 
ZARQA: 

Zojqa CovL Hospital— _(09.1983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

109)900560 

Ibn Sina HospitaL (09(986731 

A1 Hikma Modem Hospital 

.(09)990990 

IRBID; 

Princess Basina Ffo^ital 

(02)275555 

Roman Catholic Ho^ital 


(02)272275 

Sm A1 Nafoes Ho^tal 

(02)7101372, (02/7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

.(02)7102831. (02)7102011 

Speciali^ Hospital .(02)7 103 1(X) 
AQABA; 

Princess Ibya Hospital (03)20141] 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This informatipn is stqtpUed by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Ir^rmation 
department at the (^teai AM 
International Airport TeL 
(44^3200-5. where it Mjuld 
alnays be verged. Infirmation on 
odur flights can be ag^died on 
phene 44 (52700). It^rmadon on 
RayalWin^ flightscanbeswp^ied 
on phone 4S7520/-5 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FE^ris 


07:15 Sanu(RJ) 

08:30 DamasoK (RJ) 

08dS Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai, Abu Uial» (RJ) 

l(k03 Beirut (RJ) 

12:05 J4ew Delhi (RJ) 

16C15 London (RJ) 

16:25 Shaim A1 Shaikh (add) (RJ) 
16:45 New Yoric, Amsterdam (RJ) 
17:20 ............Cairo (add) (RJ) 

18K)5 Kuwait (RJ) 


18:35 -...Casablanca. Tonis (RJ) 
19dl5 Sbann A1 Shaikh (add) (RJ) 
20:30 ..Ban^k, Sbadqah (RJ) 
21:00 Sbann A1 Shaildi (add) (RJ) 


2L4S Caiio (add) (RJ) 

Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

00:15 .......Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

OSriXl ..Jakarta, Kuala Lampur(RJ) 

Other 

08:20 .Alexandria (BA) 

09:30 .Cairo (MS) 

lOHlO ... Khartoum (SD) 

U:20 Bahrain (GF) 

14-45 Doha(QR) 

15ril5 Vienna (OS) 

15:25 —Dubai, Abu Dhabi (EK) 

17:50 Jstanbul (SD) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

19:15 — - Rankfuit (LH) 

22dS 1fclAviv(LY) 

01:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

01:25 ..............Athens (OA) 


Royal 'Wings (RW) 

09:30 .Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

10:10 Aqaba (amving at Maika 
Aiipdtt)(RW) 

16dKl Aqaba (arriving at Marfca 
Aiipc»t)(KW) 

10:^ Aqaba (amving at Maika 
Airport) (RW) 

00:15 Tel Aviv (arriving at QAIA) 
(KW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) n^hts 


06:30 .Beirut (RJ) 

10:30 ....Brankfuit London (RJ) 
IIKIO Amsterdam. Qiia^ (RJ) 

13:25 SharmAl Shaildi (add) (RJ) 

15:55 Sbarro Al Shaikh (add) (RJ) 
18K10 Sharm Al Shaikh (add) (RJ) 
18:15 Cairo fRIi 

20:15 

‘Ml- XX 

Bahrain, Ddia (RJ) 

2I;15 


21:20 

22d00 



22s4S 


23:30- 

OO-JO 

. .. Tehran (RJ) 

............ yMw Dhabi (RJ) 

Other nights 

07:25 

P»rj<(APi 

09H15 


lO-JO 


11 dB 


14:10 

15:30 

15:35 

Bahrain (GF) 

— ...Vienna (OS) 

16:30 


18:50 


20dX) 


23:10 


02:25 


02:45 

Athens (OA) 


Royal Wings (RW) 



08:30 At^ (fiom Mazka Aitpot) 
(RW) ■ 


20:30 . Aqria (from QAIA MRW)! 
22dm .Td Ariv(frnnQAlA)(RW) 
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Iraq crisis prompts contingency 
plans by diplomatic missions 

Expected return of U.N. staff to Baghdad delayed 





POLICEMEN CELEBRATE KING’S BIRTHDAY: Policemen in Amman take a break from ofliciai duties Sun> 
^day celebrate His M^esty King Hussein’s birthday. Carrying flags and driving motorcycles with pictures 
ofthc Kins* they drove in a motorcade throughout the city to mark the King ’s 63rd birthday (Photo by Yousef 
'Allan) 

jKing receives messages marking birthday 


LSI - AMMAN (Petra) — His 
TQ.* Majesty. King Hussein on 
Sunday received messages 
^ of congratularipns on the 
>j * occasion of hiis 63rd binh- 
J day from’ King Fahd of 
' “ sidi Arabia, Iraqi Presi- 
deni Saddam Hussein. 
Saodi Crown Prince Abdul- 
lab .Ben. Abdul Axiz. 
V. Bahraini Crown Prince 
'.'I' : Sheikh Hamad Ben Issa A1 
Khalifeh and French Presi- 
^ dent J^que Chirac. 

The King also received 

^ messages of congratula- 

••• 


tions marking the occasion 
of Isra wal Mi'raj (Prophet 
Mohammad’s journey ip 
heaven) on Monday from 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh. Lower House 
Speaker Sa'd Hayel Srour, 
Senate Speaker ^id Rifai, 
the head of the Higher 
Judicial Council and the 
Court of Cassation, Taher 
Hikmat, the chief Islamic 
justice and King Hussein's 
Islamic affair consultant, 
the head of the Higher 
Court. Suleiman Awajan. 


Public Security Depart-- 
ment chief Nassouh 
Muhieddin. the director of 
the Intelligence Depart- 
ment. Samih Batikhi, Civil 
Defence Department 
Director Theeb Maani. the 
commander of the Palesdo- 
ian Liberation Army, Faisal 
Fahpum. Amman Mayor 
Nidal Hadid and Amman 
Governor Talat Nawaiseh, 
as well as other senior offi- 
cials. 

Meanwhile, under the 
patronage of His Royal 


Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent the 
national committee in 
charge of celebrating 
Islamic holidays today will 
hold a religious celebration 
at the meeting hall of the 
King Abdullah Mosque to 
commemorate Isra wal 
Mi’raj. 

Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic AlTairs Abdul 
Salam Abbadi and a num- 
ber of Muslim scientists 
will deliver speeches at the 
event 


By Franoesca Cir^ 

AMMAN — Diplomatic rais- 
sic«s Sunday wens nishing to 
prepare and implement emer- 
gency evacuadoQ plans as vt^ll 
as readying to accommodate 
hundreds of their nationals 
evacu^ed from Iraq and 
expected in Jcodan 1:^ last 
ni^t or today. 

Reservations for researcbos 
and schdars at tereign centres 
and inaimtes in Amman were 
cancelled in onte to accommo- 
date personnel aod frarnilfes of 
dipknnais coming from Ir^. 

Some embassy starred trac- 
ing dteir nanonals residing in 
the Kingdom to enquire ^out 
their passpot niimb^ current 
whereabotds. aiuJ ielephooe 
numbers where they could be 
reached 

However; dtzng seamiy rea- 
sons, most diplomats in 
Amman declined release 
either the details of the evacua- 
tion pdans or the number of 
people they were eiqiecting to 
active finom Iraq. 

Meanwhile, a UJ^. 
spokesperson announced that 
the UJ^. humanitarian person- 
nel evaoided to Jot^ late last 
week win remain here while 
the Security Council continues 
its talks on the latest haq^ criris. 

“Because of the extended 
Security Council deliberations, 
h has bren dedded that the staff 
should remain in Amman for 
die time bdng." Eric Fait told a 
press conference. 

In the larest crids over antK 
in^McticMis. more than 100 


members of U.N. humanitarian 
agencies left Ba^idad for 
Amman on Wednesday follow- 
ing U.S. threats of militacy 
strikes. Dozens of arms inspec- 
tors and other intemationaJ per- 
sonnel were instead flown to 
Bahrain. 

UX humaniiarian staff 
arrived here on Thursday after- 
noon after a “nightmarish'* 30- 
journey by bus covering 
the I.(XX) I^omeoes between 
the iraqj and Jordanian capitals. 

Iraq has aigued that the deri- 
sion to evacuate UJM. person- 
nel was taken unilatei^y 1:^ 
the U.S. and that Secretary' 
General Kofi Annan was not 
even aware of the evacuation 
plan. 

Upon arrival at an Amman 
hotel on Thursday. UNDP 
5pc4xspeisoQ Abditilah Odeh 
leporters that he had “no 
reascxis to believe that the 
[evacuaticfli] derisioD was not 
made in the appropriate cir- 
des." but added titat he did not 
have other infcxmation on the 
issue. 

In an initial positive assess- 
ment ofan Iraqi offer on Satur- 
day to restore cooperation with 
the arms inspectors, the UJ^. 
had planned to send bock its 
humanitarian staff on Sunday. 

But the decision was reverb 
following U.S. objections that 
the Iraqi offer appeared to be 
conditional. 

U-S. Presideat Bill (Ttinton 
stated lare yesrerday that Iraq 
had avoided a military strike for 
the time being, but was 
required to fully comity with 


resolutions and allow 
unfettoed access to arms 
in^ieaors. 

U.N. ofiScials were not avafl- 
able \aSL night to say what effea 
Clintcxi's statement would have 
on the h umani tarian personnel 
currently in Amman. 

“We are anxious to have 
them lecum as soon as possiUe 
and to return to full ope^on as 
soon as possible." Fait said at 
yesterday's press conference, 
before (Eton's sta^ent 

He had added that a 50- 
strung skeleton staff had 
remained in Baghdad and that 
stocks of food and medicine 
supplied under the ml-for-food 
programnte were not in danger 
of running out soon due to the 
slowdown in the |xugramme 
because of ibe lack of person- 
nel. ' 

“Stock positions ri^t now 
are fairiy satisfacmry. It is 
soDoediiDg that is manageable 
for the time beii^. and there are 
no real concerns at present," 
Fait had sakL 

Evacuation plans for Euro- 
pean nationals were being 
co(xdinated by the Austrian 
embassy, wbc^ government 
cuiiently bolds the six-mcnih 
rotating presidency of the EU. 

(3rdm had come from Brus- 
sels to set up emergency plans 
for Europe Commissim 
offices staff, while most West- 
ern countries were reducing to 
a handful ffieir lepresent^es 
in Iraq. 

‘The situaticn in Baghdad 
seemed normal — if one can 
use this word about a country 


which has been under embargo 
for seven and a half years,” s^d 
one Itahan offidal who arrived 
from the Iraqi capital <xi Thurs- 
day. 

Sources close to the Oiiiiese 
embassy yesterday said that 
some 100 Chinese diplomats 
and tiirir families had been 
evacuated and were expected 
in Amman today. 

Jordan, for its part has 
brightened security, officials 
said 

A two-day leave for security 
personnel on tire occasion fk 
His Mqesiy King Hussein's 
birthday, which fell on Samr- 
day. was cancelled because of 
fe^ that a government ban on 
pro-Iraq r allies could be defied 

TTie gov'emmeot. worried 
about a repeat of po-Iiaq fer- 
vour dining the 1990-1991 
Gulf crisis, banned pul^ 
demonstrations of solidarity 
with Baghdad last Bebmary at 
the hri^i of the last m^cx- 
UN.-Iraq standoff. 

lotemational news ^ndes 
quored ofiQcials as saying that 
defences would be stiengih- 
ened on the heavily patrolled 
desert bon^ with Iraq m case 
any U.S. mflitaiy action led to a 
refugee influx. 

During the February stand- 
off. Jorc^ said it was wining to 
provide asristance to the 
people, but only on their 
national sofl. 

Plans were leaked to the press 
then that Jordan was planning 
to he4> in setting up camps on 
the Ir^ ride of its 100-kiIome- 
ire border with Iraq. 


Queen commends 


"^efforts of Jordanian 
ipfnmunity in Germany 


(Petra) _ — Her;.' 
.Maje^ Queen Noor ha^'^ 
ffld His Majesty King Hus- 
sem is completely cu^ of 
AQ Ids iOsess after tespondiiig 
positively to 
cbmotherapy treatment at 
fbeMtHpO'C^c. 

I r The (^ueen added that the 
^ fKmg wffl Fetiizn soon to Jor- 
dan after die completion of 
.. \'3Dous.stages of treatment. 

The Queen's announce- 
'i mem was part of a message 
' .,f; 10 a m^r celebration organ- 
ised die Jordanian com- 
inuniQr in Gomany on King 
' ',.v Ihiss^’s bhdiday. 

, ^ J ; . Con\'eyuig the message on 
die (Queen's behalf wa.s Sami 
Gammo, council member of 
A1 Hussein Foun- 
dation (NHF), who also 
'idayed to the Jordanian 
. ominunity the deep appreci- 
^ of^ King a^ (^een 
i rffeec nmnninhy ^’g effcats tO 
; Oieqg^n Jordan’s relations 
jQ0!*Mt Gem and other 
jO^nSSofis.' ■ 

I In tbe address at the cele- 
batioD, organised in Bonn 
on ■ Saturday evening, the 
•— Qoeen said die Kingdom has 


been foUpwingwith-appreci: 
ation -and* odinifnfioir'« ffie 
activities of the Jordanian 
community in Gennany and 
their continuous efforts to 
help in tbe development of 
their homeland. 

-The Qaoen outlined dre 
NHFs activities and pro- 
granunes since its establish- 
ment in 1985, noting that the 
foundation has been mstru- 
mental in alleviating poverty 
and helping address unem- 
ployment through pro- 
grammes and projects rimed 
at improv'ing tbe qualit)' of 
life of Jordanians, particular- 
ly in rural regions. 

Jaber Ramahi, a prominem 
Jordanian community mem- 
ber in Gennany, announced 
during the celehrriions that 
he was donating DM20,000 
(approximately $12,0CX)) to 
the NHF. 

Jordanian Ambassador to 
Germany Hussein Hamami 
delivered an address outlin- 
ing the Kingdom's develop- 
ment under King Hussein 
and his efforts to achieve a 
comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East 



The Kurdi family 

Twins born on King’s birthday 
named after King, Queen 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Twins 
bom on Satiny, His M^es^ 
iOng Hussein's Inrihday, to 
Fares ai^ Kifyah Kurdi from 
Amman were named Hussein 
and Noor after the King and 
Her Mgesty C^ueen Noor 
The ^ weighed 3.1 kilo- 
grammes and xtis boy weighed 
23 kilograinmes, anxirding to 
Hashem Hroub. the obst^- 
cian who ctxiducted tbe deliv- 


ery. Hroub added friat die 
inotiier and die twins were 
dcuigweil. 

said the parents were 
expecting the delivery to take 
pl^ on Nov. 19 raffier than 
Saturdav. 

decided to go ahead 
\rith the delivery, but die posi- 
tion of die twins nsquii^ a 
caesarean section.” said 
Hroub. 


Eiqxessing deli^ over die 
coin^kace and diankiiig the 
doctor and the bc^phal staff, 
the pare n ts said tbe>’ were 
[xoud to have the twins bom 
on die King’s Urdidg*' and 
derided to name them Hussein 
and Noor because tbe ^g's 
birthday was vecy dear u> ihra 
hearts. They bofe wished tbe 
King a qi^ recovery and 
safe return home. 


What’s going on 


. i 




(L-' 

r*‘ 


i','' 


ItWCEKIS 

* Musical perfo mi ance by ihe German Mflitaiy Music-Cotps and the Jordan | 
jAniiBd ficoes^iilflav' Band a ife Palaw of Culmre on Tussda>' Nov. 17 at 

pjn.iTTici»iKerL held under Royal panoiu^ mafes His Wngj 


^■•l.^CSnsstalTO^perib^^ 

on Tuesday N«’. ITatTiXJpjn. 

ULM 

* bcHuittB ei un couflta'* at d» Frcndi CUiuial Jabal Wab^ 

^ &30 jun. and 8:30 pm 

J ’'■A CcmiF»rfimsiv<tfistoiiod Review irf More 

Euaystnos ja Joidaa by Dr. Hans-Diesr Bienot at Goeihe- 
I^AnananonMondavNov. I 6 ai 6 .' 00 pjn. 

“ 'Rules aMktefaodJ or Preserving and RestDring Histodcal Mwuim^ 
'•^IkHii^FisdicratGcttte-InsoaiLJa^ 

,99SaimiainAtto 

1^*1^ Leaws” at tbe JRF sbo^^T«m Jabal Amman (Tel. -I6130SI ). 
• •QosaoadrriCKTli^^ Moe-num {OOYfeasofGeman Aidiae^ 

■WAoi^kJ<«ta-(sponsHcdbylh=G=nmnPra^ 

1 ■ Aaafi{i<fiQBBk»derial)iiHmon(amiistvSusimaCMdi^^ 

h^andRau^AbuGhazafc^ 

ftnismaUiri Atman, of the ScconJCitrdiiunri/'^ . 


a^«fflNov.2IX . Cultural 

iigs I® Jantanian artist 
Aosnan. until Nov. 28. 


Slovenian a cappella group captivates 
audience in first visit to Jordan 


B>' Dana Abu Siani 

AMMAN — Ending their first 
OTur of (he Middle East, the 
Slovenian a cs^ipella group 
“Vrtnica Octet" perform^ a 
one-oigbt oily conoen in 
Amman last week. 

The octet's nqieitoire includ- 
ed sacral songs, clastdcri and 
national songs sung a c^^Ua 
— without ffie accompaniment 
of insDumeDts. Tbe was a 
harmonious blend of all male 
voices in bass, barnone and 
tenor. 

“As they are one (ff the best 
octets, 1 felt proud to have the 
chance to lisi^ to their beauti- 
ftil operatic voices.” srid Meta 
Hiyasat, a Slovenian woman 
oiairied to a Jordanian and 
reading in .^mman. 

A Jordanian woman who 
recently sp^ three weeks in 
Slovenia srid the experience of 
listening to eight different vctic- 
eswidi^theaeedofamicro- 
phone somehow made her feel 
connected to tbe petfcKmers, 
theugh she admiired difficulty 
in understanding them. 


*tc was beautiful and remuid- 
ed me of ray visit to Slovenia. It 
did not matto' that I (fid not 
understand tbem. music is a 
universal language.” added 
Geoigjna Sarouqa 

“Aiidjences have no difficul- 
ties fin not understanding]. Tbe 
perfomiers sing in their native 
langu^ as well as in Eng lish. 
Russian and Italiart People do 
not have to undostand the 
wcxds, because th^ rel^ to 
the muric,” Vnnica Oaa 
spoke^perscNi Maryana Rerai- 
asbsaid 

\frtnica Octet comprises fi\« 
amateur singers and three pre^ 
fessionak They founded their 
octet in 1981, in one of tbe 
youngest cities of Slovenia 
(pan of the fomier Yugoslavia), 
Nova Gcxica, located near the 

Tmh'nn bprripr 

Subsequently Vitmca Octet 
(meaning the rose, fee symbol 
of Nova Gorica) has over the 
last 17 yeara wesked hard, prac- 
tising three times a week for 
ap^zoximafely three hours a 
day under tiirir artistic dzreceor 
Aleksandra Penot to reach their 


level of peifrxmance. They ang 
to Slovenian and non-Sloveo- 
ian auriences in different coun- 
tries. 

Tbe gnsup gives peifor- 
mances on an amaietir baas 
and is sponscaed by banks and 
factories in their bomeUTwn. 
eoabUng ffie members to navel 
to Croatia. Italy. Belgium, 
Liechtenstein. Auaria. Ai^oti- 
naandBraziL 

Trauiing unde- the supervi- 
sion of ^ir maestro. Datko 
Shuligoy, and tbeir artistic 
diiec^ they plan to release 
dieir second ct) as well as a 
cassette soon. 

Tbe ringers said they wot 
sad to leave Amman, but were 
bc^Teftil to have a chance to 
ream 

Their performance in 
Amman was the culminadon of 
tbe coeperative effcns of the 
bonoiary consul of tbe Repub- 
lic of Slovenia in Amman, Issa 
Murad, dje secret^ general eff 
foreign affairs in Skjvetiia, 
Mi(±aek Logac and ti)e ,woik 
of Slovenian women in 

Amman. 


Two Egyptians executed 
for 1 997 double murder 

Fifth, sixth executions this year 


By jRana Busseini 

AMMAN — Two Egyptian 
oationals coavicred of rob- 
bing and murdering two 
people in March were 
banged last week at Swaqa 
Prison, judicial sources 
srid. 

Hani Fadi. 21. and his 19- 
year-old brother Hisham 
were found guilty of mur- 
dering 63'year-old Jubraeil 
Tgkandar Nioo and his 32- 
year-old secretary Fatinab 
Hanania in June 1997 in 
Amman. 

According to court docu- 
ments, the defendants plot- 
ted to Idli both Nino and 
Hanania because Hisham, 
who was employed by 
Nino, was continuously 
being humiliated by him. 


On tbe momiog of die 
incident the court stared, 
tbe two defendants went to 
Nino’s office with an iron 
bar and a swirebblade. 

Upon Hanania's arrival at 
tbe office, it said, Hisham 
struck her on tbe bead with 
the iron bar and stabbed her 
several times with the 
switchblade. Tbe two then 
pulled her body into tbe 
bathroom. 

Tbe court added that when 
Nino entered the office IS 
minutes later, tbe two defen- 
dants struck him with the 
iron W. The defendants 
then forced Nino to sign two 
blank checks before stran- 
gling him, the coun srid. 

The defendants stole JD40 
and some jewelle^ from 
the office, then fled to 


Aqaba, where they were 
apprehended by tbe 'autboh- 
ties two days later, tbe court 
said. 

Thursday's executions, 
tbe fifth and sixth reportecl 
this year, were attended by 
tbe prison's director, tbe 
criminal prosecutor, and 
lepresentatives from the 
Mufti Department, the Inte- 
rior Ministry, the Forensic 
Depariroeni and tbe Badia 
Forces, and other officials. 

Tbe executions were rati- 
fied by tbe Court of Cassa- 
tion. the Cabinet and a 
Royal Decree. 

Last year, 1 1 people were 
put to death after being con- 
victed of committing sever- 
al premeditated murders 
and sexual assaults against 
children. 


Society for physically challenged 
persons opens new headquarters 


By Subs Ma'ayefa 

AMMAN — In an effort to 
help disabled people become 
integrated in soriety and to 
improve their quafity of life, 
the Families and Riends S(xn- 
ety of Posoos with Disabilities 
recently opened its new' bead- 
quarios. 

The society. Ktablished in 
1991. suppem mentally and 
pdiyrically disabled chiklren 
aod adults who cuneotiy 
receive no services due to the 
severity of their disability, (heir 
advan^ ^ and. fer some, 
tbe long distances frrora their 
homes to centres that provide 
these services. 

Rima ZureOcaL diaiiperson 
of ibe stxoety, insisted that 
having siipi^groqjs for par- 
ents of childrw suffer 
frtan various disabilities helps 
them acc^ ifarir disabl^ 
children insread erf shunmng 
them. 

She explained that tbe socl- 
es develop^ after mothers of 
dialed children got togedier 
and started a sm^ support 
grcftip. 

‘'The mofoeis are without 
and they are suffering 
from negative attitudes... we 
thought of getting logeifaei; 
shari^ experiences and sup- 
porting each odiec, and becom- 
ing a pressure group to help 
enforce the law," Tureikat u^d 
the J(xdan Times to an inter- 


view. 

“By getting toget^. we 
leali^ that the intensity of die 
suffering is further aggravated 
due to tte feet that parents with 
disabled children ^ dirou^ a 
phase of self-denial,” she said. 

She stressed that awareness 
and acceptance leads to early 
inierveotioo and decreases the' 
chances of other coztqtiica- 
tions. 

“A mincx- disaltility. . . a very 
simple case mi^t become 
compUcared if props refaatnli- 
tation and early inte^ention 
are oegjected,” stressed 
Zureikai, whose own daugh- 
ter, who suffers frrom cerebral 
pal^. is now studying at a uni- 
v’erriiy m England 

The Worid Health Orgaoisa' 
lion estimaies (hat tbe number 
of those suffering from disabil- 
iiiesis neatly lOpercemofthe 
global populatioL In Jeadan. a 
10 per cent rate would mean 
around 400.000 pbyrically and 
mentally challenged dtizeos. 

A 1993 law granted disabled 
people rights in lenns of tfaeir 
iotegration into society, includ- 
ing education, medi^ treat- 
ment, ern^c^ment and a suit- 
able enviiCHunent feat would 
allow them freedom of move- 
meoL 

Tbe Families and Biends 
Society, which is mandated to 
promote and guarantee die 
r^us of pasens wife (fisabili- 
ties. cunendy cxioducts three 


programmes ran by 13 volun- 
teers in order to improve dis- 
abled people's quality of life 
and xo help integrate into soci- 
ety- 

One such ptograrame is the 
Tuesday SebooL which trains 
mothers and their children in a 
wide rang^ of educational and 
communicaikm skills. The 
acti\ities target ph>sicaUy dis- 
abled chilcfrm a^e fee age of 
five. 

In addition to pfaysiotber^y. 
some childien are (rained to 
read, and others who are 
unable to speak are tau^thow 
to use sign langua^, said 
ZureikaL She also pointed out 
feat parents are encouraged to 
follow up CMi programmes at 
home. 

Anofeer activity, fee Fonage 
Programme, is a hcxne visiting 
service for fanulies. Parents 
are trrined on how to deal wife 
their disabled children, frx>m 
birth to nine years. 

A ihiid programme, the 
"Riendship Clife,” provides 
recreational activities for youth 
aged 16 and older. It offers 
youngsters the chance to pur- 
sue a fevourite bobby and pro- 
vides a safe and stimulating 
emironment to enhanrp and 
{xtniKxe ridlls. 

Tbe new premises of fee 
society, located in Agan, were 
inaugurated under fee auspices 
of Her Rojyri Higfeiess 
Princess Majda. 
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52 Hindu pilgrims 
killed in Indian hilltop 
shrine collapse 


TRIVANDRUM- India 
( AFPl — At least 52 Hindu 
devotees were killed and 
more than 50 injured when 
a hill at a pilgrimage site in 
the southern Indian state of 
Kerala caved in beneath 
them, witnesses said Friday. 

Forty-one of the injur^ 
were described as being in a 
critical condition. The dead 
included three women and 
SIX children. 

The disaster occurred at- 
about 7:00 p.m. Thursday 
(1330 GMT) as pilgrims 
massed to view a “celestial 
light" at the Sabarimala hill- 
top shrine in Pathanamthitta 
district, more than 200 kilo- 
metres north of the state 
ctq^ital Trivandrum. 

An estimated 1.5 million 
barefoot Hindu pilgrims, — 
all dressed in black — were 
gathered around the site 
when the disaster occurred. 

The vast majority were 
male, with females barred 
from the site except for pre- 
pubescent girls and post- 
menopausal women. 

According to several wit- 
nesses. a partial collapse of 
the 18-metre hill uiggered a 
stampede which caused a 
larger section to cave in. 

“First, a small boy fell off 
when a portion of the hill 
gave way about five metres 
from the top. Then every- 
body panicked,” one wit- 
ness said. 

Police said there were at 
least 10,000 people on the 
hillside when the accident 
occurred. The majority of 
pilgrims were from Andhra 
Wadesh and the neighbour- 
ing states of Tamil Nadu 
and Karnataka. 


Most of the victims were 
either trampled to dea± or 
buried in the collapse, 
although witnesses said 
many were killed when they 
grabbed hold of a high-volt- 
age electricio' wire to ny to 
break their f^. 

Some fell as far as 12 
metres to their deaths. 

Police and firefighters 
headed the rescue, digging 
out those who had been 
buried in the collapse and 
ferrying the injured to hos- 
pital. 

“The pilgrims were help- 
ing out as best they could 
and at least 100 people were 
rescued from the pile of 
mud." another witness said. 

The tragedy occurred as 
the pilgrims were jostling 
for a vantage point to watch 
a ''celestial light” believed 
to appear in the sky at dusk 
on certain holy days. 

Police said many of the 
pilgrims had taken up 
places on the hill two days 
before. “They refused to get 
off the hill and the numbers 
just kept on increasing.” 
one officer said. 

Press reports said tiie 
breaking of a restraining 
rope was partly to blame for 
the stampede. Police said 25 
people died on the spot 
while 27 others died of 
injuries in hospital. 

The temple trust 
announced a compensation 
of 10,000 rupees (S238) to 
the families of each of the 
victims killed. 

Indian President, KJR. 
Narayanan, who was bom 
in Kerala, expressed “shock 
and grief' at the disaster, 
while Prime Minister Atal 


Bebari Vajpayee conveyed 
his “heartfelt condolences 
to the bereaved families.” 

Thurs^y's gathering was 
the culmination of a two- 
month long pilgrimage to 
the Sabarimala shrine. 

The pilgrims were carry- 
ing miniature models of the 
Sabarimala temple made of 
reed and decorated with 
candles and oil lamps that 
would later be set afloat on 
a nearby river. 

“Usu^y one or two 
Sabarimala pilgi^ die 
every year illness or 
exhaustion," said one state 
official. 

“This is the first time in 
more than five decades that, 
a tragedy of this scale has 
happened. We have ordered 
a probe but the shrine will 
remain open for another 
four days.” 

A police spokesman said 
the toll was bound to rise, 
given the condition of some 
of the injured. 

Indian pilgrima^ sites, 
often locat^ in isolated, 
inaccessible areas, have 
exerted a heavy death toll 
over the years, often as the 
result of Lll-prepar^ devo- 
tees ignoring official warn- 
ings. 

In 1996 more than 200 
pilgrims died when they 
were caught in a blizzard en 
route to the sacred 
Amamath cave site in the 
northern state of Kashmir. 

In August last year. 60 pil- 
grims were among more 
than 200 people who died 
when a landslide buried an 
entire mountain village in 
the northern state of Uttar 
Pradesh. 


Cambodian royalist party merges 
with former resistance partner 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodia's royalist 
nJNCiNPEC and its for- 
mer partner in resistance to 
strongman Hun Sen. the 
Son Sann Party, merged 
Friday in a bid to strength- 
en their positions. 

The low-key “welcoming 
ceremony" took place at 
the FUNCrNPEC’s party 
office in Phnom Penh. 

“We do this, but it does 
not mean that we are form- 
ing a front to fight any- 
one.” FUNCINPEC chair- 
man Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh said. 

“1 have to make it clear to 
the national and interna- 
tional opinion that we 
merge in order to recon- 
struct the royalist and plu- 
ralist democratic system," 
he added, saying the merg- 
er was planned “a long 
time ago.” 

Prince Ranariddh's 
FliNCINPEC is now in 
coalition with Hun Sen's 


ruling Cambodian People's 
Party (CPP). after spending 
years fighting it alongside 
the forces of the Son Sann 
Party and the Khmer 
Rouge. 

The Son Sann Party is the 
latest incarnation of the 
Buddhist Liberal 

Democratic Party (PLDP). 
one of Cambodia's oldest 
political forces which over 
the years has espoused 
nationalism, anti-commu- 
nism and republicanism. 

Son Sann, who during the 
1980s fought Hun Sen's 
pro-^fietnam regime in 
alliance with Prince 
Ranariddh and the Khmer 
Rouge following Viemam’s 
invasion in late 1978, 
retired from politics last 
year aged 87. 

'The reason we are raeig- 
ing with FUNCINPEC is 
that we want to regroup 
and strengthen our human 
resources, particularly the 
democratic and nationalist 


vote," a senior leader of the 
Son Sann Party told AFP 
Thuisday. 

FUNCINPEC won 45 
parliamenta^ seats in last 
July's election, against 62 
for the CPP. 

The election was the first 
held since the violent col- 
lapse of an uneasy power- 
sharing deal between 
Prince Ranariddh and Hun 
Sen in July 1997 which 
resulted from the historic 
U.N.-brokered polls of 
1993. 

The PLDP won 10 seats 
in the 1993 election but, 
following a split in 1^5, 
failed to secure any seats in 
last year's poll. Military 
conflict in Cambodia has 
died down with FUNCIN- 
PEC and the CPP burying 
the hatchet and with the 
collapse of the brutal 
Khmer Rouge, blamed for 
the deaths of up to two mil- 
lion ' Cambodians during 
the 1970s. 


Cambodia plans to cut 
armed forces, police by third 


PHNOM PENH, Cambodia 
(AP) — Hoping to attract 
more than $1 billion in for- 
eign aid. the Cambodian 
government announced 
plans Friday to slash the 
ranks of the police and mili- 
tary by a more than a third. 

The government will pre- 
sent a plan to demobilise 

55,000 soldiers and 24.000 
police officers o\*er the next 
five years at a Feb. 25-26 
meeting of major donors in 
Tolcyo. government 

spokesman Penn Thol stud. 

Cambodia's bloated civil 
service and military has been 
a major gripe of internation- 
al donors, who will be asked 
by the government to give 
$1.3 billion in aid over the 
next three years. 

Although Cambodia is 
enjoying peace for the first 
time in decades, military 
spending in recent years has 
steadily increased with the 
integration of thousands of 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas into 
the army. 


The military now stands at 

148.000 soldiers and the var- 
ious police forces have about 

64.000 officers, according to 
government estimates. 

Police spokesman Kfaieu 
Sopheak said Friday that the 
payroll for the police and 
military has become unman- 
ageable. Salaries for 
November and December 
have not been paid, and 
without a substantial 
increase in revenue, the 
shortfall is expected to con- 
tinue. 

“These two aimed forces 
^nd a lot of money,” 
Khieu Sopheak said. “But 
now that we are enjoying a 
peace of almost KX) 
cent, we want to shift this 
money to social welfare." 

Cutting military spending 
and jncr^iiig budgets for 
health, education and rural 
development is a repeated 
request from donors that 
have accounted for as much 
as half of Cambodia's bud- 
get in past years. 


Assistance was drastically 
cut in 1997 after Hun Sen 
seized sole power in a vio- 
lent coup, but a July election 
and the formation of a new 
government have paved the 
way for a return of desper- 
ately needed aid. 

Him Sen will also ask 
King Norodom Sihanouk to 
allow him to step down as 
commander in chief of the 
armed forces to silence criti- 
cism that the military is con- 
trolled by the ruling party, 
Penn Thol said. 

The military split along 
political lines during the 
coup, and reintegration 
efforts have hit several sna^ 
since Hun Sen struck a coah- 
tion deal his former rival. 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh. 

Hun Sen's army has 
accused forces loyal to the 
prince of allowing Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas to mix with 
their ranks to boost die 
strength of the royalist fac- 
tion. an accusation denied by 
Ranariddh's generals. 



A relative of a hfll collapse victim tries to identify bodies with brip of a policeman at 
Pathanamthitta hospital. At least 52 people were killed after tiie M-foot hill partially 
collapsed in southern Indian Kerala state dnriii^ an annual EQndu pilgrimage 
(Reuters photo) 


Congo peace efforts 
flounder once more 


LUSAKA (R) — A planned 
suiDmit of African leaders b 
Zambia to tring peace to ^va^ 
tom Demociadc R^^xiblic of 
the Congo floundered again 
Friday after a no-show by 
Congolese Prerident Laurent 
Kat^ and rebel fixces. 

Zamlnao President fiedetick 
Chfluba said the meeting, 
which was scheduled for 
Saturday, had been postponed 
to aOow legiona] defence and 
foreign mimsieis time to draft a 
framewoik document that 
could be presented to heads of 
state. 

Prospects for Saturday's sum- 
mit diinined after attempts by 
Chiluba to bicker face-to-fece 
talks between Congolese 
I^erident Laurent Kabfla and 
rebel leaders in the Zambian 
capital Lusaka faltered. 

Crxigo state larfio said Friday 
Kabila still refused to meet rep- 
resentatives of the rebel group- 
ing. the Rally for Congol^ 
Democracy (RCD). unless tb^ 
came to idnshasa. 

K^a repeated this position 
when he met Cbfluba b 
Lubumbashi. b soutiiern 
Congo, Tbuisd^, the radio 
said. 

“I should admit that I was 
over ambitious,” the govern- 
ment-owned Times of Zambia 
quoted Chiluba as saying after 
returmng to Zambia from a 


meeting with KabUa b die 
Congolese city of Lubumbashi 
Thursday. 

Ri^onal defence and foreign 
ministers already b Lusaka said 
they would bold closed-door 
in the Zambian aq)ita] 
over die next two or three ckys. 

came to an understand- 
ing ifata the ministers should 
fim thrash out a document that 
has die consensus of all die par- 
ties and then the prime minis- 
teis can come and ratify it," said 
Thnzanian Fordgn Minister 
Jakaya KOcweie. 

“On that basis we a^eed it 
would be premature to get die 
presidents to meet now. The 
summit wfll be called only once 
they have finished tbeir talks 
and agreed,” Kikwete said. 

Ministerial talks, indudbg 
ofBcials from the 14-natioa 
Soudiem African Development 
Cforamunity iSADQ, 

Oiganisation of Afiican Unity 
(OAU) and the United N^ons 
were sdieduled to start at 3 pjn. 
(1300 GMT). 

Kabila's Fordgn . Minister 
Jean-Chailes Akotto was due to 
attend die talks but no r^xeseo- 
tatives fiom die rebel R^ bad 
arrived b Lusaka. 

Kal^a — who is backed by 
forces from 2mbtbwe, 
Angola, Namibia and Chad — 
.has reftised to recognise the 
umbrella rebel group as a legiti- 


mate political and military 
force, but has offered to meet 
tibe rebels b his capital 
Kinshasa. 

In Namibia's cspital 
'Vi^dboek. a government offi- 
cial said Kabfla and his -allies- 
would meet on Sunday ID plot a 
wwahead-- a i*" 

Regional heavyweights, par- 
ticulariy South Africa, liave 
made rebel participation a con- 
dition of its bvolvement b the 
planned surantit, which has 
already been postponed twice. 

<2h0uba bad be^ spearhead- 
bg attempts to brol^ direct 
taliis between Kabfla and the 
rebel RCD, which is backed by 
Uganda and Rwanda, to end the 
six-month-old war. 

Forces of RCD leader Ernest 
Wamba dia Wamba oontzol key 
towns and cities b the east of 
tbe vast, mineral-rich former 
Zaire, including Kisangani 

want broader consulta- 
. tievL We warn to aflow tbe offi- 
cials already meetmg bae to 
work all round until after 
Sunday. *Tbeo 1 can call for die 
summit." die Times of Zambia 
quoted Chiluba as saybg. 

Libya’s foreign mbister is 
also in Lusaka foUowbg on 
from talks last month between 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadbafi and dia Wamba and 
also with U^nda Presideat 
Yoweri Museveni. 


Pakistani man jaiied for sex 
with Anwar to be reieased 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
A F^stani man jailed for hav- 
ing sex with sacked h&layrian 
Depufy RrenuerAowar Ibrahim 
w^ be released ne.xt week, his 
lawyers said Friday. 

Munawor Ahmad Anees win 
be freed Monday, two months 
before The end of his six-month 
jail sentence, said his defence 
ccui^ Balwant Smgh Sidhu. 
But another man accused of 
bavbg sex widi Anwar had a 
request to get his passport, back 
rejected. 

“Munawar gets one third 
remission from his sentence for 
good bdiavioun so be effective- 
ly only serves four monihs." 
Balwant told AFP, adding be 
would still pursue an cppeal 
against conviction. 

“My client will definitely 
want to proceed with his iqipeal 
case. He wants to clear his 
name,** he said. 

Munawar; an Islamic scholar 
who has written speeches for 
Anwar, is manied to an 
Al^ian woman and has two 
chUdim with Freodi nationali- 
ty- 

Balwant said Munawar was 
still being detained at a hospital 


psyduairic ward as “be needed 
some attention,” but declined to 
give details. 

Munawar w'as first admined 
to ho^irtal after be suffered a 
heart attack foUowbg his con- 
viction. He was later transfetied 
to the psychiatric ward and has 
remained b hospital. 

Munawar and Anwar’s adopt- 
ed bmher, $ukma Dannawan, 
are aiqwalmg their six-month 
sentences, which were banded 
down for sodomy m sepanue 
trials oa Sq>L 19, a day before 
Anwar him^ lf was arrested. 

Both alleged police forced 
iheni to confess they were 
sodomised by Anwac. now on 
trial on four comiption cbaiges. 
Sukma was releas^ on bail last 
mcaith penifrng his ^ipeaL 

But Sukma's af^Ucation for 
tiie renim of his confiscaied 
passport to enable him to go 
l»ck to Indcnesia to celebrate 
the Muslim holiday next week 
with his feinily was rgected 
Friday liy a high court 

Justice Ab^ Wahab Patafl 
was quoted as saying by die 
official Bemaxna news a^ncy 
bat Sukma had been convicted 
and yet to complete his jail term 


follomnghisb^ 

Tl will set a precedence if I 
allow this application,” the 
judge said. Sulim jusi smil^ 
whm he was approached by 
repoiten, Bemama added. 

It was unclear when Sukma 
will complete his jail term. His 
lawyers were not available for 
comment 

Anwar’s corruption trial was 
adjourned Thui^y until Jan. 
26, foDowbg a new ruling strik- 
ing all sexual evidence from his 
court record. 

The order was issued after 
state prosecutras amended 
charges against Anwar so they 
would not have to prove accu- 
sations that be engaged b 
homosexual acts or had an 
affaic. m a to sedt a convic- 
tion. 

Malaysiaa o^positioa leaders 
have slammed the move and 
called for tbe charges lo be 
dropped. 

Anwar, 51. was sacted on 
2 and arrested 18 days 
lattf after be led a massive rally 
t^ainst Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad He now 
feces to coenqition and sodomy 
charges. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Yeltsin drawsrcrtHcism 
. from.Moscow nuiyor 

(AP) — Boris Yelisin fawyec b a&e an appetf- 
,^oe in the KnamBn diis year, atitf hfoKX>w*:s.powerftiI luay^or 

^ dnrie^ "Russia, as aprei^^lid republic, 
dibiitd- have ;ari'. active {aerident.” Meadow Mayor Ym 
Luzhkov said. *!Weaie.bavmg pfobtems tot^.’^Ltahkov m 
a Vftitnn suppoheir for ye^ bUche has b^un opeofy critids- 
ing die-RussiaiiTeadec who has been side&ied by fllnesses in 
■T w^r mnnihs anti has sad almost nrthing about ttie Ctwntty's 
economic ciias. whidi hit fiw mondis ago. therde of the 
of state, wedceos, this affects ihe economy aid goire^ 
mgnt affeiis,” Luzhkov said. He made his lenoaiks tt) Swedish 










were ji^XMTed by news agencies. Russia celdirate 

several holidays at the hggbnbg of the year, and maiiy busi- 
nesses and government offices are clos^ feK* days ai a time. 
SdU, Ydtan had (banned Kremlm meetings for Thursday and 
Fiid^. bra abruptly caiiceOed them and lemaizied at his Gority- 
9 lesidenoe outside tiie cental Yeltsb remained ra his resi- 
dence Friday and-qx>ke by telqihone with the ptesideots of 
France and Finland. Yeltrin's aidk say the president is m good 
healdi and is woiidi^ daily at Goiky-9, a secluded, wooded 
letzera. Ydtsm with Bench Ptesideat Jacques Chirac to 
discus of bis planned vi^ to France on Jan. 28, the 
Interfax news s^^ency stud. The tip will be Yeltsb's first jour- 
no ^xoad since (>ctober, when he era ^HXt a visit Central Asia 
hffran.c^ rifniTiffgi;, H^waclgrwhftgpiraligerifinrtwn weeks with 
pneumonia. Yeltsb also spe^ witii Bnnish Beskfent Maitti 
Abtisaaii, and tbe Russian leader said be planned to visit 
Finland at srane pobt tins year, tiie Interfax news agency 
reported. Yeltsin. 67, has insisted he will serve out his term. 
whi(^ lasts until tire middle 2000. 


British minister asks for meeting 
with Germany on nuclear power 


LONDON (AFP) — Britab's indusoy minister has called for 
an urgent meeting with Getman Environment Minister 
Jueigen Trittin over Germany’s decisicxi to cancel lucrative 
contracts m nuclear fiiel rqnooessing, officials said Friday. 
Trade and Indusny Secretary Stephen Byers has asked for the 
meeting “as a maner of emeigeocy.” a spokesman said. Tbe 
British government is backlog protests from tire conqiany 
British Nuclear f^ls at Genus's deciskm to end the repro- 
cessing contracts as part of its plan to phase out nuclear 
power. *Tt is dear that there are binding contracts betwerai 
U.K. and Gemren co m panies and leners between U.K. and 
German governments containbg commitinents wiiich we 
expect to be hoodiied,” he said. have been m touch both 

at official and nunistraia] levels and have made this position 
clear.” Cermany's decisitm has also angeaed France, where 
officials predict tire loss of ttiousands of jefos and billions of 
dollars m revenue for their flrel r eprocessing industry. A 
spdeesman for British Nuclear Fud& which cpeitites tbe 
Stellt^ld reprocessbg in oonfawest England, am- 
finned that it was seelang compensation for the brealdng of 
the £1.2 billion worth of contracts. The contracts rqne^ 10 
per cent of tbe S^afidd reprocessbg iadlify’s buaness. 
Atout j 600 tonnes of German nuclear waste are at Sellafield. 
with only 56 toimes so fer reprocessed. 

Rugoya backs meeting of all 
Kosovo political forces in Vienna 

PRISTINA, Iriigoslavia (AFP) - — Kosovo Albanian moder- 
ate political leadra Ibrahim Rugova expressed support Friday 
fora meeting of “all political forees” of Kosovo Albanians as 
planned by die OSCE m Vienna. “We are workbg rowaids 
the organisation and boldmg m Vienna of a gatiiedng of all 
politick forces institutions m Kosovo.” Rugova told 
reporters here. *T am always ready. 1 am the president of 
K^vo and my doors are always open. We are preparing for 
such a meeting of dl political forces and bstitutions b 
Kosovo m OTder to prepare for possible negotiations with 
Belgrade.” Rugpva Tbe Oiganisatitm for Security and 
Cooperation m Europe (OSCE) diainnan Kuit MiDebaek 
said b '\fienna Thursday that frxmation of a ’jomt platfam” 
of rival Kosovo Albanian group was a prio^. He indicated 
that tiie OSCE was ready to organise a meeting between rival 
Kosovo political leaders b Vienna “as soon as possible.” 

Hand grenade thrown 
into elementary school 

ISLAMABAD, Pattistan (AP) — A hand grenade was 
thrown mto an element;^ school Friday bjurbg several stu- 
dents. police said. The ii^es were not b^ev^ to be seri- 
ous. they said. No rare took immediaie reqxnsibQify for the 
attadt b nei^bouiing Rawatpbdl sonoe 10 Idlometres out- 
side tbe federal cajntal of Islamabad. No one has been arrest- 
ed and so far ptdioe say they have no suspects, b recent 
weeks there have been incr^sii^ incidents of viol^e b 
Pakistan's populous Punjab province. Last week b a snail 
village b bean of the Punjab province 16 Shiite Muslims 

were killed when gunmen walk^ into a mosque b which 
they were prajting and opened fire. Two weeks ago a bomb 
shratered a brid^ over which Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
and his femily were to cross. Four people were killed^ bclud- 
bg a police officer who was a.ssisting widi the security 
anan^ments for tiie prime mbistec These is no evidence 
that be attacks are -iraated. but the Punjab Chief Minis ter 
Shahbaz Sharif, biotho' of the prime minister’s, has said tiiat 
be win step up security. Already addidonal police patrol lai^ 
mosques b most cities and towns of PUnj^. 

Polish theatre director 
Jerzy Grotowski dies at 65 

ROME (Aiy)— -Polish director Jer^Gbitowski, one of tire 
most important mfluences on cooten^xxaiy Eun^rean the- 
atre,- has died at bis home b Italy r^edfiS, the Ttnllnn news 
agency ANSA leprai^ Friday. Grotowski (fied Thursday at 
Pontedera, between Pisa and Flraence. Pontedaramade him 
an honorary citizen b 1986: Hi g careg as a dire ctor hg g^n in 
1957 at the Staiy Theatre b the city of Krakow, southern 
Poland, wbgre he later joined the t«inliing staff at the oatbn- 
^ academy of dramatic arts, b 196S he moved to Wroclaw 
b south-west Poland where be founded his own Tnstihttff for 
Research bto Acting hfetiiods and theatre- labraaiory. 
Grotowski believed b what he called “poor theatre” — an 
expression used-b the title of one of his boerfes. piihiishfH b 
1968. This laid em^diasis on the impnitande direct cran- 
municahoQ between the actor and the autfience. Altftougb 
professionally attached to Wroclaw for the next 17 years, he 
vm to L^intkn b 1966 fo work with the Rc^al Shake^reare 
Ooirqjany. The foUowbg year saw tdra b New 'Yo^ and 
fiora 1968 to 1970 be was professor at the Bench hi^itf 
academy of dramatic arts at Aix en Bnvence. Fblefr Poland 

b 1982,bitiaUyroIhtemFraiice,beforesMliBgbIcalyihTW 

years later. His many productions bduded Bustos (1963). 
Ha^ (1964) and Apocalypsis cum Figuris (1968) for 
which he received the New YraJe Drama Desk AwarcL 
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former Deputy Prinie Minister Anwar Ibrahim. The policemen were attacked bv the crowd and both fired one shot 
before running away (Reuters photo) 


’ A Malaysian plainclothes policeman polls his pistol and fires above the heads of protesters who attacked him and 
a colleague m the capitaL The protesters were attending an anti-government demonstration in support of sacked 
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DC police lead nation in shootings 
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WASHINGTON (UPF) — 
The Dzstnct of Columbia's 
M^n^Ucm Police 

Depaitment have shot and 
kiO^ meat people per resi- 
dent in die 1990s than any 
other laige American chy 
police force. 

An eight month invesoga- 
tim loy The Washington EW 
releas^ today found 
many of the shootings b\' 
W^skogton police officers 
weie acts of courage and even 
beroism. 

However, internal police 
^ and coiut records reveal a 
pati^ of reckless and indis- 
. ainunaie gunplay by ofBcers 
sent into dv streets with inod- 
. .equate ted^ and little oyer- 
--aghl . 

.^.^Washingtoo's officera. fire 
^tr weapons at more than 
-double- the rare of police in 
Ner\' York. Los Angeles. 
Chicago Of Miami Deaths 
and injudes in those ^rooting 
casK have resulted in nearly 
$8 million in court setdements 


and judgements against the 
Distnee in the last six months 
altxie. 

Executive Assistant Chief of 
Police Terrance W. Gainer, 
who became die depanmeni's 
second in command in May. 
told the Post: “We shoot too 
often, and we shoot loo much 
when we do shoot" 

Tbe shootings involve a 
small proportion of the 
Distria's 3^50 officers. But 
the details of individual cases 
can be chilling even to police 
veterans: An off-duty police 
ofScer out walking bis in 
August 1995 fired 11 tinies 
while trying to stop an 
unanned rnotorist who had hit 
a utility pole and left the scene 
of die accident 

An off-duty poUce officer 
fishing in May 1995 shot an 
unarmed man three times after 
arguing with him on the banks 
of Ro^Cre^ 

In August an officer ended a 
police chase of an irrational 
truck driver who had rammed 


several cars by filing 38 times 
into die truck's cab, killing the 
unarmed driver. 

The e.xtem and panem of 
police shootings have been 
obscured from public view. 
Police ofSdals investigate 
inddems in secret (xoducing 
reports that become pubUc 
only when a judge intercedes. 

In a small hearing room 
closed to die public, nine of 
every 10 shootings are ruled 
justified by department offi- 
cials who r^ the repeats filed 
by investigating officers but 
generally bear no wiaesscs. 

The spate of police shoot- 
ings in the CHstria this decade 
is closely tied to the training 
and supervision of officers 
and the way the department 
investigares cases and bolds 
officers accountable, records 
and interviews show. 

The Post investigation 
found police shootings began 
to rise at the beginning of the 
decade wjdi a huge infu^on of 
new. ill-prepared recruits and 


the ad^on of tbe light-trig- 
ger. hi^y advanced Clock 
9mm handgun as die depart- 
ment's service weapon. 

By the mid-1990s, ^Kot- 
ings by officers had doubled 
• to record levels even as a suc- 
cession of police administra- 
tions failed to accurately track 
shooting patrems or correct 
acknowledged deficiencies in 
firearm sl^s. Among the 
findings of The Post's investi- 
gation: — In the last five 
years. D.C. officers shot and 
killed 57 people three more 
than pobce reported in 
Chicago, v hich has three 
times the police force and five 
times the populatitVL 

— During dial period, D.C 
officers were involved in 640 
shooting incidents 40 more 
than the Los Angeles Police 
Department, which has mere 
than double the officers and 
sen’es six times the popula- 
tion. Since 1990. Wa^iington 
police have shot and kill^ 85 
people. 




Indian PM terms fruitless peace 
talks with Pakistan a positive sign 
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J*IEWDELHI (.AFP) — Indian 
Pome Mirdster Atal Bffiaii 
Wjpayee Sunday said recent 
friidd^ talks with arch-rivai 
Patisian were nevertheless a 
"poative" step despite die lack 
of progress OB Kazimir 
V^'payee told r^iorten here 
iha the w^ek-loog dialogue 
ended Friday, wi&ly 
S6» ^ a failed exercise, was a 
'Ipbsitive sign" towards set- 
't&ig disputes apart from the 
issue of Kashmic 
-He recalled tbe duee Indo- 
Faldstani wars — two of them 
^larked ' by the dieted 
Himalayan state — and said 
sueb' eodtentious issues would 
have to be resolved bilaterally. 

Pakistan wants a third party 
io interyene in talks on 
Kaghfmr 

^There is no question of any 


tfaird-pan>' mediation to solve 
these problems and negotiation 
is the only way out India is 
iead>' to wait for diis." 
Vajpayee said in an oblique 
reference to Kashniin 

"It’s not ptvper to say that 
then? is no progress,” he smd of 
last week's dialogue in New 
Delhi. 

The talks failed to achieve 
any significant progress on any 
of the half-dozen issues dis- 
cussed in New Delhi — the 
second round of negotiations 
since India and Pakistan 
resumed their bilateral dia- 
logue in Islamabad last month 
after a one-year ffeeze. 

The crucial issue of 
Kashmir, discussed separately 
in Islamabad, still managed to 
overshadow — and in several 
cases suffocate — the ques- 


tiCKis discussed in Dellu. wNch 
included several territorial dis- 
putes as well as trade, terror- 
ism and drug-uafficking. 

Islamabad wants outside 
mediation on Kashmir or a 
Dniied Nations-backed refer- 
endum to deiemiine the future 
of the Himalayan province, 
divided between bidia and 
Pakistan and claimed by both. 

India vehemently opposes 
any third-par^ involvement, 
arguirtg K^hirur is an "Inte- 
gi^*' part of its territory’. 

*The series of talks as a 
whole has not been positive," 
Paldstazu government 

spdeesman Taiiq Aliaf said last 
week. 

'^e ' had come widi high 
hopes wluch remain unful- 
filled. We did not find any flex- 
ibility," said AJtaf. who aigued 


that the failure strengthened 
the case for third-partv’ inter- 
ventiorL 

Indian government 

spokesman Vh*ek Knqu was 
more philosophical underiin- 
ing the "siep-by-aep” nature 
of the di^ogue. 

"Some beguining has to be 
made to stop this vicious c>'cle 
of mi.strusi fiom condnuing," 
Katju said, dnrying the 
Pakistani charges of inflexibU- 
ity. 

■'From our side every step 
has been made to make the 
talks a success and that effort 
will continue in a serious and 
constructive mannec” 

Simmering tensions between 
the two bitter rivals grew 
sharply in May when India and 
Pakis^ conducted tit-for-tat 
nuclear tests. 


Protests flare in Kuala Lumpur as 
Anwar affair refuses to go away 


KUALA LUMPUR tAFP) 
— Protests flared Sunday, 
with poiirre spraying 
demonstrators wi^ water 
cannon in the Malaysian 
capital as continuing anger 
at the oustiog of Deputy 
Premier Anwar Ibrahim 
cast a pall over the APEC 
meetings here. 

Sporadic rtemonstrations 
erupted throughout the 
morning, concentrated 
around die Peironas twin 
rowers, the world's tallest 
building and a proud sym- 
bol of Malaysia. 

The crowd was seen car- 
rying banners calling for 
“reformasi," or reforms, the 
same call which toppled 
veteran Indonesian leader 
Suharto in May. 

“This is tire beginning of 
our struggle for Malaysians 
CO be on dre imernationai 
stage, struggling for 
democracy, human rights 
and against iinperiaJism,“ 
Malaysian opposition coali- 
tion leader ‘Hao Chua said. 

li was the second day in a 
series of protest after hun- 
dreds of people tried late 
Saturday to march on the 
hotel where U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright 
was staying. 

Some of them were bran- 
dishing banners calling on 
U.S. P^ident Bill Clinton 
TO intervene in the country's 


worst political crisis in 
decades. 

If Prune Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad had 
hoped to quell the protests 
over the ousting of his long- 
time prordgd more than two 
months ago, weekly 
demonsuations at home, 
and imemational concern 
have ensured chat it ,h^ 
stayed firmly in the spot- 
light. 

Once one of the most 
respected of a new, younger 
vanguard of Southeast 
Asian leaders, Anwar. SI. 
now languishes in a Kuala 
Lumpur Jail facing 10 
charges of corruption and 
sodomy — all of which he 
has denied. 

His fall firoro grace came 
after months of discord 
over economic policy with 
Mahathir. who had 
groomed him to be his suc- 
cessor to lead the country of 
more than 20 million peo- 
ple. 

Supporters have held 
weekJy protests calling on 
Maha^ir, 73. to end his 17- 
year rule, and have seen the 
arrival of world leaders for 
the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) forum 
as a chance to press home 
their cause. 

The scandal overshad- 
owed the Commonwealth 
Games earlier this year, tbe 


first to be hosted by an 
Asian country, and has now 
cast a shadow over the 
APEC meetings. 

Mahathir, facing a bar- 
rage of criticism and press 
questions, has sharply told 
outsiders the Anwar case is 
an internal matter. 

Saturday, he told tbe offi- 
cial Bemama news agency 
it would be "unfortunate" if 
some APEC members tried 
to politicise the case, saying 
it would hold up debate on 
vital economic issues. 

“Everyone of us have got 
political problems. So 
there's no one who is not 
guilty of some poUtical 
abuse," he said. 

Anwar has alleged he is 
the victim of a conspiracy 
to bring him down, and has 
refused to be silenced, often 
launching sharp tirades 
against Mahatb^ during 
coun recesses. 

And despite a court order 
banning any statements out- 
side the trial on Anwar's 
innocence or guilt, 
Mahathir defended the 
sacking of his deputy as the 
morally right thing to do io 
a live broadcast with Cable 
News Network last week. 

But foreign leaders have 
disagreed. 

Albright had planned to 
make a strong show of sup- 
port for .Anwar by meeting 


his wife Azizab, who has 
taken over tbe reform 
movement launched in the 
wake of her husband's 
sacking. 

However, U.S. sources 
announced Sunday that 
Albright was due to head 
home as a showdown 
between Iraq and the 
United States looms. 

Azizah lunched Saturday 
with Canadian Foreign 
Minister Lloyd Axworthy 
and Trade Minister Sergio 
March! at a hotel as three 
truckloads of police gath- 
ered outside. 

“Clearly, we expressed 
concerns ... about the treat- 
ment of Anwar and other 
people who have been 
politically detained." 
Axworthy said afterwards. 

(Canadian Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien has refused to 
meet with Mahathir during 
his stay here, as did U.S. 
President Bill Clinton 
before he cancelled his trip, 
in a snub which the 
Malaysian premier has tried 
to brush aside. 

But Albright said before 
arriving here she wanted to 
meet j^izah to “signal the 
fact that we are very con- 
cerned about what is hap- 
pening to Anwar, who ... 
has made very dear his 
own dedication to democra- 
cy and a market economy." 


West hopes Bosnian Serbs 
will reject PM nomination 


SARAJEVO (R) — The 
international community 
remained hopeful Sunday 
that a Western-laming gov- 
enuneot could be formed in 
Bosnia's Serb half, despite 
tbe surprise nomination of a 
hardline nationalist as new 
prime minister. 

Newly elected Bosnian 
Serb President Nilxla 
Poplasen itefied Western 
pressure Saturday by nomi- 
nating Oragan Kajjnic of 
Che Serb Democratic Party 
(SDSj. founded by war 
crimes suspect Radovan 
Karadzic in 1990. 

But the head of the 
Bosnia mission of tbe 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) said Kalinic (fid 
not have suffici^t support 
in the pariianrent of tbe 
Serb republic, one of post- 
war Bosnia's two 
autonomous entities. 

“He does not have any- 
thing like enough votes to 
be approved ^ tbe RS 
(Bosnian Seri» oationai 
assembly," OSCE 

.Ambassador Robert Barry 
told repeaters Samrday 
evening. 

Barry and tbe Office of 
tbe High Representative 
(OHR). which oversees 
civilian peace efforts, also 
said a government headed 
by K^inic would not 
receive Western support. 

Saying that tbe nomina- 
tioo of Kalinic was “not 
serious", Barry ackied: ‘’The 
next step that is supposed to 
be done is for fhi^rdenr 


Pc^iasen to nominate 
somebody else." 

Barry said be believed 
that only incumbent Prime 
Minister Milorad Dodik of 
the Western-sponsored 
Sloga (Unity) coaUtion 
could win majority support 
in tbe entity's parliament as 
well as intemational back- 
ing. 

OHR spokeswoman 
Alexandra Stiglmayer also 
predicted that Kalinic 
would be rejected by Sloga 
and by patties representing 
mainly Muslims and Croats 
who fled to what is now 
Bosnia’s Muslim-Croat 
federation during tbe 1992- 
1995 war. 

“We have reason to 
believe that be will be 
voted down by Sloga 
together with tbe federation 
parties and that Dodik will 
again become prime minis- 
ter,” she told Reuters 
Sunday. 

The Serb republic's par- 
liament may meet to vote 
on the candidacy of Kalinic 
on Nov. 25. 

An adviser to Alija 
Izetbegovic. tbe Muslim 
member of Bosnia's inter- 
ethnic presidency, dis- 
missed tbe nomination as a 
“waste of time" as Kalinic 
would not be approved by 
parliament. 

Barry said Poplasen's rea- 
sons for nominating Kalinic 
may be to fulfil “some 
obligation" to the SDS, tbe 
entity's single largest party, 
without expecting him to te 
elected. “But let's get this 


over with fast and get it 
behind us," he said. 

Since ousting hardliners 
in January. Dooik's govern- 
ment has received hundreds 
of millions of dollars in 
international aid. 

It is made up of tibe three- 
member Sloga coalition but 
relies on support fix>m 
Muslim and Croat deputies. 

Both Sloga and tbe hard- 
line coalition of tbe SDS 
and tbe Radicals have just 
over 30 deputies in tbe 83- 
seat parliament. 

Barry said be bad met 
with tbe parliament's 
speaker, Sloga's Petar 
Djokic, earlier Saturday 
and that it was clear tbe 
coalition was “solidly” 
behind Dodik. “Their votes 
will not go to Kalinic and 
an SDS government,” be 
said. 

Poplasen, elected in 
September, announced his 
decision only hours after 
the OHR ordered his 
Yugoslav patron, Serbian 
Depu^r Prime Minister 
Vojislav Seselj, to leave 
Bosnia in an aeration sup- 
ported by NAI^led peace- 
keeping troops. 

Seselj, an ultra-national- 
ist, bad been attending a 
meeting with Poplasen in 
Banja Luka, the Bosnian 
Serb capital. 

“Mr. Seselj has made a 
number of negative contri- 
butions to the politics of 
Republika Srpska and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina," 
Barry said. “He is not wel- 
come in this country." 
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Anti-corruption unit 
accuses S. African 
minister over play 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) - .An 

3nti-0Qm^xion isiit has accused 
Afficao Health Minisur 
Hkosaana Zuma of being “oegli- 
iatf* and Yeckless" in oommis- 
SKni^ an anti-AIDS play that led 
-Io die loss ifl milH nn riod ($1.8 
. ^licnXihe Jtdiamesbuig Sitfiday 


■ In^ W illiam ' Heath, 
heads die unit, said or a 144-pa^ 
'iGpXLihai Zuma should be made 
to npay the nKX wy- which wffi 
^^tosed.1^ tbe Eun^iean Union, 


k,:'" 


15) ^ Rtsideru Nelson 
MaxUa 10 tadJe conupdon in 
Sovernmaa — ^ Zuma “n^li- 
SWly cf r ecHwxiy " omitted to 
a ijietxfing li mb on die 
Pfay-Sarafinar. 
h sad 7nma feiiWi to take any 
Dccessrv andbr ade- 


quate steps to determine and/or to 
ensure whether adequate funding 
was available for the production." 

She also allegedly failed to take 
rcafoiiaWe steps to ensure^ the rost 
of die production fell within the 
bounds of financing agreemeDis 
between the Health Department 

and the EU. . 

The production was cancdlM 

aBkl«)nirov'eisyinl996. 

Tbe govertuneni later seized 
\-ehicles and equipment from the 

play's producers. 

Hffldi’s allegations have led to 
tension between his unit and the 
(Wenunent. with 
^denl Thabo Mbeki saying the 
governinem would fight any 

charaes against Zuma. 

jVfbeki's letal adviser, Mojanku 
Gombl said the government was 

confident Zuma had not rtusappro- 

jjiued any govemmeni funds. 


Voting begins for Okinawa governorship 


TOKYO I AFP) — 

Residents in Okinawa w'ent 
to the polls Sunday to elect 
a governor of the southern 
Japanese island in a test of 
public support for a float- 
ing U.S. military heliport. 

The governorship poll is 
widely seen as a man-to- 
man fight between incum- 
bent governor Masahide 
Ota. and Kezichi Jnamine 
who is backed by the ruling 
Libera) Deraocranc Party 
(LDP). 

Ola, 73, who receives 
support from opposition 
parties, totally opposes 
construction of the pro- 
posed floating U.S. military 
helicopter pad anywhere on 
the island. 

'This election will dearly 
show the citizen's opinions 
and I will nor resent any 
result," Ota stud as he cast 
his own vote. 

The 65-year-old LDP 


candidate says it can be 
built in the northern part of 
the island for use by both 
the U.S. military and 
Japanese civil aviation, 
claiming that such a project 
would bring benefits to the 
island. 

"I can feel the change of 
public opinions and I have 
realised the citizen's desire 
for rhe new aee," Jnamine 
said. 

Ora proposed ro use sites 
of U.S. bases for industrial 
de\’elopment while his 
opponent backed by 
Okinawan business leaders 
pledged to win a larger 
slice of the national budget 
for the island. 

Polling stations will be 
closed at S:00 p.m. (TIQO 
GMT). "The outcome of 
the election is expecred late 
Sunday or early Monday," 
an election official said. 

Okinawa's election com- 


minee said 49 per cent of 
registered voters had cast 
their votes by 4:00 p.m. 
(0700 GMT), a slightly 
lower turnout so far com- 
pared to that of die previ- 
ous governorship poll four 
years ago. 

Builffing the helicopter 
facility was a precondition 
for the closure of tbe 
Futenma air base for tbe 
U.S. Marine Corps io five 
to seven years in an effort 
to alleviate the burden on 
Okinawa. 

The agreement was 
reached after the 1995 rape 
of a 12-year-oid girl by 
three American servicemen 
which unleashed a tide of 
anger in the island, which 
hosts 27,000 of the 47.000 
U.S. troops in Japan. 

The piaaned heliport 
measuring 1,6CK) metres 
wide and 500 metres long, 
would have been construct- 


ed on a smrciure above tbe 
sea at a cost of 150-to-200 
billion yen ($1.3-io-1.7 bil- 
lion). 

Despite tbe 1996 agree- 
ment between the two 
countries to reduce U.S. 
landholdings in Okinawa, 
the government failed to 
come up with iiesh propos- 
als to ease tbe military 
presence as the heliport 
scheme stalled. 

In a newspaper poll last 
week tbe heliport plan was 
rejected by 65 per cent of 
local residents. 

Prime Minister Keizo 
Obuchi said last week the 
central government would 
reconsici^ tbe plan to build 
the sea-based heliport, but 
insisted that an alternative 
facility should still be on 
the island. 

Obuchi said it would be 
“impossible” to build the 
heliport outside the island 


but “I think it is very 
important to under- 

standing and cooperation 
fiora people in Okinawa." 

“In that sense. I will 
closely watch the outcome 
of the election," he added. 

Citizens in die southern- 
most prefecture are essen- 
tially asked to chiTOse 
between U.S. facility relo- 
cation and economic 
improvemenL 

Okinawa accounts for 0.6 
per cent of Japan's total 
land, but hosts about three 
quarters of U.S. military 
facilities in the country. 

The prefecture, which is 
largely dependent 00 
tourism, was hit by a 
record-high unemployment 
rate in September since 
Japan regained governance 
of the prefecture in 1972. 

Its per capita income is 
tbe lowest among 47 pre- 
fectures. 


Serbia's 
Milutinovic 
calls for 
direct talks 
on Kosovo 

BEZJjRADE (Ki — Sobia Sunday 
oSoed to bold dtrea talks on ilie 
conOia io its separaost Kosoro 
province, inviting liJS.. Oiinese. 
Russian and European Union repre- 
seoiativts IO anend n^oiianoos pro- 
posed for next ^’eek. 

Ii did not mennon who was invit- 
ed from the eifanic Albanian majori- 
ty in Kosovo, where guerrillas from 
tie Kosovo liheradciD Anny (KLA) 
have baoled Serbian security' forces 
frx mote than seven nxmibs this 
year 

"Serbian Pierideni Milan 
MDutinovic addressed an inriiaiioo 
for the contmuaDoa of dialogue on 
die politica] sohitiai of ibe proems 
of Kosovo and Metohija for 
Wsdnesday. Nov. 18. in Pdstina," 
the oEBcial Tai^ news agency said 
quoting a statement from 
iCfiludnovic's office. 

Sertsa has previously effoed talks 
m Kosovo, but etiunc Al banian 
leaden have refused saying 
Brigtade must fiist witbdiaw its 
forces, whose rampaign ^aoist the 
KLA drove mote than a quarter of a 
milfroa pec^ m Kosovo from ihetr 
homes. 

Bdgtade pulled out much of its 
forces last rnoQih under a deal struck 
between U.S. Balkans envoy 
Richard Holbroofce and Yugoslav 
Piesideat Slobodan Milosevic after 
NATO threatened air and missile 
qrilfes. 

Sinoe then U.S. nxdialor 
Qnistopber lEU has been shuttling 
between Kosovo and Belgrade try"- 
fflg to bndter a pctiitical setiieiDeni 
and secure an incteasingly shaky 
ceasefire. 

A draft setilemeai dawn up to try 
to take account of the positions of 
both sides has come under fhe from 
many of Kosovo's ifrvided whnic 
Albmian leaders, who say it does 
not offer sufficient guaranies for 
geouioe self-rule. 

Bdgtade has also rc^icoded cool- 
ly to (be draft and the invitation to 
(firea talks made dear it wanted 
mtxe coDiroI over what are curreiulv 
US.-led pesos n^otiadoas. 

Tbe ioteniationa] community has 
titled out iodepetute for 
but Belgrade feats a vague political 
deal could let in iiukp^jice 
through the back door. 

“Piesideni MDuonovic 
tiiat all conditions have been met for 

a direa meeting and talks on finding 
a political soh^ frv problems in 
Kosovo," (he statsement said. 

'Because of ihe imponance and 
essence of the talks the piEsident will 
peisnally diair tbe tneeting and he 
has decided to iovite as 
amhassalor Qiristopher Hill 5^ 
cial U.S. iqxeseniaove fox 
Yug^via, the ambassadexs of tbe 
Russian Fedeatkxi and of China as 

well as the Ambassador of Austria as 
the (ThidnnaD of the Euirpean 
Union." Tanjug sad. 
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No room for error 

THE ENTIRE world, and particularly the Arab 
countries, breathed a coDective sigh of relief 
after the announcement by U.S. President Bill 
Clinton that American and British strikes 
against Iraq would not be carried out following 
Iraq's decision to resume cooperation with the 
U.N. weapons inspectors. In what has now 
become a regular, almost expected, occurrence 
in the Middle East, Iraq and the U.S. went to the 
brink, only to stand down at the 11th hour. The 
conclusion to this most recent standoff, and the 
fact that military action was not used, is cer- 
tainly welcome. 

The situation, however, is far from over, and 
has returned to a state that is all too familiar. 
The U.S. and Britain will continue their wait, 
fingers on the trigger, for the next time Iraq 
decides to interrupt the work of the UNSCOM 
team. Iraqis will wake up, no longer under 
imminent threat of attack, but still facing the 
crippling U.N. sanctions, now in their eighth 
year. In the meantime, countries normally sym- 
pathetic to the Iraqi cause are beginning to 
waver in their support in light of the continued 
crises. The situation, for those working towards 
an end to the sanctions and the reintegration of 
Iraq into the world community, remains bleak. 

In addition to making no mention of a 
timetable or schedule for lifting the sanctions, at 
least partially, Clinton in his speech also offered 
the clearest indication yet that the American 
administration is intent on toppling Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. The American pres- 
ident outlined a destabilisation plan to tins 
effect which includes strengthening opposition 
groups and radio broadcasts into Iraq. The 
legality of this plan and U.S. ai^uments that 
ousting President Hussein's regime would be 
the best thing for the Iraqi people are irrelevant, 
as far as the work of UNSCOM and the accom- 
panying sanctions are concerned. The sanctions 
have been tied to disarming Iraq, not a political 
change in the country. Introducing this plan 
into the equation at this point is grossly unfair 
to the Iraqi people. 

Although this crisis is over, the difficult part 
remains: getting the sanctions lifted. To do this, 
Iraq has no choice but to cooperate folly with 
the UNSCOM staff. And the U.S. and Britain 
should not change the nature of the inspections 
by introducing this new political dimension. The 
U.S. and the U.K., by announcing that they 
reserve the *Tight" to carry out military action 
without consulting the Security Council, have 
made their break with the U.N. Iraq must do 
everything it can to stay within the United 
Nations' framework. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Ai Ra'i's Fuhed Fanek advi.sed the Palestinians to continue 
the peace process with Israel since it is the only option they 
have. The Palestinian people have nothing to lose, hut 
many things to gain, said Fanek. The only concession the 
PtUesdnians could have mode was to recognise Israel which 
has already happened. Israel wonts the Palestinians to 
amend the section in the Palestinian Charter calling for the 
destruction of Israel, but the amendment is circunistandal, 
l>?cau.se the Palestinians cun oiu'ays rewrite another section 
in case the peace proce.s.s collapses, said Fanek. The peace 
treaty demands that the PNA detain all Islamist activists, 
houever prisons will not be locked fore%'er, added Fanek. In 
return the Palestinians want a state, a capital, and water 
which look unlikely to be achieved while the hard-liner 
Benyamin Netanv'ohu remains Israeli prime minister, but 
Netanyahu i.*i not immortal and his resistance to the fonres 
of history will not last for ever, Fanek pointed out. 

.AI Dustour's Jihad Momani commented on the letter sent 
by the opposition parties to Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh which included issues for discussion between 
the two side.s. He said the letter was odd. because it con- 
tained demands and nesulLs before talks have even begun, 
which means there is disagreement between the govem- 
meiii and Uic opposition before the talks start, and the 
writer charged that the opposititm had failed to include 
is.sucs of true concern to the Jordanian people. Momani 
demanded that the unrealistic calls for suspending relations , 
with Israel and oppasing the Wye River memorandum 
should stop. The writer charged that it might be logical to 
minimise relations with the Jewish state, still this is not 
whai Jordan really sufieis from. Unemployment, coirup- 
tion and crime did not result from peace, said Momani, 
who .suggested that the of^rosition shouJd discuss these 
issues widi the government as well as poverty and the huge 
number of Arab immigrants in the country. 


Economic Review 


Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


A leader and a vision 


IT IS WIDELY recognised that the main mission of a true 
leader is to create a vision for. his people. Nowhere in the 
political or economic arena has a leader's vision been 
more far-reaching, time enduring and correct, than in the 
case of Jordan. The King's vision, this single aspect of 
Jordan's governance, has not only been its saviour in 
times of crises, but also its most prized asset. 

Jordan has always been a nation in the middle, geo- 
graphically located in the hub of change, turmoil and con- 
flict. Its leader, however, has been the voice of wisdom, 
tolerance and mediation. His words, deeds, commitments 
and sacrifice have brought Jordan respect among the 
nations of the world. 

Since Jordan became independent in 1946. the Israeli- 
Arab conflict and the wars that have raked the region over 
the last fifty years have decidedly influenced its history 
and development. Jordan's leader accepted the influx of 
refugees in 1948 and gave endless empathy to the suffer- 
ing of the displaced. He later withstood the' loss of the 
West Bank and the creation of more misery and degrada- 
tion, easing the hardships of many and uniting a people. 
Later he accepted, with all its adverse consequences, the 


repatriation of almost one-tenth of Jordan's population 
from neighbourly Arab states within days of fte aftermath 
of the Gulf conflict, a conflict be had so ardently tried to 
r^olve through peaceful means. And when brother turned 
against brother he dignified Jordan's position by not join- 
ing ‘the aggressors on either side. He then came back to 
make peace in Madrid and sign a peace accord that helped 
pave the way to less misery. 

In his commitment to his Arab brethren and Arab unity 
he helped heal feuds, brought together the estranged and 
established long-lasting ties of mutual resp^ and trust 
In the world beyond the Middle East, he is widely respect- 
ed for his character and integrity. His stature as a world 
statesman is unparalleled, giving impetus to all 
Jordanians to grow and catch up vrith the gracious image 
of their leader at home and abroad. 

In peace as in war, the arrogance of hate and the abuse 
of might have pained him. He shared in the grief of those 
suffering in Jordan and across the river, Jaaeeled before 
the tears of the children: and stood staunchly by the right 
of every Jordanian to be safe within her borders. He left 
his hospital bed while still fighting disease to fight for 


peace, stability and justice, and, yes, he made peace with 
the strehgth of his ioner vision. 

At home, beyond the political spectrum and looking 
spe^cally at the domestic economy, Jordan has a mar- 
ket-direct^ private-property orient^, profit seeking sys- 
tem. In comparison wiA other countries in fire region, 
Jordan is a more open economy and its bureaucracy and 
government provides fewer obstacles die wotidngs of 
the market. Further, the quality of life in Jordan is higher 
than most countries in the region and continues to rise. Its 
people enjoy political participation, freedom of speech 
and democracy. The government spends more on e^ca- 
QOD as a percentage of GDP than any in the region: the 
rate of illiteracy has f^en to 14% and the rate of educa- 
tion among males and females is almost equal. The phys- 
ical infinstructure is among the best in the region; and its 
provision of public health services is better Aan average 
helping raise life expectation to 70 years among men with 
women expected to live even Icmger. To the mw who 
helped all that in an atmosphere of political and 

economic stability, to this great man of ail seasons we say, 
“H^y birthday.” 


Wye River agreement bias 


By Pascal B. Karmy 

NOTWITHSTANDING THE Wye 
River interim agreement of October 23, 
1998 Netanyahu is not deterred. He 
continues to procrastinate and prevari- 
cate and throw artificial obstacles in 
the way of its implementation. He is 
behaving as if no agreemem was 
reached. He persists in allowing settle- 
ments to be built, the budding of fixed 
houses in Hebron, be ordered tenders 
to be published for building entirely 
new settlements in Abu Ghneim (Har 
Homa) and allows the Jews to settle in 
Ras AI Araoud in the heart of the pure- 
ly Arab quarter of east Jerusalem. 

Let us now shortly analyse the "Wye 
River agreement It is in effect divided 
into two parts. The first part deals 
mainly widi redeployment of the 
Israeli amy by 13.1 per cent and then 
14.2 per cent of the West Bank territo- 
ry. the guarantee of two corridors of 
s^e passage between Gaza and the 
West Bank, Israeli commitment to dis- 
cuss third phase troop withdrawal, the 
opening of a Palestine airpon and 
seaport in Gaza and the release of 750 
Palestinian prisoners from IsraeU jails. 
All in all the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) will Control wholly or 
partially less than 50 per cent of the 
West Bank territory. Ibe second part 
which constitutes in fact the largest 
pan of the agreement deals with the 
security plan entirely in favour of 
Israel. 

One of the fundamental changes pro- 
duced by the agreement is the change 
of the equation "land for peace'* into 
"land for security” of Israel. Indeed (he 
atmosphere of security seems to have 
prevailed in the Wye River negotiations 
and thus almost three quarters of the 
agreement dealt with security. There 
are many loopholes and some provi- 
sions ne^ clarification. The security 
part aims at the opposers to the Oslo 
accords such as Hamas and others, and 
it is therefore feared that combating the 
opposers by the PNA will lead to the 
persecution of the cntics of the agree- 
ment and to the consequent elimination 
of democracy and political pluralism 
and lastly to the dictatorship of ±e 
PNA. 

In effect there is almost nothing new 
in the agreement as far as Israeli troop 
redeploymeats are concerned. Tbe - 
redeployment of 13.1 per cent was 


already |xui of the American initiaiive 
made ±e begfuning of this year 
while the second and third phases of 
troop redeployment have been part of 
the previmrs agreements of May 4. 
1994. September 28, 1995 and January 
17, 1997 (Hebron atxordl. What is new 
here is that redeployments are condi- 
tional upon the ^filment by the PNA 
of strict securi^ provisions. It should 

‘One of the 
fundamental 
changes 
produced by the 
agreement is the 
change of the 
equation “land for 
peace” into “land 
for security”’ 


be remembered that the original Oslo 
accord of 1993 laid down general prin-' 
ciples which needed interpretation in a 
series of subsequent agreements, hence 
tire Wye interim agreeroenL What dis- 
tinguishes this agreement from the pre- 
vious ones is that it is heavily in favour 
of Israel. It dealt with the strict securi- 
ty of Israel, but ignored the security of 
the .Pale^nians: their treatment by 
IsraeU soldiers, egressions by the set- 
tlers, and demoUtiofl of houses. This of 
course is the result of the imbalance of 
power between Israel and the PNA, the 
fonner enjoying fonnid^Ie lever vis- 
a-vis the latter. 

The security plan is tfte cornerstone 
the Wye interim agreement It con- 
fers upon Netanyahu the means to 
engage the PNA and to require it to 
ensure the securiQ^ of not only the state 
of Israel but also that of every Jewish 
citizen. The broadly phrased V^e secu- 
rity provisions enable Netanyahu to 
always claim drat the PNA has failed to 
ftilfU its securi^ commitments and that 
is .what we are presently wimessing. 

The Wye River interim agreement 
which has resolved comparatively 


minor matters took nine days of inten- 
sive negotiations and under the super- 
vision and urging of President Clinton. 
How long will it take to resolve much 
greater problems such as Jerusalem, 
the refugees, settlements, borders and 
water? It is very doubt&l that those, 
substantial problems would * .be 
resolved before May 4, 1999. In the 
meantime. Israel would change the 
facts on the ground: Judaisation of 
Jerusalem, building of more settle- 
ments, demoUtion of more houses, and 
confiscation of Palestinian lands, all of 
which are unilateral actions which pre- 
empt and prejudice the final status 
D^otiations on the above-mentioned 
problems. 

However, we can discern two mar- 
ginal advantages in favour of the 
Palestinians as a result of the Wye 
negotiations. There was an understand- 
ing that the United States will grant 
economic assistance to the Palestinians 
and that Israel should desist from car- 
rying out unilaieral actions. It is 
expected that the U.S. will issue a 
statemeut to this effect The second 
advantage is ebat th^lose negotiationsr. 
and contact .with the Americans ra'O-'' 
tributed 'lo undcTstan^l^y 
U.S. of Palestinians' demands. The 
credibility and conduct of the 
Palestinians have created a good 
impression in Washington. The forth- 
coming visit by President Clinton to 
the PNA region will constitute a great 
event and perhaps a step forward 
towards the recognition of the Palestine 
state. 

In conclusion, it is appropriate to 
quote a few words from the editorial of 
the Washington Post of October 34. 
1998: 'Israel's security will continue to 
rest first on deteneoce and counter-ter- 
rorism. But if the Israelis are wise and 
fortunate, their security wifi increas- 
ingly come to reflect an easing of ten- 
sions with their Palestinian neighbours. 
An easing can be achieved only by 
accommodating the I^estinians' legit- 
imate statehood ambitions.... The 
Palestinians deserve a state and securi- 
ty DO less than many other peoples.” 

The writer was an advocate in Palestine in 
/944 and. for many yean, legal officer ax 
UNRWA headquarten in Beirut ’ and 
Vienna. 







Belated greetings 

To the editon 

ON BEHALF of all Jordanian Circassians in the United 
States. I would like to extend to the great father, brother, 
and leader. His Majesty King Hussein, our best wishes 
on his' birthday, praying to Allah that he may return to 
our Jordanian family in tire best of health and the 
strongest of wills to continue the march he started more 
than forty years ago. 

God bless you Your Majesty and with our lives we shall 
always shield you. 

Bassam Zohair Aiasker 
Los Angles CA. 

U,S. 


To the editor: 

WE SEND our best wishes to His MajesQ^ for a long, 
happy, healthy life ahead. We hope he uill return to 
Jordan and his family safely. 

God bless him and keep him. 

Adel and Nancy Amarin and ChOdFen 

_ CaBlbrnla 

'• : -y-s- 

Promoting Jordan 

To the editor: 

I AM currently studying communication arts at the 
Lebanese American University (formerly BUC),and 
every day I am increasingly shocked that people I meet 
have never ever beard of Petra. People come from the 
most distant parts of the world to see this site, and 
ironically many people in Lebanon do not even know 
what Petra is (a guy once asked me if I "lived in this 
Petra place”). 

As a Jordanian I felt that I owe it to my country to 
create some awareness around me. 1 got some pictures 
of Petra and 1 am showing them around, and many 
people have shown an interest in visiting Jordan. 

Unfoitunately my role in promoting Jordan among 
individuals comes to an end at this point Now comes 
the role of our government — namely the Ministry of 
Tourism — to*promote our national treasure. Petra, on 
a larger scale. 

Jomana Wael Karadsbeb 
Lao, Beirot, Lebanon 
Jomani^ @ Hotmail.Com 


Palestinian-U.S. relationship under review 


By George S. Hishm eh 

ON TWO recent occasions, the Clinton 
administration has committed itself, once 
privately and the other publicly, to review 
the nature of the U.S.-Palestinian relation- 
ship. now expanding by leaps and bounds 
since the signing last month of the Wye 
Memorandum outlining a protracted sec- 
ond Israeli withdrawal from Palestinian 
territory within three months. 

Much CO the chagrin of pro-Israeli groups 
here and some within the Israeli establish- 
ment. Likud or Labour, this ^wiog rela- 
tionship has allowed the United States to 
almost arbitrate every Palestinian-lsraeli 
squabble. In fact, some American Jewish 
groups are blaming the intransigent pofi* 
cies of the Israeli government of Benyamin 
Netanyahu for allowing the American side 
to virtually negotiate on behalf of the 
Palestinians at times of conflict 

Despite this seemingly rosy picture, the 
Palestinians have littie to show for it 
despite the outward signs of support enun- 
ciated here and there by U.S. officiab as 
evidenced last week in their defence of the 
Palestinian Authority after it bad been sub- 
jected to baseless Israeli charges. 

Where the Americans have been remiss 
with regard to the Palestinian Authority is 
in their failure to rectify U.S. laws govern- 
ing this relationship, as punctuat^ by a 
Republican-dominated Congress that is 
very supportive of Israel. The shenanigws 
of outgoing House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
last summer during his visit to Jerusalem 
are still vivid to many a Palestinian offi- 
cial. 


But the one-sidedness of the U.S. posi- 
tion . was first iosticutioaalised in the 
Palesdnian-Israeli sphere by then 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger after be 
promised in September 1975 in a memo- 
randum to the Israelis that the United 
States would not meet or negotiate with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
until and unless the PLO recognised 
Israel's right to exist and accepted U.N. 
resolutions 242 and 338. 

Kissinger's had a ripple effect felt 
to thb very day. Although unsolicited by 
the executive branch, writes Clyde Mark of 
the Congressional Research Service at the 
Library of Congress. Congress in 1984 
codified Kissinger's promises, and added 
another condition, that the PLO must 
renounce terrorism. 

Id 1988, Arafat met the three conditions, 
and 00 December 16 of that year, the 
United States and the PLO began public, 
direct meetings in Tunis. 

But in 1990. Congress passed the PLO 
Commitments Compliance Act (PLOCCA) 
that called for three executive branch 
reports to Congress which Mark identified 
as: fust, to solicit information from the 
PLO about a series of armed incursions 
into Israel and report the PLO response to 
Congress: second, to report to Congress on 
the PLO meeting its commitments and on 
PLO anti-Israeli actions: and third, to sub- 
mit quarterly reports on the PLO’s role in 
lenorism. the status of the PLO Covenant, 
PLO action on the Arab boycott and other 
PLO politics and issues. 

But five months after PLOCCA became 
law in June 1990. the quarterly reports by 


the administration were stopped when 
President George Bush ended dialogue 
with the PLO because the Palestinian 
organisation refused to coudema a terrorist 
attack on Tel Aviv. However, the dialogue 
was resumed one day after the PLO and 
Israel announced tiieir Oslo agreement in 
September 1993. 

When the United States hosted a donors 
conference in Washington shortly there- 
after to suppon the PLO, the Clinton 
administration was not able to provide aid 
to the Palestinians until sections of the 
U.S. law prohibiting or limiting aid to the 
PLO were waived or repealed. 

As a result Congress passed the Middle 
East Peace Fac^tation Act of 1993 
(MEPFA) grating the U.S. president 
waiver authority over sections of the law 
ihat restricted U.S.-PLO contact. 

There is no comparable section of U.S. 
law where IsraeU commitment compliance 
is monitored,” Mark points out a specialist 
in Middle Eastern affairs at the library of 
Congress. 

To this day, the U.S. administration has 
to seek an extension of MEPFA before it 
esn undertake any meaningful contacts 
with the Palestinians. In fact the small liai- 
son office established by the PLO and later 
by the PA here, is affected by this legisla- 
tion — a number of times it was compelled 
to close down or maintain a low profile due 
to some procedural or policy conflict 
between the administ^on and Congress. 
Whatever all the State Department reports 
submitted in fulfilment of the legislation 
have certified that the PLO or the PA is 
complying with its commitments. 


"Some members of Congress and mem- 
bers of groups supporting IsraeU beUeve,” 
according to Mark. "that the 
PLOCCA/MEPFA reports are a 'white- 
wash' and that the PLO should be held to a 
more exacting standard of compliance.” 
Secreta^ of State Madeleine Albright 
has promised to look into ways of rectify- 
ing the legislation at a recent meeting with 
Arab American and American Jewish lead- 
ers who were asked to rally in support of 
the Wye accord. The administration must 
"practise what it preaches,” Khalil 
Jahshan, president of the National 
Association of Arab Americans, reminded 
her when urged to form "a constituency for 
peace” with fellow American Jews. 

Again, Aaron Miller, deputy Middle East 
peace coordinator, agreed at a talk last 
week at the Centre for Policy Analysis on 
Palestine that the administration would 
look into this issue when told that the 
Palestinian Governor of Ramallah, 
Mustapha Issa, better known as Abu Firas. 
who was invited to take part in a U.S. lec- 
ttw tour, was inexplicably denied a U.S. 
visa, some think because of his prominent 
PLO activities in the past 
But some Arab-American leaders here 
doubt the administration is sincere about 
waging a battle with Congress since no 
spade work has been undertaken to date, 
^ther ffiey believe it should be up to the 
Palestinian Authority to exert sufficient 
pressure on President Clinton, who is due 
in the West Bank next December, to review 
this anachronistic legislation that is harm- 
ful to the budding U.S.-Palestiniah rela- 
tionship. 
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The film The Siege’ released last week, provoked an outcry from ArabrAi 
director and producer, defends his movie against charges of prejudice, w, 
on American Islamic Relations, attacks the movie for further perpetrating 
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Health 




Battle of fhe^^M 


By Rob 

DESPITE THE daily exhoitaticKis to 
healthy e:teicise that till eveiy ^)ace 
in the media, there are those of us 
who still af^Koach it using a ma.\im 
modified from oyster-eating — 
physical exerdcwi is best avoided in 
any month with a vowel in iL 

Yet. like most people with an aver- 
sion to signs that say “Men Chang- 
ing Room," I am just the sort of per- 
son who should, ^ not pump iron, as 
least ^ntly agitate it — bec^ise I 
suffer the curse of the ageing male. 
Forget the monkey on your back — 
I I have a small marsupial around my 
middle. 

As I've aged, my waist has thick- 
ened considerably. It's a guy thing. I 
know. Like baldness prostate 
enlargement and nasal hair, it's all 
part and parcel of hitting 40 and it 
I hitting back. Yet 1 hate iL John Tra- 
volta, svelte in Saturday Night F?ver 
bu( by his oun admission downright 
“cuddy’* in Pulp Fkrtioa says he's 
happy with his spreading waisu but I 
hntft the fact that my favourite Dries 
Noten trousers no longer stay 
when I put them but slowly slip 
underneath the overhang. 

So the news fiom America that the 
formation of this anterior protrusion I 
spend so much of my time holding in 
is simfriy beyond my control is chill- 
oui music to my ears, as are the 
results of another study, at Univetsi- 
cy College London, which claims 
nine out of 10 moles are genetically 
predisposed to a pot belly. 

Researchers at the Lawtence 
Berkeley Noional LaboratcMy *in 
Berkeley. California, studied the 
waist measuiements of 7.000 jpggei^ 
and found that the awinge 6ti person 
gained 3.3lb and 3/4in around their 
waist (or every decade, regardless of 
how much exercise they did. 

Those who ran more still got guts. 
You see? U*s not my faulL It doesn't 
matter how much I cycle, jump or 
swim, my trousers wiD slip and my 
shins migrate from the inside to the 
outside for comfort The beer gut the 
jelly belly, male-patt^ obesity, call 
it what you will — it is a force of 
nature, unstoppable and inevitable. 

To whkdi 1 say: ‘Til have another 
couple of pints. Aen, thanks, and stay 
put 

“1 haven't read these reports." says 
Dr. Ken Fox. reader in exercise and 
public health at Exeter University, 
“but it is absolutely untrue that a 
patmch is unavoidable. 

“It is true that us men ^ older it is 
harder to keep the weight off, but 
wbo can say thtu if the joggers stud- 
ied hadn't run every week, their 
stomachs wouldn't be three times the 


size?" (Ah. Just the one pint then). 

Nobody seems to know exactly 
why we males develop this “ 2 ^e" 
sh^ as opposed to the pear shape 
present in women. “Itissotnohing 
of a mystery," admits Dr IGrstie 
Gibson, clinical services managgr of 
Bupa. '3ut the reascm for putting 
weight on with age is no mystery — 
peo^ tend to rKhioe their level of 
activity as tiiey get older and they de- 
themselves. Couple that a 
drop in metabolism, and you have 
the beginning of a weight problera” 

Fox gives me a brief anatomy of 
ray “androidal fat reserves": 'Tou 
have two ^pes of faL Subcutaneous 
fat the sort you can pinch an inch of. 
and the internal, or visceral fat 
which tends to accumulate around 
the liver and intestines. Males are 
particulariy ;aone to the latter. 

“If you don't keep the abckxninal 
muscles in top class, this can all sag 
forward, making not only the paunch 
worse, but creating a hoflow back 
and. therefore, back (xoblenis. It is 
also the most dangerous sort of fat” 

Gibson screes: “The evidence sug- 
gest that apple-shaped pec^le have 
a higher risk of heart attacks. The fat 
invdved seems to be metabolised 
differently from oormal subcuta- 
neous faL In fact the ratio of waist 
size of height is now being seen as a 
more sensitive indicatcH* of healdi- 
risk factors than the old body-mass 
index system." 

(Er... just tbe half then?) 

Gibson is also sure, however, that 
tbe gut can be beaten back. ‘Tbe 
benefits of exercise are more than 
just a change in shape: you halve 
your risk of heart attack acid have far 
less chance of developing bowel 
cancer, diabetes or blood-pressure 
disorders." 

By now. 1 was ready to uy to piece 
Tog^r the two halves of my gym 
membership card. But, instead, I 
called Dr. ^ul Williams. <»ie of tbe 
authors of the U.S. reporL and asked 
him for absolution from exercise. 

He demuncd. '■‘Well that isn't the 
message at all What we are sayiiig is 
that keeping up die same amount of 
. exercise throughout your life isn’t 
enou^. Instead of doing less exer^- 
' cise with age. you should increase h. 
If you are running 10 miles a week 
ag^ 20. then to keep tiie wdgbt off 
you have to run 20 n^es in your for- 
ties, which isn't excessive, it is about 
the average.” 

What if. like me, ywi run an aver- 
age of. say. zero miles a week? 

“The study clearly showed it was 
better to nm than not to run. The run- 
ners were leaner and had a lowerper- 
centage of body teL The tendency to 
increased girth is indisputable, but 


we would say you have to counter 
tins with some fbon of mcieased 
e.xeicise." 

Gxildn't I just diet? IMUiams 
laughed. “Many of the subjects actu- 
ally ale less as they got ol^, and if 
tii^ didn't increase tiieir running, 
they still put weight on." 

Damn it — m just take the 
tcxuc water. theiL 

So. if I am to shift tins blub- 
ber, have to work iL This, 
says Fox, is not an imp(^ 
sible target: ‘There is 
some limited evidence 
thaL in facL visceral faL 
the sort fcxmlng tiie 
bulk of many pauoKh- 
es, does react betm to 
exercise than subcu- i 
taneousfaL r 

“A paunch isn't 
inevita^" he adds. 

‘T run and I still 
have a 32in wmsL 
the same as in my 
twenties. It is a 
good guide — 
anddng sure you 
can get into the 
same pair of 
trousers every 
birthday." (Hey, Doc, 
you dra't krcw my 
friends. They would just 
sneer and say: “Kdn't 
you . wear these this 
time last year?') 

It doesn't hdw to be 
running, of course. The 
CUmsnt nf^TmnVilAl 

tions from the Health 
Education AuthoriQ^, 
according to -tiieir pfaysi 
cal-activity specialist Di 
Swontoo, are; “Half an hour 
of brisk exerdse five dm 
week. SomethiDg to get you 
out of breadL You don't have ro. 
nin — studies show that a bii^ 
walk brings sirralar benefits.” 

I can imagine a series of brisk 
walks will lower my blood pressure 
but, now it seol^ th^ like some 
form of adipose alien. I have a feel- 
ing that the sucker around my middle 
would take more than an increased 
qniog in my step to shift So I went 
to see David PlurnmerofthePersoiV’ 
al TrainiDg Centre in Fulham, who 
cast a gimlet eye over it and told me: 
'There is no real {^siological rea- 
son why you have gained fet 

“Your metaboli^- wUI have 
slowed by just a few per cent but as 
you got oldtf, ytw lifes^te changed 
You began to enje^ food and drink ^ 
the «ime time you became raore 
sedentary, nshed around less, and 
develops an imbalance between 
your energy ooming in and gdng 



Potassium may 

protect against stroke 


“Your body simply laid (town the 
e«ess energy as faL And being 
male, it went on your abdomen. It is 
what happens to most men — tbe 
exercise level stays tbe same or 
decreases, while tbe intake of calo- 
ries goes up." 

So how do 1 get rid of ii? “You 
hav% to make sure that the enei]^ 
expeixted outstrips the energy taken 
in. So that means aerobic exercise." 

Oh. DO, not the StoirMaster again. 

Yes. but what about those flat- 
stomach-Ln-30-secoDds nta garine 
articles 1 fall for every now and dien 
(30 secooc^ incidentally, is alw<^ 
tte time to read the sales blurb, not, 
unfortunately, the regime itself? 
"You cannot hot-spot fat reductuXL 
Yw lose It fiom aH over equally.” 


What about ray sit-up machine? 

“Sit-ups help because they are 
exercise, and once you've got rid of 
all the overiying fat they help create 
a six-pack stomach, txtt them- 
selves they will not shift that’' 

So? “W’ldtout a fijU assessrnent it is 
hard to lelL but I would ima^ne you 
are looking at something that will 
take many mmtiis, ma)^ longer, to 
shift It is not that tiieie is My rfaing 
special about the ftit involved Just 
t^ relative to the rest of tiie b^, 
dieie is so mudi of it That is why 
beer guts always seem to so hard to 
get rid of.”. 

Ah wen, 1 guess the only r unning i 
wiU be (toing for a udiile is running to 
fat 

' — The Suiidav Times 


Reuters 

PEOPLE WHO cat plenty of 
fixiits. vegetables arxl whole 
grains have a lower of 
Stn^ and their high potassi- 
um content expl^ nty, 
U.S. leseaicbera said cn 
Mond^. 

The findings add to a grow- 
ing body ^ evidence that 
vegetables, finxits and grains 
contain i m p i y ta i tf v itamins 
and minerals riiar can protect 
against a range of be^ dis- 
ease, including heart attacks, 
hi^ Wood pressure and 
clogged arteries. 

Now stroke is added to tbe 
list of diseases that plant 
foods can protect against 

‘The beneficial efiEect 
qipeara to be due to the high 
potassium cooteot of tfa^ 
di^ but other oompcRieDts of 
fruits and v^etaWes may also 
contribute to tbe reduced rislc 
of stroke," Albezto Asdierio 
of the Harvaril School of Pub- 
lic Healdi, vvbo led the study, 
said in a staiemenL 

Ascherio’s team studied 
nearly 44, (XX) men, part an 
on^^ legt^ survey r£ 
bealtii prc^sionals. 

Those who are the most 
potassium — they were in the 
top fifth di potassium intaire 
— had a 38 per cent lower 
risk of stroke than those in tiie 
bottom fifth, they wrote in a 
rqiort in the American Heart 
Assodadm's journal Qrcula- 
tion. 

A big pptasaum intake 
means 'a lot of vegetables by 
American standards — about 
sernngs ^ fruiis.and 
v^etables a day, compared 
four a in tiie groiq) 


that ate tbe least 

A ser^dng is about one 
medium fiidt or half a cup of 
cooked vegetable. 

Reds a lot of potassi- 
um include tomatoes, 
spinach, bananas and 
oanges. Two tomatoes and 
one serving of cooked 
^pnach provide about one 
gramme potasshnn." 
Asdiedosaid. 

Buits and vegetables are 
also high in magnesium and 
fiber and many are rich in esd- 
chim. 

“While die data do not 
prove 'a causal relationship, 
there is strong siqjport fa* a 
stroke-preveotive efiect from 
diets ddi in pexassium, mag- 
nesium and cereal fiber," 
Ascherio said. 

This was found to be par- 
ticulady true in individuals 
with tn^ blood pressure, fiff- 
iher suggesting tiiat 
potassium diets migh t be ben- 
eficial in tins segment of the 
population." Aseberio said 
men who were taking potassi- 
om supj^emems had a 60 per 
cent lower risk of sodee com- 
pared to men with hi^ blood 
pressure who were not laldng 
-.the supplements. Potassium 
Supplements are ofbm given 
to people on (jBuietics to help 
• r^lace the loss of the mineral 
in their urine. 

Research has shown people 
eat pleo^ of fruits, v^- 
etables and whole grains and 
- cut their intake of fat and meat 
can lower tbdr Uood pressure 
and reduce not only tbe risk of 
bean disease but also of some 

fttons of cancer. 
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CBJ annual report details Jordan’s 
‘97 economic, financial performance 


Jordan limes, Monday; 




By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — .fcooeniic 
growth in Jordan "m ■^3997 
fell below expectations — a 
leading cause of the “wors- 
ening" public finance per- 
fomiiince. the Central Bank 
ol Jordan's annual report 
inJicuted Sunday. 

The report said the gross 
domestic product (GDP;, 
based on fixed price, 
amounted to 2.2 per cent in 
1907 compared with a tar- 
geted growth rate of 5.0 per 
cent. 

The growth in 1997 was 
enhanced by the market 
activity in the “transport, 
storage, communications 
and manufacturing sectors." 
tlte 194-page report made 
available to the Jordan 
Times, .said. 

The performance ofother 
sectors in the past year was 
mttrked by moderate 
growth with the exception 
of the construcuon and 
agriculture .sectors. 

Despite these figures, 
there was a relative 
improvement in the rate of 
economic growth and per- 
formance of public finance 
during the previous year 
compared to the 1996 fig- 
ure. 


The report showed that 
the inflation rate declined 
to 3.0 per cent in 1997 
against 6.S per cent in the 
previous year, due to the 
“pruefent aggregate demand 
policy^..exchonge rate sta- 
bility of the dinar and 
decline in prices of imports 
this year." 

As a result the ratio of 
the budget deficit exclud- 
ing grants, to GDP rose to 
6.S per cent against the eco- 
nomic adjustment pro- 
gramme target of 3.1 per 
cent and 7.7 per cent in 

1996. the repon added. 

It said the deficit amount- 
ed to JD339 million in 

1997, a decrease of JD30.8 
million below 1996. 

‘The narrowing of the 
public deficit (excluding 
grants) in 1997 is attributed 
to tbe decrease in public 
expenditures by 2.S per 
cent compared with their 
level in 1996," the report 
said. 

“The slow-paced growth 
of public expenditures 
reflects primarily coutinued 
efforts to control food sub- 
sidies on the current expen- 
diture side which fell to 
half its level of the previous 
year,” it added. 

The report said that per 


capita income grew by 1.4 
per cent to reach JD1,087 
(SI.S33) a year. However, 
per capita income at con- 
stant ^ces declined by 1.3 
per cent compared to a 
decline of 2.7 per cent in 
1996. 

On the monetary and 
banking frooL tbe report 
said that among the features 
that characterised the eco- 
nomic growth in 1997 was 
the increase in the foreign 
reserves, S1.69 billion, 
enough to cover the King- 
dom's imports for a period 
of up to 5.4 months com- 
pared to 2.1 months in 
1996. 

Interest rates on dinar cer- 
tificates of deposit (CDs) 
issued by the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) dropped 
gradually since the middle 
of 1997 with the drop 
amounting to three per cent 
by the end of the year on 3 
and 6 months CDs to reach 
6.25 per cent and 6.50 per 
cent respectively compared 
with their level at the end of 
1996. 

Domestic liquidity in 
1997 grew by 7.8 per cent 
against a slight growth of 
0.3 per cent in the previous 
year, which played a major 
role in activating the 


demand for goods and ser- 
vices. 

While internal public debt 
dropped in 1997to JD914.2 
million, or 9.1 per cent 
below the 1996 level, exter- 
nal debt dropped by 
JD142.2 million, or 3.0 per 
cent below its 1996 level, to 
reach JD4.5S billion. 

The report said trading at 
the Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM) rose in 1997 by 
JD106.7 million, or 42.9 
per cent, to reach JD3SS.3 
millioa. The share price 
index in the A^*s organ- 
ised market rose by 10.2 
per cent, against a decline 
of 3.6 per cent in 1996. 

For the first time in eight 
years, die current account 
record a surplus of 
JD20.8 milli on agmnst a 
deficit of JD157.4 million 
in 1996. 

According to the CBJ fig- 
ures, the trade balance 
deficit recorded in 1997 
amounted to JD148.3 mil- 
lion, or 8.5 per cent below 
its 1996 level to reach 
JD160S million, or 32.1 per 
cent of GDP, resulting 6rom 
a decline in imports by 
JD13S.1 millioa, or 4.4 per. 
cent below their 1996 level, 
to reach JD2906.5 million. 


APEC ministers buy time on tariffs 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
APEC ministers achieved a 
last-ditch compromise on 
Sunday by deciding to refer 
a key trade liberalisation 
ni',.; ’ ■ ■ ■ (o dte World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
after an acrimonious row 
over the lifting of tarilfs. 

A last-ditch ministerial 
session, including the Unit- 
ed States, Japan and 
Malaysia, failed to clinch a 
concrete deal on fisheries 
and forestry products. 

Japan had refused 
adamantly (0 contemplate 
cutting tariffs immediately 
in the two sectors to . 
their political sensitivity at 
home. The United States 
insisted it musL or the 
whole deal would be .’Scup- 
pered. 

But the Japanese ■''were 
pleased with the outcome. 

a happy ending," 
<iaid Japan's Foreign Minis- 
ter Masahiko Komura after 
two days of ofteij acrimo- 
nious ministerial >«dks at 
the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) meet- 
ing. 

“We stood by the princi- 
ple of voluntarism." he said 
after the ministers agreed to 
pas’i the package of tariff 
cuts in nine trade sector.«: on 


to the World Trade Organi- 
sation with die intention of 
producing a bigger agree- 
ment by the end of 1999. 

The spat over the issue 
between the United States, 
backed by several Western 
nations, and Japan, which 
won considerable sympathy 
in Asia as ToWo prepared 
to unveil n S3() billion aid 
package for dte crisis- 
stricken region, was often 
heated. 

The debate was “fieree.** 
said Australian Deputy 
Prime Minister Tim Fisher. 
“A nuher difficult meeting,'* . 

Canadian International 
Trade Minister Sergio 
Morchi. 

What they did agree was 
that the entire package of 
t^^^uts on nine trade sec- 
'tohS’'w§Qld be passed imme- 
diately to the WTO in an 
effort to get many more 
countries to sign onto the 
deal by the end of next year. 

They also agreed that 
those APEC members 
which wanted to put their 
offers into practice right 
away were free to do so. 

But who would do what 
and when remained entirely 
unclear. 

"Each will comply with 
variou.s decree.*: to the com- 


mitments that have been 
made," said Thai Foreign 
Minister Surin Pitsuwan, 
declining to elaborate. 

Conference chairwoman 
Rafidah Aziz, the 
Malaysian trade tninister, 
told reporters it would all 
take too long to explain. 

Last year's Vancouver 
APEC meeting agreed to 
work on early tariff cuts 
that would open trade worth 
about S1.S trillion in nine 
sectors — environmental 
goods and services, fish and 
fish products, forest prod- 
ucts, medical equipment, 
energy, toys, telecommuru- 
cations, gems and jew- 
ellery. and chemicals. 

Washington had been 
insisting the 16 APEC 
members involv’ed should 
sign on for all nine sectors, 
but cutting tariffs on fishery 
and forest products would 
cause big political prob- 
lems for Japan's already 
weak ruling Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party. 

"So instead of plan A 
we've got plan B. And plan 
B is to move it into the 
WTO. Plan B is not as good 
as plan A. but it's better 
than no plan at all," said 
Marchi. 

Ministers were hoping to 


clinch a deal on the tariffs, 
or Early Voluntary Sectoral 
Liberalisatioa (EVSL), 
before the APEC sammit 
on ' Tuesday and Wednes- 
day. 

“The leaders, we let them 
down somewhat," Marchi 
said. 

But U.S. Trade Represen- 
tative Charlene Barshefsky 
was extremely upbeat on 
the deal. 

“One year ago we had 
nothing. Two days ago we 
had tbe real possiblity of 
having nothing. Obviously, 
the United States would 
have wished that Japan, as 
all tbe other countries, had 
agreed to cut tariffs now on 
fishery and forest prod- 
ucts." she said. 

“Now. along with 15- 
member economies, Japan 
has agreed aUL including 
tariff cuts and elimination 
in all nine sectors going to 
tbe WTO. Movement to the 
WTO, for the U.S., is the 
most critical elemenL" 

Opening the nine sectors 
would be a step towards 
APEC's plans to become 
tariff-free by 2010 in devel- 
oped economies and by 
2020 for less developed 
economies. 


Israeli consumer prices 
soar, ministers roar 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israeli consumer prices 
soared three per cent in 
October, their biggest 
monthly jump in 13 
years, pushisd by a drastic 
fall in the vsdue of the 
national currency against 
the dollar. 

The big jump in the 
consumer price index was 
announced Sunday, tbe 
same day the Bank of 
Israel hiked its discount 
rate by two per cent. 

It was the second such 
increase the bank has 
ordered in two weeks in a 
bid to rein in inflation and 
has sparked angry criti- 
cism of the government’s 
economic policies. 

The latest figures indi- 
cate that inflation for the 
year will be nine to 10 per 
cent compared to the 
government’s ta^et of 
4.5 per cent and is likely 
to nse further next year. 

According to figures 
released by tbe state sta- 
tistics office, consumer 
prices rose across the 
board but especially for 
io^orts and housing, 
which is denominated in 
dollars. 

The Israeli shekel has 
lost nedrly 1 1 per cent of 
its value against file dol- 
lar in recent weeks. 

The cabinet held a 
stormy debate Sunday on 
the likely impact of the 
bank's ti^t money policy 
on IsraePs already slow- 
ing economy. 

Trade and Industiy 
Minister Nathan Sharan- 
sky, Science Minister Sil- 
van Shalom and Labour 
Minister Eli Ylshai all 
sfaazply criticised the cen- 
tral bank's policies, warn- 
ing they would push 
unemployment from the 
current level of around 
nine per cent to 13 per 
cent in coming months. - 

“The Bank of Israel has 
brought the* economy to 
its current woeful state, 
200,0CX) unemployed per- 
sons, high inflation and 
deep recession. Now it’s 
time to review the poli- 
cy...,” Yishai said in a let- 
ter to Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
released by his office. 

The cabinet scheduled 
another session to discuss 
the economic crisis later 
in the week. 

Sharansky, whose Israel 
B'Aliya Party represents 
recent Russian-speaking 
immigrants and is the 
third largest grouping in 
the government, said he 
will not be able to vote 
for the J 999 budget if the 


current economic policy 
continues. 

“It is not possible to 
allow the governor of the 
Bank of Israel to cfic^ a 
policy to which ministers 
are opposed,” he said. 

The ministers called on 
Netanyahu to increase the 
inflation target included 
in the government's 1999 
budget from its current 
level of four per cent, 
saying tbe monetary and 
fiscal policies needed to 
honour the goal would 
create widespread eco- 
nomic hardship. 

Bank of Israel Governor 
Yaacov Frenkel defended 
his decision to increase 
interest rates as necess^ 
to prevent tbe Asian 
financial crisis from 
sp illin g over into Israel 
and smd his critics were 
sniping at him for politi- 
cal reasons. 

Frenkel said Sunday the 
government should not 
raise its 1999 inflation 
target despite renewed 
infUtionary pressure 
ignited by a depreciation 
of the shekel. 

“This is the govern- 
ment’s prerogative. My 
own view is that one 
should make all efforts 
not to retreat in tbe fight 
against inflation," 

Ironkel told Reuters. 

His comments came 
after Finance Minister 
Yaacov Neeman, 

responding to cabinet 
pressure, said earlier Sun- 
day he would evaluate 
raising the target to a 
range of four to six per 
cent from the current 4.0 
per cent goal for 1999. 

Frenkel said he viewed 
the current surge in con- 
sumer prices as imported 
but warned that Israel 
could not tolerate higher 
inflation as the pace of 
consumer price increases 
worldwide was declining. 

It was the world crisis • 
that shifted us away from 
four per cent inflation and 
there is no reason why 
policy should not aim and 
succeed in ensuring that 
this (recent) deviation is 
temporary,” he said. 

Frenkel defended his 
decision to raise lending 
rates sharply over the last 
two weeks, saying he 
aimed to send a “strong 
signal" that the bank 
would not tolerate the 
current surge in inflation 
from becoming a long- 
term phenomenon. 

The central bank raised 
its base lending rate 2.0 
percentage points late on 
Thursday in a surprise 


move less than two weeks 
after a similar hike. The 
base rate is now 13.5 per 

cent , . 

He said holding the line 
on prices was especially 
critical now because it 
would influence the 
stance of labour unions in 
wage talks and because 
parliament was deliberat- 
ing the 1999 budget. 

Although many econo- 
mists have said they 
expect the inflationary 
surge to be temporary due 
to slack consumer spend- 
ing, Frenkel expressed 
concern inflationary 
expectations in the bond 
market signalled other- 
wise. 

*Tbere is no question 
that under the conditions, 
of a slowdown, inflation- 
ary pressure in principle 
could be weaker and cre- 
ate an easier environment 
for fighting inflation. But 
the fact of the matter is 
that in a very short period 
of time inflationary 
expectations in the mar- 
ket have gone up,” he 
said. 

Frenkel said he was 
concerned the govern- 
ment’s 1999 spending 
package would have a 
tough time in parliament. 
Legislators have until the 
end of the year to pass the 
budget, which seeks to 
trim the deficit to 2.0 per 
cent of gross domestic 
product 

“There is always the 
danger the compromise 
will be that government 
spending will be diverted 
from pi^uctive activities 
towards transfer pay- 
ments and activities that 
are providing support for 
constituencies 01 various 
interest groups.” be said. 

• ^This danger is more’ 
prominent the closer one 
gets to an election peri-' 
od,” Frenkel added. 

Frenkel dismissed cri^ 
ics who said interest rates 
fluctu^ed too sharply and 
too frequently. 

He said his move of the 
last year, during which 
rates were cut a total of 
3.9 points through August 
and raised 4.0 points in 
October, reflect^ chang- 
ing economic condtions. 

“What has happened in 
the past two months has 
been the result of the 
world's financial shock,” 
he said. “This is not a zig- 
zag. but a responsible 
response to changing cir- 
cumstances." 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited 


by Wayne Robert WiBiams 


ACROSS 
1 Old-time Singer 
Edith 

5 Faded and duB 
9 Music statf 
signs 

1- Roman 
Catholic 
calendar 

15 Optimistic 

16 Skater Sonia - 

IT Den . 

1 6 Dad's sister 

19 Anxiety 

20 Enough, old- 
sr/ie 

21 Copperfieid's 
faitniess (rlend 

23 Fiasco 

25 Last ot cash? 

26 King ot Prance 

27 Takes charge 
ot 

31 Siatkin and 

Solti 

36 Tre-tac-toe win 

37 Hand gnp 
33 Shade 
39 Permit 

41 Music buys, 
briefly 

42 Prommer lomes 
44 Pnnter's line 

spacer 

47 Acted as guide 
46 Nest-egg S 

43 Ol school 
54 Managerial 

qualifittlion 
59 Whiskey spritz 

59 Pooped out 

60 Sawbucks 

61 Tootsies 

62 'Moil Flanders' 
author 

63 Bowling alley 
54 Office aide; 

• abbr. 

85 Reads quickly 

86 Serag/(o areas 
67 Nea-e network 

'' DOWN 

1 Propelled a 
punt 

2 Teheran 
resident 

3 Tijuana ta-ia 

4 Soccer 

' positions 
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By James E.Hinish 
Williamsburg, VA 

5 Extreme 

6 'haveied way 

7 Actor Ed 
6 Eight bits 

9 Type of beetle 

10 Lady of The 
Raven' 

1 1 Kin of a 
lidiograph: 
abbr. 

12 Closed hand 

13 Adam's 
youngest 

22 Jacob the 
j'oumalist 

24 du jour 

27 ^ Scott Case 
26 Neighbor of 
N.Mex. 

29 Captured 

30 Scatters seed 

31 Third of ML 

32 Yb Shoppe 

33 Shuttle grp, 

34 Hired muscle 

35 But of course. 
Pierre 

39 Sleeping 

40 Polaris 

42 Snarl and growl 


QQDQB ODEU3 OU hlL J 
DDiaD DUIZID 
□DOB BQDii Bmaoia 

ffiBEHaEHO QDlDnD 

EISDIO BOCim 
□ODD □□BEiS DQBIi 
□BQB [!□□[§ DBiaBCl 

QBElDaii 
BDQBBE] bqbdq 
DQQBID DBDD C3BDQ 
□□□□ QBDO BBDBB 
□ODD CiaiZID □QQQGi 

Bcaa EiaBB bdeihb 




to motivation tapfes.^-: 


THAT scramble 

by Heiwl Amol4?!“ 


Unscramble these four JurrWss, 
one lefrer 10 each square, to (brm 
four ordinary words. 


NACAL 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


SliSgl 

■iini 


rCKW TrtWM 


43 Sups by 

45 'Play II as II 

■ Lays' author 

46 Ryan and 
Cara 

49 In front 

50 Demagogue of 
87 B.C. 

51 BuilwinkJe, e.g. 


52 That IS ib say): 
Latin 

53 Hindu group 

54 Vbung guys 

55 Cunentor 
power, in brief 

56 -Romeo 

(Italian car) 

57 Town near Caen 
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^ Ohio entrepreneurs bring advertising to U.S. toilets 


d COLUMBUS, Ohio (AFP) 
* ^ Believing that toilet time 

should not go down the 
-two local entrepre- 
oeurs are installing comput- 
er screens above restroom 
urinals so that men can 
have something else to look 
at while heeding the call of 
oature. 

Xbe high-definidon LCD 
display panels give sports 
scores and schedules in real 
Qine. streaming by ticker- 
tape style under a local 
company's advertising. 
Spwts Screen Adveitising 
the brainchild of former 
Intel andCompuServe sales 
"'>5 e:(ecutive Kyle Mullins and 



' 'I 

'•f! • 
!I5-. 


financial consultant James 
Malcolm. 

The two — who hope to 
become number one in toi- 
let advertising — say they 
Came up with the idea over 
dnnks. 

‘‘Guys don't look around 
when using urinals. And 
they sure don’t talk to peo- 
ple." Mullins told AFP. 

After covertly observing 
chat men typically make 
three crips, of a minute 
each, to the restroom on an 
average night out, they fig- 
ured chat was long enough 
and often enough for them 
to be exposed to Sports 
Screen Advertising. 


‘They have to stand there 
and face straight ahead. 
They beg to look at some- 
thing other than the porce- 
lain,” Mullins said. "So 
they are eager to read 
what's on the screen." 

The two partners hope 
their idea will leave them 
flushed with success. 

They expect to place 
Sports Screen in 12 Colum- 
bus locations drawing at 
least 4,000 men each week. 

Sports Screen ads appear 
12 times each hour, and 
advertisers pay S150 a 
month. 

"The list of potential 
advertisers is very broad," 


said Malcolm. "Just about 
any male-oriented product 
that is upscale would be 
good for this type of adver- 
tising." 

Installation is simple and 
r^uires access to a phone 
line. 

Businesses with Sports 
Screen on their premises 
pay nothing for the service 
and get thr^ seconds every 
minute of their own ads. 

"The establishments that 
installed Sports Screen like 
the idea that they can adver- 
tise their food, drink and 
entertainment specials 
every minute," said 
Mullins. 


Reading in the toilet is 
nothing new. Nor is the 
commercial motive uncom- 
mon in public toilets. But 
the typical posterboard 
signs are easily be defaced 
or destroyed by ii^bnated 
visitors. 

By contrast. Sports 
Screen can withstand h^vy 
punishmenL its promoters 
say. 

The panners say they are 
getting calls from around 
the United Stares looking to 
license their product. 

.And if their idea makes a 
splash, they add, women's 
restrooms and bar entries 
may be nexr. 
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00 majors could invest $5 billion in Kuwait — minister 


irsij 


lCUWAir(R) — Foreign oil 
oiq'ors coiild invest more 
iban $5 billion to boost pro- 
duction from northern 
Kuwaiti fields. Kuwait Oil 
' Minister Sheikh Saud Nass- 
erAl Sabah, has said. 

But the mifllsrer again 
arcssed that Kuwait does 
i' "- not plan to foige production 
V.^jaring accords with foreign 
firms in violation of the 

■ ^ country’s constitution and 

ibai parliament's approval 
any deals would be 
^.:spugbL 

'tiE: The accords "are simply 
for osmg' technology of 
4. American and Eiropean 

■ £^iiiins...in producing oil. 

These finns (could^ invest 
, more than $5 billion to 
Ccr.. develop the northern fields 
and double their produc- 
.y’iiii. tioo,'* the minister said. 


Kuwait's plans to open up 
its stale-controlled domestic 
upstream operations to for- 
eign participation has trig- 
gered fresh concern in par- 
liament which is seeking a 
firmer hold on the country's 
natural resources. 

Last month leading 
Kuwaiti parliamentarians, 
led by Speaker Ahmad Ai 
Saadoun. presented a draft 
law aimed at controlling 
moves to open the oil sector 
to foreign firms, demanding 
a CTUci^ say in the major 
policy shift 

It seeks to oblige the gov- 
ernment not to sign d^s 
until after a law is issued 
"govemuig foreign invest- 
ment in oil fields, set state 
rights... .obligations by the 
foreign investor ...and the 
method of picking a foreign 


investor and the duration of 
the investment" 

But Sheikh Saud reiterated 
that Kuwait was only seek- 
ing operational accords with 
foreign firms, almost two 
decades after the tiny state 
fully nationalised its strate- 
oil sector. 

Deals with foreign firms 
"will not be concluded until 
after approval by the cabi- 
net parliament and the 
Supreme Petroleum Council 
(SPC)," the minister empha- 
sised. 

International hopes for a 
role in Kuwait's upstream 
operations, including oil 
Gelds close to the northern 
border with former occupier 
Iraq, were renewed last year 
when the SPC gave 
approval in principle to for- 
eign participation. 


The SPC is the counny's 
highest oil decision-making 
b<^y which is chaired by 
first deputy prime minister 
and foreign mirusrer sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al- Sabah. 

Sheikh Saud said that for- 
eign firms were needed in 
order to provide technology 
for meeting Kuwait's plans 
to raise daily production 
capacity to more than three 
m^ioQ barrels early in the 
next century from a current 
2.5 million barrels. 

At current production lev- 
els of Just under two million 
barrels per day, Kuwait's oil 
reserves, about 10 per cent 
of proven world reserves, 
could last it more ±an 100 
years. 

Production costs in 
Kuwait are under a Si a bar- 
rel. 


The minister said that 
under pending deals, a for- 
eign oil firm will have the 
ri^i to employ 30 per cent 
of its workforce in Kuwait 
from the company's country 
of oigin. 10 per ceiu of other 
foreigners and 60 per <rent 
Kuwaitis. 

"Tn return for every barrel 
produced, this l(<xeipt) firm 
will have a cut which will be 
decided according to the 
level of investment in tech- 
nology to produce the 
crude." be ad<^ 

Sheikh Saud also stressed 
tiiai foreign firms will have 
no hold on the country’s 
reserves or e.xport levels — 
a key ccviditirm for the 
OPEC member which often 
calls for full' compliance 
with OPEC productitm quo- 
tas. 
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iUQES: (Mandi 21 to Ajxil 
.19) Lodes like some difficulty 
with partnership and finances 
today. You want dungs to go 
one wty, and they ^)pear 10 be 
ddng just the opposite tuni. 
lly not to act impetuously, 
naimiog is the to your suc- 

cess. Jfs the key to everyone's. 
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By Linda C. Black-Tribune Media Services, Jnc. 


what you say, you'll be able to 
achieve your ends through 
□egpdatictiL * Thar should be 
your otgecdve, because it 
lodts like the (firect m^iod 
won't work yet Don't be 
tricked into tipping your hand 
too far. There's still a lot to be 
said for holding back just a lii- 


aaually: the pebon who does die most planning is likely to have tie, espedaUy where money is concerned, 

de most success. SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You’re under quite a 

TAURUS: (.^xil 20 to May 20) You'll notice a strong attraction bit of pressure today. It's some sort of papeiw'oik you were sup- 

iDapeisoD wiih-whom you is 

ftMnMXieTou ^ovelto h^, and hme:to love. Neither your ,codiedownonypub^:tiiDe.ODceyou'veg6titoutofdie way.: 
^^foe odierio get the bstiwoidiiPasskms.wiDfbe^idatse i'ifyou'U’BOtioe.diat^becoaMMptHiflrerpowr^^ ^ „y,H I 


dirou^ tbe next cou^e of days, so if you can manage to sched- 
ule some time for a very fxiv’ate discussion, do tisai 
G^ONL (May 21 to June 21) A con\'eTsatioo this morning 
could make >'OU forget Just about everything else. Knoydng that 
dead of rime, you nught want to avoid calU^ that spatial soroe- 
coe when you first w^ke up, or rolling cn'er and talking to him 
bee But don't wc^ too much about it Being late fw wock 
: 'n r: N isn't the worst thing in the world. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You'd like to call in sick today, 
klooks like you'd rather stay facxne and cudde with cbe one you 
love. Or somdiody at boi% may be under the weather, and 
-yni'd like to be able to fiiss over him or her. Whatever it is, do 
asmuch 'of it as possiUe today, whether you can take the day off 
orooL 

lEO: (July 22 to August 21) If there’s any infOTuatiem you 
need, a^'about h today. Tbe chances t^getting a straight answer 
ae better than th^ will be during the middle of the week, 
tidioi^'by the wedeend oondicioas shift again, and it'll be eas- 
in' to getdie imdL If you'd like a littie heal start, contact your 
ftvxxirue stoed {tigeoos now. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You’ve be^ m ite 
bnood to study, so why not talre advantage of that situanon while 
h lasts? Dm obvious rhino for you to focus that attention on is 

jour firiances. Whip those into shepe and write up a bud^ you 

^idL It’ll be time you want to spend on something else 
htec' 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 22) If you're careful about 


30^ 



SAGFITARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Looks lite 
friends need some anmtion, and ycm'ie willing to pnavide h. 
You'd radier go and play than take care of business, especially 
today. That’s because thm's some Edging cheve you’ve been 
avoiding. The bad news is that it’s going to get worse before it 
^ts betten Take care of it today, wl^e ^'ou're in a playful frame 
of mind. 

CAnUCORN: (December 22 to Januaiy 20) A persem in 
autiiciity doesn't seem to be able to m^ a deciaoo. You may 
have to tstiM control and dictate how h's gc^ to be. That would 
save time, and in tins case, time is mooev'. Get together with 
frieiids tius everting and plan an activit>' tim will do seme good 
in your neighbourhood. 

AQUARIUS: (Januaiy 21 to Febniaiy 19) Your heart isn't in 
your work tins nKKoing. You'd rather be Just about anywhere 
else. There’s an tuidioriiy figure intent cxi having tilings dene 
exaedy to spedficatiems. If you’re smart you'll go along. Don't 
even rhinlf about arguing. There's absdutely no petint in doing 
that until Thursday, at l^SL 

FISCIES: (Febtu^ 20 to March 20) Looks tike seme p^r- 
woiks is getting away fixm you. If you haven't looked through 
That stadTin a'while.you might be surprised to see biDs you f^- 
got you even had. Get those paid. Later on. cry sometiung unusu- 
al Get out for a romp in an unfamiliar neighbourhood, one 
you’ve always wanted to check oul It'll be fun and rejuvenating. 

Birth Stone ofNoveiiiben Topaz — Dger'sEye 


‘Creative’ 
industry 
generates 
£60b in 
Britain 

^ -Cre- 
ative" industri^. such as 
music, publishing and other 
arts, generate 60 billion 
pxHmds (SlOO billion) a year 
in revenues and have the 
potential to cie:^ M),000 
new joI» in dM oe;u three 
years, the government has 
s^d. 

The survey said tbe seciOT. 
ranging firm artists v> high- 
paid advertising meru 
already employs 1.4 million 
people, exporting 7.5 billion 
pounds (S12.4 billion) worth 
of gooc^ and services. 

Oilture Secretary Chris 
Smith said: '^tfa a growth 
rare of five per cenc the cre^ 
ative industries are generat- 
ing new jobs and rrew' wealtii 
for BritaiQ faster than any 
other part of the ecoiMMny.” 

The survey was the first 
major official s&Miy of the 
commerdal potentiiti of the 
creative irtdusmes. 


Markets need to embrace 
true credit culture — 
Standard and Poor’s 


MELBOURNE. Australia 
(AFP) — A true credit cul- 
ture that accepts sovereign 
defaults, bank fmlures and 
corporate bankruptcies as a 
part of the financial market- 
place needs to emerge, the 
president of imemational 
ratings agency Standard 
and Poor's said Monday. 

"Such a credit culture 
must be based on much 
more transparent financial 
systems," said Leo O'Neill 
also chief rating officer. 

He said the uncertain 
gJobaJ environment had 
forced instiTutions to seek 
new risk frameworks and 
lending practices which 
applied on a worldwide 
level. 

‘Markets, economies, 
investors are becoming 
interconnected and interde- 
pendent." he told a lun- 
cheon here. 

O'Neill said he had seen 
many tumultuous times and 
the present was clearly one 
of them. 

“In each of these crises 
there was a clear period of 
market turmoil charac- 
terised as a flight to quali- 


ty," he said. 

“And as we are currently 
mid-air in such a flight, it is 
important to recognise that 
as painful as they are. they 
are necessary ^riods of 
recalibrating the credit mar- 
kets' risk-reward ratio." he 
added. 

At the heart of the pain in 
markets around the world 
was the search for a new 
framework to pricing risk 
on a global basis. 

He said the frontline play- 
ers in the present crisis 
were not the development 
banks or the syndicated 
lenders, rather asset man- 
agers of high-yield bond 
and equity funds struggling 
to accommodate a whole- 
sale shift in investment sen- 
timent among a wide range 
of individual investors. 

The experience was 
teaching the world that cbe 
shift to a truly global mar- 
ket w as rockier than many 
expected. 

"That appears to be the 
nature of tbe shift and if 
you based your perceptions 
of progress on a snapshot 
impression it might seem 


that things are getting 
worse, not better," he said. 

"This is the wrong 
impression. All of us in the 
financial community need 
to remain engaged in this 
process toward more open 
markets characterised by 
transparency and the free 
flow of infortnation." he 
added. ' 

O'Neill said perhaps the 
most challenging in the cur- 
rent deliberations was the 
search for a financial archi- 
tecture which would bolster 
systemic confidence while 
allowing individual 

defaults and losses. 

He was glowing in his 
praise of the "soundness 
and efficiency of the Aus- 
tralian banking system." 

It has given comfort to 
investors amid the depreci- 
ation and volatility in the 
Australian dollar during 
1998. he said, adding that 
Australia's sound market 
fundamentals had made the 
country a standout in the 
Asian region over the last 
1 2 months. 


Russia looks to close 
up to half its banks 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia 
is looking to close up to half 
the counny's commercial 
banks as it simply does not 
have the cash to bail them 
out, a top Cennal Bank offi- 
cial has said. 

In the clearest indication 
yet of the extent of the fallout 
of Russia's financial melt- 
dov^n on its vuloerabie bank- 
ing sector. Central Bank 
Deputy' Chairman Andrei 
Kozlov said up to 720 out of 
1.500 commercial banks 
could be forced into bank- 
ruptcy. 

And as the desperate hunt 
for money to stave off out- 
right economic collapse in 
Moscow continued, the 
broke govenunent said it 
needed funds from Japan, 
from privatisations — and 
finom tte central bank itself to 
balance an increasingly lop- 
sided budget equation 
through tbe end of tbe year. 

Russia's banks have 
undoubtedly been the biggest 
losers of tte August rouble 
devaluation and debt default 
The currency slide left them 
exposed to huge forward 
contracts, while the default 
froze one of their key assets, 
short-term treasury bills. 

A panic-fuelled stampede 
by customers lunher reduced 
assets. 

Moreover, from Monday 
banks face D-day when a 
government-imposed 90-day 
moratorium on repaying 


loans taken out uith \l^stem 
banks expires. 

Kozlov said that against 
this backgnxind. tbe central 
bank was to approv’e a 
■sweeping reform of the bank- 
ing ^siem under which some 
2(% banks deemed key to 
regional and social needs 
would be helped at a cost of 
54 blUion roubles (S3.4 bU- 
lion). 

But some 720 banks with a 
thM of aU private deposit 
were beyond the pale, he 
added in comments to parlia- 
mentarians carried by Inter- 
fax. It would cost some 80 
billion roubles (S5.03 billion) 
to save these banks. 

"We don't have that 
money." Kozlov s^d. 

Bank Chairman Viktor 
Gerashchenko said later on 
Russian television that tbe 
central bank would not 
announce bank faUures one 
by one but altogether in one 
go at tbe end of November. 

"Many banks are small and 
not so importani for econom- 
ic develc^ment," be said, 
adding nonetheless that "we 
must maintain our own 
national Kinldng system." 

Die central bank has been 
pumpwg funds through larg- 
er commercial ba^ to 
ensure their survival in the 
brutal aftermath of the finan- 
cial crisis. Other big banks 
such as Inkombank and Bank 
Imperial have been allou'ed 
to collapse. 


But the central bank is also 
being petitioned by the gov- 
ernment for funds to help it 
parch up an increasingly 
threadbare budget and avoid 
tbe need for inflationary 
money-priming. 

The govemmeni has pen- 
cilled in a deficit of over 60 
billion roubles ($4 billion) 
but some experts say the 
actual shortfall could be 
twice the size. 

Finance Minister Mikhail 
Zadornov said that to fill the 
hole his ministry wanted the 
central bank to buy up some 
20 billion roubles of new 
government securities. 

Bank officials said, howev- 
er that IS billion roubles w'as 
all the central bank could 
afford. Its reserves shrunk by 
S200 million last week to 
S13.4 billion, while the Russ- 
ian currency has recently 
shown renewed signs of vul- 
nerability, slipping to IS. 93 
to the dollar from around 15 
earlier m the week. 

Zadornov also said that the 
yawning budget hole could 
be filled partly by an S800 
million loan tranche, which 
Jtqxmese officials say Tokyo 
may ach'ance by yeaf-encL 

Besides that, Moscow is 
still halting to rake in the 
$650 ir^on proceeds fimn 
the seil-off of a 2.5 per cent 
stake in gas giant Gazprom 
by year end. If tbe sale is suc- 
ce^ful. tbe money should 
land b>' Christmas Day. 
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DAJANl JEWELLERS CAPTURING THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE s 0^3“ 




Many villas and 
apartments for ' 
rent and sale 

Fumtshed& Unfurnished 

more information call: 
Alxloun Real Estate 

Vida Site is 
WHnv.abdoun.com.]o 


SrODiOJIAfG 

ProfessionMipttdify:^ 
1 hour sendee : ; 
Qeveiop your.oi^c^^ ^ 

^ our ^op aid jiet: 

^ JUtilfBO photo mzie 
30 % larger, ■ . 

* free, e/^gemem 
soxSOcm. .. 


Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Svfeifteh Tel: 822891 






..{RRVE SAFE AND SECURE 

London taxis 

DRIVERS 

:ScONO!T10NIN& 

..:HOBIETH£PHONES 


1^6379 

ANYHUE 






Qual ity Senrlced SaStes 

*One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped totcheneties wDafly & 
Long Stay *Rsa8onable Rates 


5tfa Circle 

m; 5692672 - Fax: 567455 1 
e-mil : oystaie gacoiajo 


D/PEtjMAr 


Rene 4 Car 



Ulhv deal with 
the bossies of 
upoiliAg for 
orldo??? 

Got your oom 
cor From tho 
D^>lefnot 


S 


bFOR 
IRENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNfiBEL 


S WEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 
« I S 864230 -5865167 

5510427 / 8 / 9 : 1__ Mobile: 079/537588_ 



Real Estate 








IN THIS 
CALL 


5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 




Hotel 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 



Fax: 5693337 



Vienna Cafe 

Feel at ease, while enjoying 
your Hubbly Bubbly. 


i|©ur 


“Now you can rent 
or buy offices 
with long-term financing” 

-oQ 

CWiiiMATB CENTER 

S^'oUjgiftiB j ±IJ D 

For further information Tel. 4645324/5. Fax 4645326 
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Kafelnikov beats Ivanisevic 
to win Kremlin Cup 


MOSCOW (AP) — 
Defending champion 

Yevgeny Kafelnikov of 
Russia beat CofM 
Ivanisevic in ihe SI. I mil- 
lion Kremlin Cup for his 
third title of the year 
Sunday. 7-6 (7-2). 7-6 (7-5). 

With the victory, 
Kafelnikov secured the 
eighth and final berth in the 
.ATP Tour World 
Championship, which will 
be played Nov. 24-29 in 
Hanover, Germany. 

Neither player managed to 
break in the first set. though 
Ivanisevic came close on 
the twelfth, ^^^th advantage 
at deuce, the Croatian 
dropped set point when he 
sent an overhand smash into 
the net. Kafelnikov then 
fired an ace and held with 
another powerful serv'e 
Ivanisevic couldn't return. 

In the tie-breaker. 
Ivanisevic, ranked No. 13 
on the .ATP tour, sent anoth- 
er ball into the net to go 
down 6-2. and Kafelnikov 
finished the set with a back- 
hand cross. 

The second set saw the 
capacity crowd of 18,(X)0 
grow more raucous as the 
Two players traded breaks 
on extremely quick 
Supreme carpet surface. 

Kafelnikov broke in the 
fourth game to go up 3-L. 
but Ivanisevic quickly 
broke back. Kafelnikov then 
broke again, holding his 
opponent to love to make it 
4-2. But Ivanisevic broke 
back yet again and went on 
to hold in the next game 
draw even at 4-4. 

The two then held into the 
lie breaker. Finally, World 
No. 8 Kafelnikov took 
advantage of a weak 








Goran Ivanisevic 

Ivanisevic second serve to 
go up 6-5 and followed with 
a powerful forehand volley 
to end the match. 

Ivanisevic had defeated 
Kafelnikov in the Kremlin 


Cup final in 1996. and beat 
him earlier this year in 
straight sets. 

The victory was 
Kafelnikov's had third title 
of the year. He won at the 


London Indoor in February 
and at Halle. Germany, in 
June. 

Kafelnikov earned 

SI 57/400 and 230 points in 
the win. 


Dugarry shoots Marseille to 8th successive win 


PARIS (AFP) — Chrisiophe 
Dugurry earned French league 
leaders Marseille a 1-0 home 
victor}' over reigning champi- 
ons Lens for their eighth con- 
secud\e win to widen the gap 
to four points at the top of thie 
table on Saturday. 

Marseille benefitted from a 
poor display by second-placed 
Bordeaax w'ho only managed 
a goalless draw ai home to 
third-from-bottom Sochoux. 
The E*arc Lescure crowd w-his- 
tied their displeasure at the end 
of the match. 

Third-placed Rennes, 
coached by former Paris 'Saint 
Germain defender Paul Le 
Guen. made no ground on the 
leading twa managing on 
unimprc.s.^ivc 0-0 draw at 
home to Lyon. 

Marseille welcomed back 
central defender Laurent Blanc 
into the side after he was rest- 
ed for the 3-2 win at Nancy on 
Tuesday. Striker Fabrizio 
Ravanelli. who has a slight toe 
injur}', uos also given a start- 
ing role, at the expense of 
home crowd favourite Tiii 
Camara. 

Juventus coach Marcello 
Lippi v^-as in the Stade 
Velodrome crowd, reportedly 
loivklng at Lens striker Tony 
Vairellc*^ and Ravanelli as pas- 
sible replacements for the 
injured Alessandro Del Piero. 

Eric Roy. hack after ihree 
weeks out with a leg injurv'. 
delivered a long boll from mid- 
field to Dugarry. who beat the 
olTsidc trap and flicked it past 
keeper Guillaume Warmuz 
with the ouLside of his right 
bool tn the 3 1 51 minute fcff the 
winner 

Lens were playing with just 
10 men when the goal vk-as 
scored as Eric Sykora was 
being treated on the side of the 
pitch. 

In the second half. Pascal 
Nouma of Len.s hit the cross- 
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Montpellier's Philippe Oelaye (R) fights for the ball against Auxerre's Gerald Baticle 
on the 14th day of the French D1 soccer championships in Montpellier. Montpellier 
won 3-0 (AFP photo) 


bar and moments later. 
Marseille's Rdien Pires was 
right through with only the 
keeper to hut soinehow 
Warmuz managed to block the 
ball away from point blank 
range. 

Coach RoUond CourbLs 
brought on midfielder Daniel 
Bravo for Ravanelli and 
Camara was also brought on 
for Dugan}’. 

Stephone Porato, now the 
undisputed number one keeper 
at Marseille following the 
departure of Germany's 
Andreas Kopke, hod u good 
match. 

Monaco suffered their fifth 
defeat of the sea.son as they 
slipped up 3- 1 ut Bastia. 

Bastia opened the scoring 


through Poland's Piotr 
Swierezewski in the 19th 
minute but Monaco pulled a 
goal bock after the break. 
Ludovic duly, racing into Ihe 
urea and fed by a cross from 
the lefL fired home at the far 
post in the S7th minute. 

But Bastia restored their lead 
four minutes later. Pierre 
Laurent fired over a cross from 
Ihe right and Croatian defend- 
er Muhamed Konjic clumsily 
chested the ball into Andre’s 
path. As he fell over back- 
wards. .Andre fired a left-foot- 
ed overhead kick into the net. 

Frederic Nee hit Bastia's 
third in the 73rd minute. 

Didier Thimoihee hit two 
goals in Montpellier's 3-0 vic- 
tory over .AtLxerre. finding the 


net in the closing seconds of 
the first half and hitting anoth- 
er from six metres out in the 
78th minute. 

Former Marseille and Pads 
Saint Germain striker Xavier 
Gravelainc scored the other 
goal with half an hour to go. 

Bruno Rodriguez with his 
back to goal, turned to lob 
Nantes keeper Mickacl 
Landteau to give Metz a I-O 
victoiy. Tony Cascarino. caQcd 
back to Nancy after not 
observing the five-day rule for 
intematioiia] maichas. scored 
the opener in tlKir 1-1 draw at 
Toulouse. Cascarino will now 
join up with the Republic of 
Ireland party for their 
rearranged Euro 2CXX) qualifier 
in Yugoslavia on Wednesday. 


Asian 
Games to 
showcase 
tennis 
to wider 
audience 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Thai 
sports authorities plan to 
use the Asian Games to 
showcase tennis, often 
regarded in the region as an 
exclusive pastime of the 
weatbly, officials said 
Sunday. 

Linesman and umpires 
will be used from across 
Asia to let officials e.xperi- 
ence the demands of top- 
level tennis. Games tennis 
tournament director 

Sathien Montkhongtham 
said. 

“This is the first time we 
have introduced such a 
concept in termis at the 
Asian level. It will help to 
upgrade the competition 
standard to the professional 
level,” he said. 

He said the decision to 
use the system, similar to 
one employed in the 
Olympics, was made dur- 
ing consultations with 
Asian Tennis Federation 
vice chairman • Nao 
Kawatei. 

In past Asian Games, line 
umpires and other officials 
were local people, 
explained Sathien, who is 
also vice president of the 
Lawn Tennis Association 
of Thailand. 

Apart from raising the 
standard of the game in 
Asia, the concept would 
help foster closer fnend- 
ship among nations, he 
added. 

All 1 7 tennis courts at the 
Muang Thong Thoni Sports 
Complex, one of the main 
complexes for the 13th 
Asian Games from 
December 6-20, have been 
prepared to international 
stj^hesmi, . . . 

TH^ tennis^oniattenl 
will run from December 8- 
18, with the players com- 
peting for a total of seven 
gold medals. 




I 'h. 


lioids coi 

.. . i..l Olyr 

- • . .i 

'.koni 
'i-j'n wor 


.;.,i and 


nandbail t< 


Athens 2004 planning 
well ahead of schedule 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Planning is well 
ahead of schedule for the 2004 
Olympic Games in Athens. Greek 
Culture Minister Evangelos 
Venizelos said here Sunday. 

“Preparations in Athens, six years 
before the games, is very good,” he 
said during a visit to meet Sydney 
Olympics Minister Michael Knight 
and officials from the Sydney 
Organising Committee for the 2000 
Olympic Games. 

"We have 75 per cent of the infra- 
structure ready. Six years before the 
Sydney Olympic Games, only 40 per 
cent of the whole project was 
ready.” 

Progress with the construction of- 
Athens' new international airport, 
due for completion in 2002, had 
been "absolutely according to 
schedule.” he sai(3. 

On the sensitive subject of the 
unsightly Omonia Square in the., 
city's, ..centre and whether it would 
! I cb^ge.' leading to^the Ganges, .he . 
said soon to be completed infra- 
structure projects should fix the 
problem. 

“Athens, not now, but in the per- 


spective of 2004 with the new riDg; 
road, with the new undergrooQd, 
with the new airport. I hope will bei 
much better,” he said. 

The biggest problem for Athens 
and Sydney was the management of 
time and control of the schedule. 

Venizelos said it was easy for t 
city to organise the Olympics, bo( 
only Greece was able to provide the 
historical and cultural components. 

"It’s easier to organise the financ- 
ing of the Olympic Games, it’s very 
easy to organise the broadcasting 
system or the telecommunicatiom 
infrastructure.” he said. 

“The problem is to organise a new 
ideology about Olympism, aboatthe 
■ Olyifripit 'movement, 'tfEfoAt’ Ani-OamL- -An 
..and social ephesion. Without com- 
municating a political message and 
communicating with the public os a 
global level, it's not possible.” 
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Steam leaves for 0 


McEnroe rallies past Borg in glimpse of past 


GOREN BRiDGi 


"HOWBSHiaiF 

UWAHtffiSCH 


^V)VrER.«rTOttFEKI.V BRIDGE 


ZAGREB (AP) — John 
McEnroe restored the old 
days for a moment, 
tantrums and all, rallying 
from a first-set loss to beat 
former nemesis Bjorn 
Borg 6-7 (7-5), 6-4, 10-3 
at an ATP Senior tour 
event Saturday. 

As in their days on the 
regular ATP Tour, the two 
old foes entertained the 
audience and McEnroe 
reverted to his ranting 
ways, throwing a racket, 
shouting and arguing with 
the umpire, protesting a 
serve ruled an ace. 

At one point, he even 
appealed to Croatian 
President Franjo Tudjmon. 
who as a tennis fan sat in 
the audience, for a close 
line call. 

Borg jumped out to a 4- 1 
lead before McEnroe ral- 
lied to even the first set. 
Borg again jumped ahead 
6-3 in the tiebreok and 
won the set. 

McEnroe recovered in 
the second set and then 
won the “super tiebreak,” 
winning the first eight 
points before cruising to 
victory. 

In the other Croup A 
mutch in the round-robin 
competition. Mats 

Wilander had unexpected- 
ly tough lime before over- 
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U.S. tennis veteran John McEnroe returns a ball to Bjorn Boi^ of Swed» during i 
the second day of ATP Senior Tour of Champions' match in Zagreb. Tennis veter*® •' < 

like John McEnroe, Bjorn Boi^, Henri Laconte^ Mats Wilander and others 'i;. 

ing part in the charity tournament for UNICEF r.AFP photo) " 


coming Iranian Munsour 
Bohrami. 5-7. 6-4, 10-6. 

In Group B. Guy Forget 
of France 'defeated 
Guillermo Vilas of 
Argentina. 6-2, 6-3. 


PHILADELPHIA a' V PHILADELPHIA 


Lawrence Fishbunic <£ 
Sam Neill .. in 


Julia Roberts dc 
Richard Gere .. in 


EVENT HORIZON || PRETTY WOMAN 


Shows: 12:30.3:30. 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:.30. 6:15. 
8:30. lOJO 


CINE.MA TLL:56VV2.ik 

PLAZA 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDIATTHE 

AMERICAN 

UNIVERSITY 


Shows: 12;30. 5:30.6:30. 
8:30. 10:30 


CINEMA TEL:S677420 

CONCORD 


! DEEP IMPACT 

I Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00. 8:15,10:30 

I 

CONCORD •3- 

j MORTAL COMBAT 

Shows: 3:30,5:30 , 


GALLERIA 1 

^ 

ABDOUN 

www.crj.com.jo/Galleria 
Antonio Banderas .. in 

THE MASK OF 
ZORRO 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


Henri Leconte and 
Croatian Goran Prpic 
fought a tough match 
before the Frenchman pre- 
vailed 7-6 (7-5), 7-5. 

Wilander face.x McEnroe 
on Sunday, while Borg 

■lA ■ 5934.793 


plays against Bahr^**- j 
Leconte wfll .free 
and Prpic will plsy.;^^^ 
ForgeL 
Winners of 
matches will 
finals on Monday. 
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Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
^AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 
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LOCAL SPORTS CORNER 



Special Olympics holds course 

AMMAN — The Special Olympics for ±e 
Handicapped in conjunction with the Jordan Special 
Olympics Sunday launched a basketball training 
course for mentally handicapped women, which aims 
at activating the spon among Arab women. Deputising 
for HRH Prince Ra‘ad Ben ^id. Khaled Majali, head 
of the department of youth at the Ministry of Culture 
and Youth opened the five-day course which included 
participants from Lebanon. Syria. Palestine. Iraq, 
Morroco. Sudan. Bahrain. Tunisia and Algeria. 

Egypt's Ahli win handball tournament 

AMMAN — Egypt's Al Ahli won the Arab Handball 
Champion Clubs Tournament which was held under 
the patronage of HRH Princess Sumaya. The seven 
teams taking part in the 20th men's championship 
included Saudi Arabia's AI Ahli who came second 
Qatar's Qatar Club third. Jordan's Ai Ahli fourth. Al 
Ahli and Al Jazireb of the United Arab Emirates came 
fifth and sixth and Jordan's Al Salt seventh. 
Titleholders. Egypt's Sporting, in addition to runner- 
up Egypt's AJ ZamaJek were absenu Algeria's 
Mawloudiah woo the seven-team 2nd championship 
for women. Titleholders Tunisia's Jameyat al Sahel 
came second, Samouhah of Egypt third. Egypt's Al 
Ahli fourth. Syria's Al Itdhad Al Halabi Fifth, Jordan's 
AI Orthodox] sixth and Jordan's champions Hartha 
seventh. 

Karate team in Cyprus 

AMMAN — The Kingdom's karate team has arrived 
in Cyprus to participate in its International Karate 
Championship after team concluded a training in 
Greece. Syria, Lebanon. Cyprus and Greece are par- 
ticipating in the event. A similar team started a three- 
day training camp in Aqaba in preparation for the 
Asian Games which will be held in Bangkok Dec. 6- 
20 . 

Athletics team leaves for Qatar 

AMMAN — The country's athletics team left for 
Qatar to hold a three-week training camp in conjunc- 
tion with the Qatari Federation as part of the team's 
preparations for the Asian Games, which will be held 
in Bangkok Dec. 6*20, and next summer's Aug. 15-31 
Pan-Arab Games which will be held in Amman. 

Compiled by Ahmad Kiuitib 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SKAfUF 
& TANNAH HRSCH 
e*t9f Tttao McA fmm IB 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDCE QUIZ 

Q. 1 - Both vulnerable, as South aAQJ9TS4 •9QS ITS 
you hold: Your nght-hond opponent upene 

the b;dding with one disunond. 

«J75 7AJ6 '>KJ9S «A104 What do you bid now? 


The biddini; has proceeded: 

sounr WEST north ea?t 

Iv Pan 17 P«»4 

? 

What do you bid nme? 

A - You have the choice ot two 
luipleo^^nt altcmalivcs — rai&uic 
partner's ffliunr with only ihrvo- 
cord support or rcbidding one no 
trump without u real stopper in one 
nr the unbid suits. With no nifTing 
vaIiio. wp prefer one no trump .At 
le>iu that gives .tn uccurute pirturo 
ofyour diaijibuliun oiid siren^rih. 

Q. 2 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*Q4 <?AQ4 VI074 3 2 AJ8 7 

r.-irtncr opens the bidding with one 
nn trump. What do vnu rpspiinrT’ 

I 

I A - Ifyour no-trump range is 15- 
17. deurly you hnve to bo content 
I with un inviubonal raise to two no 
trump. Even if you ploy lA-ld no 
irumpD. your weak live-card suit 
:ind seeondaxy honnrM. Nome of 
which might not he wnrkiiif;. utir- 
r.inl enuUoiL Bid two no trump. 

Q. 3 - Both viJncrable. Dii South 
tiiu hold: 

1 O.AQ9 710843 :-43S AAK6 

{ I ’.irtner opens the hidding with one 
'■liih. What do you respond'' 

A - Clearly, the viilue bid IS Live nn 
trump. buL to Uike Uut ictiea with- 
out a sure slappcr in either red suit 
IS unthinluihli!. Yihi h.iee j four- 
cjnl miti^r and, Ihnugh it is weuh 
and your h.*ind is sqiiniv. there is no 
reiL<oa aot to show ii. Bid oac 
heiin. 

Q. 4 - Eiit-Wcs( vuliieralilf. .1. 


A • You have a hand that does not 
have much in defease, but on 
olTenM should ddiver sec tricks 
with spades as trumps. Tell part- 
ner this by making the jump over^ 
call of three spjdn. You need more 
defense to bid just one spude. 

5 - Neither vulnerable. a.s 
South you hold; 

OAKS3 7QJ074 .;J0 *KQ74 

The bidding has proceeded' 

SOUTH WEtn* NORTH EA9T 

I* Iv 17 U 

i^Ttut do you bid now? 

A - In support ofheiirts.your hand 
valuer to some 18 puintr. Since 
partner should huve at least 8 and 
a roanoiuble suit for the free bid. 
you should have eaough for gnme. 
Bid four hearts. TIwm who play 
splinter bids can show their single- 
ton by jumping to four djamonds. 
but with h^ opponents in the auc- 
tion, hinting at sliun with only one 
occ IS not recommended. 

Q. 8 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold; 

OJ9394 7A43 tVoid OA K J 7 6 

The bidding ha.H proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

17 PaNH IB Pam 

2v Pom 7 

\Miat do you bid now'.' 

A • There i» no reasao why you 
should not continue dpNcnhe your 
hand. Bid thne clulei nnw. then 
raisr hearu later, with o jump 
.ihiiuld the auchun ment it. 


Roma take over 2nd place 


ROME (AP) — It may have 
been a ebangmg of the guard. 

Young AS Roma con- 
trolled the action, scored late 
in each half and generally 
seemed the more poised club 
Sunday as it beat Juventus of 
Turin 2-0 to take over second 
place from the two-time 
defending Italian League 
champions. 

BoA Roma and Juventus 
are just one point behind 
Sene A lead^ Horentina, 
which went down to a 4-2 
loss at Piacenza in a match 
that featured three of the 
day's eight penalty kicks. 

Roma’s collection of 
young, swift players (Totti is 
23. Candela 25) who fit well 
into Czech coach Zdeoek 
Zeman's attack-frrst philoso- 
phy has now beaten both 
Fiorendna and Juventus diis 
season. The capital's club 
looks enable of making a 
run at its flist league title 
since in 15 years. 

There were extenuating 
circumstances for Juventus, 
though. 

Coach Marcello Lippi, 
serving a one-game suspen- 
sion for yelling at the referee 
last weeiL watched the game 
from the stands. And more 
si gnifican tly, it was the 
team's first game since star 
striker Alessandro Del Piero 


went down with what is like- 
ly to be a season-ending knee 
injury. 

Ftorentina (6-0-3) has no 
such excuse. 

The league’s best attack 
was simply outscored by 
lOth-place Hacenza, the only 
all-Italian Sene A club. Paolo 
Cristallini broke a 2-2 half- 
time tie with a header in the 
53th minute, and Giampiero 
Hovani added a late, insur- 
ance goal for Piacenza. 

Ftorentina has 18 points, 
Roma (which owns the 
league’s best goal diffeiendal 
of plus-9) and Juventus 17, 
and AC Parma — which beat 
Udinese 4-1 as Argentine 
striker Heman Crespo had a 
hat-trick — is fourth with 16. 

Elsewhere Sunday. French 
striker Youri DJoikaefF hit 
two penalty kicks in the first 
half to lift Intemaaonale of 
Milan past Sampdoiia of 
Genoa 3-0; last-place 
Venezia stunned Italian Cup 
holder Lazio of Rome 2-0: 
Giuseppe Signori’s hat-trick 
led Bologna past Vicenza 4- 
0: Marco Di Vaio scored 
twice to lead Saleroitana past 
Perugia 2-0. and Arturo Di 
Napoli’s double gave Empoli 
a 2- 1 win over Cagliari. 


Al Aynaoui in final 

SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — Francisco Clavet of Sp^ and 
Younes Al Aynaoui of Morroco both scored straight-set 
victories Saturday and advanced to the fmal of the 
$320,000 Chevrolet Cup. 

Al Aynaoui defeated Felix Mantilla of Spain 6-4, 6~4 in a 
match played under a scorching sun at the San Carlos sta- 
dium in the Santiago's Andes foothills. 

Later, Clavet rode the cheers of the local fans over Juan 
Antonio Marin of Costa Rica 6-2, 7-5. 

The crowd was clearly partisan for Clavet after Marin 
upset local hero Marcelo Rios in the quarterinals Friday. 

The defeat not only eliminated Rios from his hometown 
tournament for the first time, but also detrailed his hopes of 
recovering the No. I ATP Tour ranking this week. 

All Africa Games to be used 
for Olympic qualifying 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — The 7th All Africa Games to 
be staged in South Africa next year wiU be used by 10 
sporting codes as Olympic qualification events, a senior 
African sports offical smd Sunday. 

.Association of National Olympic Committees of Africa 
r ANOCA) president Jean Claude Ganga told a press con- 
I'crence here this arrangement would prevent duplication 
and save money for the continent's sports bodies. 

Ganga was responding to a question of why the Supreme 
Council for Spon in Africa (SCSA) had opted for 19 sports 
ctKles at the 1999 Games when it had been suggested — by 
Ganga himself — after the chaotic Harare Games in 1995 
ihut the event be limited to 10 or 12 codes. 

Ganga said it had been decided to host 19 sporting codes 
:iN many countries in Africa would next year in any case be 
lorced to stage Olympic qualifying events. 

"Gradually the All Africa Games are becoming qualify- 
ing events for the Olympic Games." Ganga said through an 
interpreter. 

“V/e will do everything in our power to ensure that, at the 
next Games in Nigeria (in 2003) even more sporting codes 
are able to qualify." he added. , 

Officials revealed at the press conference, held on the 
sidelines of a two-day SCSA planning meeting for the 
September 10-19 Games, that some 5.0(W to 6,(X)0 athletes 
are expected to attend. 

Dan Moyo. chairman of the All Africa Games’ sports 
commission, which is facilitating the programme for the 
event, said an in loco inspection Saturday of venues ear- 
marked for next year's meeting had left SCSA officials 
"very .satisfied." 

"There are only a few arrangements still to be made," 
Moyo told the press conference. 

Many of the events, he added, would be staged in Soweto 
block township, where existing facilities would be upgrad- 
ed to Games standard. 

"We must empower the communities that are hosting the 
Games so that they see they are benefitting from these 
Games." Moyo said. 

The operational costs of sta^g the event, he added, 
were e.stimated at around 107 million rand ($18.6 million). 

Of this, the South African government had committed 40 
million rand ($6.9 million), while the private sector had 
already come up with 30 million rand ($5.2 million). 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Gilmour wins Nippon Cup 

HAYAMA. Japan (AFP) — Peter Gilmour of Au.siralia 
skippered Japan's Pizza-La sailing team to vicioiy in the 
Nippon Cup world yachting match race championship on 
Sunday. The team overcame a slow start to win the. first 
two races in a best-of-three battle against a French crew 
skippered by Bertrand Pace on the final day at Hayama 
j marina, near Tokyo. Gilmour and three other Japanese 
crew were the members of Nippon Challenge, which will 
I take port in the 2000 America's Cup ro be held off 
Auckland. New Zealand. 

Pantani delighted with ’99 Italy Tour 

MIL.AN (AFP) — Reigning Tour of Italy champion Marco 
Pantani was delighted with the unveiling of the 1999 
course here on Saturday to make up for his disappointment 
over the 1999 Tour de France route. The 28-year-old 
climber, who al.so won this year's Tour de France, will 
have five mountain finishes but only face 76km in time-tri- 


als. which is his major weakness. Pantani, nicknamed ‘D 
Pirata' because of his shaved head, earring and colourful 
bandanas, said the route suited him very well. The news 
makes up for Paotani's disappointment nine days ago over 
the Tour de France route wUch be believed had too many 
time-trials and he hinted he might not defend his title. 

Shearer doubtful for England 

LONDON (AFP) — Newcastle striker Alan Shearer looks 
certain to miss England’s midweek friendly against the 
Czech Republic at Wembley after damaging a hamstring 
on Saturday. Shearer failed to reappear for the second-half 
of Newcastle's 1-1 draw with Sheffield Wednesday at Si 
James* Park, and manager Ruud Gullit later revealed that 
his chances of turning out for his country on Wednesday 
are slim. “If be couldn't play here he can’t play for 
England." GuIUt said" And in a further blow to Hoddle’s 
plans. Manchester United star Paul Scholes also pulled a 
hamstring and is doubtful for England altiiough he scored 
twice in United's 3-2 victory over Blackburn Rovers. 


Graf storms into final 
at Advanta Championships 


PHILADELPHIA (AFP) — 
Germany's Steffi Graf con- 
tinued her mastery of 
Nathalie Tauziat Saturday 
as she mo>^ into her sec- 
ond straight final at the 
$450,000 Advanta 

Championships. 

Graf, who defeated 
Tauziat to win in Leipzig 
last week, needed just over 
an hour to dispose of the 
sixth-seeded French woman 
6-1, 6-4. 

With the victory, Graf 
improved to 21-0 lifetime 
wi&out losing a set against 
TauziaL 

Graf, 29, will take a nine- 
match winning streak into 


Sunday's final, where she 
will meet world number one 
and top seed Lindsay 
Davenport 

Davenport downed fifth- 
seeded Monica Seles 6-3. 6- 
3 in an all-American semi- 
final. 

She will be gunning for 
her 106th singles title — 
tops among active players 
— and third in only her 12th 
tournament of an injury- 
filled season, 

Graf, who came back 
from wrist surgery last 
week, gained the 16th and 
final spot at next week's 
season-ending Chase 

Championships following 


Venus Williams' withdraw- 
al. Graf's other title tfais 
year came in August in New 
Haven, ConnecticuL . 

The top-seeded 

Davenport, last year's run- 
ner-up in Pl^adelphia. 
earned a semi-final berth 
Friday b>' rallying for a 
three-set victory over 
American qualifier Amy 
Frazier. Seles, the fifth seed 
and 1991 champion, lost 
only one game in her victo- 
ry over Natasha Zvereva of 
Belarus. 

Davenport 22, has won a 
WTA Tour-leaiUng six tides 
this year, including a victo- 
ry over Hingis in the U.S. 


Open final for- her first 
Grand Slam singles tide. 
Entering this week, she led 
the Swiss teenager by only 
266 points in the rankings. 

Davenport has reached the 
fmal of three of her last four 
tournaments, including a 
victory at the European 
Championships in Zurich in 
her most recent event. 

Seles also has fared well 
recently, reaching the final 
of her last two tournaments. 
She won the Princess Cup 
in Japan and lost to Mary 
Pierce in the final of the 
Ladies Kremlin Cup. 


Matthaus 

tells 

media and 
Bayern 
to forget 
his age 

COLOGNE (AFP) — 
Lothar Matthaus will make 
another comeback to the 
German national team 
a gains t Holland next week 
but is annoyed about con- 
stant sniping whether he is 
even go^ enough to still 
be playing professional 
football at the age of 37. 

The veteran libero, who 
captained Germany to the 
World Cup in 1990 and 
broke the record for ^pear- 
■ances in World Cup finals 
matches this year, fought 
his way back into Bayern 
Munich’s side this month 
after a hamstring tear and is 
still as good a player in 
defence as be ever was. 

But the issue of his age 
reftises to disqipear. 

‘I’m 37 — I know that 
myself and it's written 
often enough in the media. I 
don't need to make sure by 
looking in my passport or 
in the newspaper. There's 
no problem from my side. 
If I become a burden then 
talk to me openly,” he said. 

Bayern coach Ottmar 
Hitzfeld raised the issue a 
week ago in an interview 
with a Swiss newspaper. 

“When the time comes 
that another player is better 
than Matthaus in his posi- 
tion then 1 will have to take 
the appropriate action”, he 
told the Zurich paper 
‘Sport* 

But diat doesn't mean the 
time has come already. 
Matthaus signed a new two 
year contract over the sum- 
mer under the advice of 
Bayern's powerful presi- 
.dent and his good ffiend 
Franz Beckenbauer. That 
runs until June 30th 2000, a 
frill season and a half away. 

“I've always said I’m the 
last person who insists on 
fulfilling contracts. If I 
become a burden for the 
team then the trainer or 
management should speak 
to me openly. 

“I'm ready any time \q 
clear the way. It should be 
done behind closed doors 
though and not in tte 
media, hammered out like 
real men, the same way we 
did with my contract," be 
added. 

Matthaus believes the 
media are playing a leading 
role in what he sees as a 
conspiracy to edge him ouL 
He claims that reports of a 
power struggle between 
himself and Stefan 
Eftenberg and Mario Basler 
to be top dog are pure fic- 
tion. 

“We’ve got some differ- 
ing views but that’s nor- 
maL" Matthaus said. 

“We have shared some 
harsh words but none of us 
holds a grudge. This thing 
about being boss in the 
team is always played up in 
the media. They need their 
stories and Bayern Munich 
has enough players who are 
suitable for such stories." 
he added. 
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Akakios Kakiasvilis of Greece in action to take the dean and jerk gold medal of 
the men’s 94 kg category at the World Weightlifting Championships in Lahti. 
Finland (AFP photo) 


Bayern fail to impress, stay top 


COLOGNE (AFP) - Two 
second half goals gave 
Bayern Munich a 2-0 vic- 
tory over Stuttgart on 
Saturday, their 10th win 
in 12 matches, to keep the 
Bavarians top of the 
Bundesliga. 

The extra rest that the 
players had gained from 
having their midweek 
match against Borussia 
Monchengladbach post- 
poned appeared to have 
had an adverse effect as 
their star line-up pro- 
duced a lethargic perfor- 
mance. 

‘That surprised me," 
Bayern ‘keeper Oliver 
Kaim said. 

"I thought we would 
push forward more in the 
first-half and be a bit 
fresher but that's got 
more to do with the oppo- 
sition. When they play 
well and stay tight then 
it’s not so easy," he 
added. 

Bayern finally woke up 
three minutes into the 
second-half when mid- 
fielder Steffen Effenberg 
scored following a quick- 
ly taken throw in. 

"We should have gone 
ahead earlier — and 
extended our lead soon- 
er," Bayern coach Ottmar 
Hitzfeld said. 

There were several curi- 
ous refereeing decisions 
— a 33rd minute Giovane 
Elber goal was adjudged 
offside against his former 
club and Stuttgart's Timo 
Rost ought to have been 
sent off for a bad foul — 
but none stranger than the 
one involving Frank 


Verlaat. 

The Stuttgart captain 
was shown the red card 
for pulling down Lothar 
Mactiiaus late in the 
game. However, Verlaat 
never left the pitch as the 
referee overruled his 
decision when a linesman 
indicated he had already 
stopped play a split sec- 
ond beforehand because 
Elber was offside. 

Iranian star Ali Daei 
capped Bayern's win in 
the 90th minute, the home 
side's second goal and 
26th home win over 
Stuttgart in their last 27 
encounters. 

“1 have to congratulate 
the team, it was a good 
perfonnance.” Stuttgart 
coach Vfinfried Sch^er 
said. 

“We tried everything. 
Two mistakes and two 
goals, that was it. A pity." 
he added. 

Borussia Dortmund ^so ' 
put in an unimpressive 
performance but were 
still good enough to beat 
Schalke 04 3-0 and sur- 
prised many by announc- 
ing after the game that 
their former Brazilian 
international Julio Cesar 
is coming back. 

The 35-year-old defend- 
er. who starred for Brazil 
back in the 1986 World 


Cup, was one of 
Borussia's most influen- 
tial players in their gold- 
en years when they won 
successive Bundesliga 
titles in 1995 and 1996 
and the 1997 European 
Cup. ' 

Cesar spent much of last 
season sidelined with 
knee problems and left 
Dortmund in June after 
four successful years 
because he was hofnesick. 

But things failed to 
work out at his new club 
Botafogo. 

“It's tough to say no 
when a player like Julio 
Cesar wants to come 
back," Dortmund's man- 
ager Michael Meier said. 

“We have signed a per- 
formance related contract 
with him whereby he is 
paid according to the 
number of games he 
plays." he added. 

Cesar’s returo should 
mark the end of Alfred 
Nijhuis. the Dutch 
defender who was bought 
from Duisburg to replace 
him. However, Nijhuis 
responded in style by 
scoring the opening goal 
pushing Dortmund up to 
sixth. 

“I guessed it would hap- 
pen. Football is a really 
tough business," Nijhuis 
said. 





DELUXE VILLA 
FumishBd or unfurnished 
For more information call: 


j; 5^11730 — Mobile: 0798^395^29 


Unter konighlicher Schirmherrschaft 
aus AnIaB des Geburtsfags seiner Majesty Konig Hussein 
und des Staatsbesuchs des Prasidenten der Bundesrepublik 

Deutschland, 

Prof. Dr. Roman Herzog 
geben 

das Stabsmusikkorps der Bundeswehr und 
die Militarkapelle der jordanischen Strertkrafte 
ein gemeinsames Konzert 
am Dienstag, den 17. November 1998 urn 20:00 Uhr 
im Palace of Culture, King Hussein Sports City. 

Der Eintritt 1st frei. 




12 News 


Jordan Hmes, Monday, November 16, 1998 


Israel shows withdrawal 
maps to W. Bank settlers 



TEL AVIV (AFPJ — Israeli 
ministers jxiesemed mops for 
proposed troop withdrawals 
from the West fiank to Jewish 
settler leaders Sunday but 
only heightened the militants' 
opposition to the pullbacks 
required under the Wye peace 
accord. 

FoUowiijg a heated, three^ 
hour meeting with Defence 
Minister Yil^ak Moidechai 
and other members of a cabi- 
net committee." the set- 
tlers accused the nationalist 
government and ruling Likud 
Pany of forcing them to aban- 
don their homes. 

“The Likud government is 
creating a Palestinian state 
and forcing us out of our 
homes." said Benny Kasriel. a 
leader of the Council of 
Jewish settlers in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

'The maps presented to us 
today force us to abandon our 
homes in at least two areas, in 
the soudiem part of Mount 
Hetwon and in the northern 
part of Samaria." Kasriel said, 
using the Jewish term for the 
northern Bank. 


Under the Wye rgreement 
signed in Washfrgton on Ocl 
23. Israel is to transfer an 
additional 13 per cent of the 
West Bank now under its 
exclusive control to frill or 
partial Palestinian rule and 
withdraw completely from 
another 14 per cent of the ter- 
ritory now under joint rai- 
trol. 

In exchange for the pull- 
backs. due to begin this week 
and be phased over three 
months, the Palesdnians ate to 
cany' out a parallel crackdown 
aim^ at baiting anti-Israel 
violence by oj^josition mili- 
tants. 

Israel has not made its with- 
draw'al maps public, or pK- 
senied -them officially to the 
Palestinians, although Israeli 
press reports say the pullback 
wiD involve scattered areas of 
land, three per cent of which 
will be declared a "namie 
reserve" where building will 
be prohibited. 

Israel radio reported Sunday 
that the plan also involved the 
dismantling of three army out- 
posts in the West Bank. 


Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu also discri^ed the 
pullback plan Sunday with the 
two ministers from the polid- 
cal party of the settlement 
movement, the National 
Religious Party INRP). 

The NRP. which accounts 
for nine of the ruling coali- 
tion's 61 seats in die 120- 
member paiiioment. fiercely 
opposes the further West 
Bank withdrawals. 

The NRP leadership is due 
to meet later Sunday to decide 
if the party will back a bill cur- 
rently in partiamenc to call 
new elections. 

The party's backing for the 
bill will virtually ensure its 
passage and force elections to 
be moved up frcxn their 
scheduled date in the year 
2000 to early next year. 

The Israeli with^wal was 
oiginally scheduled to begin 
on Nov. 16 but has been post- 
poned until ai least the e^ of 
die week so the Knesset can 
ratify the accord. 

The vote, virtually certain to 
apfRove the deal, is scheduled 
fOT Tuesday evening. 







Israeli soldiers point their gnns as they rush after stone-throwers on Sunday. Israeli troops clashed vviA stone- 
throwing Palestinian demonstrators protesting n gaingt Israeli confiscation of the West Bank lands to bnild roads 
for Jewish settlements, witnesses said (Reuters photo) 


Turkey warns against granting asylum to Ocalan 


ANKARA (AP) — 'Hirkey 
stented up the pressure on 
Italy for the extradition of 
captured Kurdish rebel leader 
Abdullah Ocalan, warning 
Sunday that granting him asy- 
lum would amount to “open- 
ing doors to terrorisra." 

In Rome, 1,500 Kurds 
massed for a second day of 
demonstrations outside the 
military hospital where 
Ocalan is believed to be held 
under tight security. Kurds 
arrived tom Germany and 
France to show solidarity 
with the rebel leader. A 
Kurdish group stopped at 
Rome's airport launched a 
hunger strike. 

If Italy sends Ocalan back 
to Turkey. '1tc‘U be tortured 
for certain." said Oino 
FrisuUo, an Italian supporter 
among the singing, chanting 
Kurds outside the military 
hospital. "And very possibly 
he'll be killed." 


Ocalan was arrested 
Thursday at the Rome airport 
as soon as he stepped off a 
plane from Moscow, where 
' he had sought asylum after 
fleeing his hideout in Syria. 

He leads the outiawed 
Kurdish Labour Party. PfOC 
which has been fighting for 
Kurdish autonomy in south- 
eastern Turkey since 1 984. 
The conflict h^ killed nearly 
37,000 people. 

Turkey considers Ocalan a 
terrorist and Its most-wanted 
criminal. 

"If Western European 
nations open their arms [to the 
rebels] they will be taking oa 
this great terrorisra problem," 
Deputy Premier Bulenc 
Ecevii told reporters in 
Ankara. 

'"If Italy continues to show 
the tolerance it showed yes- 
terday. it will be opening its 
doors to terrorism," Ecevit 
added, referring to Italy's han- 


dling of brawls dial broke out 
among the Kurdish dem<Mi- 
strators in Rome on Saturday. 

The protests wrere peaceful 
Sunday. 0:alan faces the 
death penalty in Turkey, a fact 
that has heightened opposi- 
tion in Italy to his extraction. 
Although there have been no 
executions in Turkey since 
1984. Italy has coosistendy 
refused to extradite anyone ^ 
diere were even a risk of 
ital punishmenL 

Foreign Minister Ismail 
Cero left for Rome on Sunday 
to attend a meeting of 
European defence and foreign 
mmisters. saying he would 
teU Italian Foreign Minister 
Lambetto Dini that "we 
expect a serious and fair 
aRKoach." 

He criticised an Italian 
Justice Minis^ ofticiaL who 
reportedly said Italy w'ould 
deny . Turkey's extradition 
request. 


'To announce the results of 
an extradition trial diat has not 
yet even begun does not go 
hand in ha^ with justice," 
Cem told repoiters before 
departing. 

fo Istanbul, Turkish inmates 
at a prison took an Italian pris- 
oner hostage to increase pres- 
sure for Oman's extradititm. 

Meiiis (xison oSiciais said 
the Jail Erector was tal Ving to 
the inmate captors. 

Ocalan, a political science 
dn^XHit tom Ankara 
University, founded die 
Marxist-ini^ired PKK • in 
1978. He turned (he 
toward armed struggle in 
1984, fuiding wide supprat 
among poor Kurds in. .the 
under-developed soudieasL 
llie Turidsh army claims to 
have all but vrip^ out the 
PKK within Tuikey but the 
rebels have havens in Iran, 
Syria, and Iraq and die fight- 
ing continues. 


Hizbollah attacks 
Israeli positions 


MARJAYOUN (AP) — 
Lebanese resistance fired 
rockets and mortars Sunday 
at Israeli positions in south- 
ern Lebanon along the bor- 
der with the Jewish state, 
Lebanese security officials 
said. 

A statement by Hizbollah 
fighters said the morning 
attacks were in response to 
daily Israeli air attacks on 
South Lebanon for the past 
week. 

It said the guerrillas uuget- 
ed 1 1 outposts belonging lo 
Israeli troops and their South 
Lebanon Anny militia allies 
In the central and we.stem 


sectors of an Israeli-occupied 
enclave in South Lebanon. 

Hizbollah and the security 
officials, speaking on cus- 
tomary condition of 
anonymity, said the targets 
included military positions 
in the Lebanese village of 
Blati and Abbad. both about 
500 metres north of 4he 
Israeli border. 

An Israeli army 
spokesman in occupied 
Jerusalem said the guei^la 
.shelling damaged an Israeli 
post in the western sector of 
the enclave but that none of 
the shells overshot the bor- 
der. 


Syria made sweeping 
concessions to Turkey 


(Continued from page 1) 

“Syria will not allow PKK 
members to use its country 
for transit to third counnics." 
the agreement says. 

Moreover "Syria will not 
allow the supply of weapons, 
logistical material, financial 
support to and propaganda 
activities of the PKK on its 
territor)'," it says. 

As reported in Ankara, 
Damascus also undertook to 
provide lists of PKK militants 
It said were being held in 
S>Tia. 

"Their lists have been pre- 
pared — Syria presented 
these lists to the Turkish 
side." the agreement said. 

To monitor implementation 
of the agreement Damascus 
agreed ro set up a '‘direct 
phone link" between top 
securit>' officials and to add 
“two special representatives" 
to (heir respective embassies. 

Syria also agreed to give 
uigent coasideration to a 
Turkish propvisuJ in "establish 
a .system tluu will enable the 


monitoring of the security- 
enhancing measures and their 
effectiveness." 

A Tuikish delegation visit- 
ed Damascus late lust month 
to discuss the agreement's 
implementation. SANA said 
only that "the tivo sides reaf- 
firmed their concern over 
implementing the clauses" of 
the security agreement. 

Syria also agreed to use its 
influence in Lebanon, where 
it maintains 35.000 troops 
and e.sercises enormous con- 
trol over political life, to 
secure adoption of the accord 
by Beirut as well. 

‘The Turidsh and Syrian 
sides, contingent upon 
obtaining Lebanon's consent, 
have a^eed to take up the 
Issue of the combat agatoi 
PKK terrerism in a tripartite 
framework," the agreement 
said. 

The agreement also pays 
equal tribute to the mediation 
efforts of Tehran and Cairo — 
at the time more weight was 
gi\en to ilie role of Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. 


Turkish ecologists 
block Bosporus in 
anti-tankers protest 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkish environmental 
groups briefly halted traffic 
across the Bosporus at 
Istanbul on Sunday in 
protest at tankers that use 
the narrow strait to haul oil 
to Europe. Anatolia new's 
agency reported. 

About 40 organisations 
took part in the demonstra- 
tion. in which vessels 
formed a chain across the 
channel, displaying banners 
with slogans such as 
‘Turkey's straits are not an 
oil pipeline." and "no to 
oil." it said. 

The demonstration ended 
without incident 

Around 60 million tonnes 
of oil are shipped through 
Turkish straits every year, 
and Turkey fears it is only a 
matter of time before there 
is a major accident 
It is pushing for a $4 bil- 
lion pipeline to be built 
from Baku, the capital of 
oil-rich Azerbaijan, to the 
Mediterranean port of 
Ceyhan in southern Turkey. 


American oil companies 
ore against this on cost 
grounds, preferring cheaper 
options of pipelines to .the 
Black Sea ports of 
Novorossisk in Russia and 
Supsa in Georgia. 

11131 would still require 
tanker shuttles to get the 
product to industrialised 
raarkeis. 

Turkey says that this 
would cause a tripling of oil 
traffic through the 
Bosporus, the narrow chan- 
nel between European and 
Asian Turkey. It has threat-' 
ened to boycott oil from 
Azerbaijan and limit oil 
tanker traffic through the 
Bosporus and Dardanelles if 
the Baku-Ceyhan route is . 
not selected. 

The final decision, expect- 
ed next month, depentte on 
the necommendation of the 
Azerbaijani International 
Operating ComfKiny 

(AIOC). a consortium of 11 
oil majors working with the 
Azerb^jani state compa- 
ny SOCAR. 


Israel bars Palestinian political 
meeting |n Arab east Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli police 
closed down a theatre in 
Anti) east Jerusalem and 
stationed men around the 
building to prevent 
Palestinian activists from 
holding a political meeting 
on Sunday. 

Police posted a closure 
notice early Sunday morn- 
ing on the door of the 
Hakawati theatre, where 
members of Yasser Arafat's 
Fateh movement tom 
Jerusalem had been due to 
hold their first conference. 

The activists met instead 
in Ramaliah where Arafat 
gave a fiery speech warning 
tiiat Palestinians* "riOes are 
ready" to defend their goal 
of making Jerusalem the 
capital of a future indepen- 
dent state. 

Police said the Fateh 
members bad planned to 
bold a local leadership 
election in what amounted 
to an official function of the 
Palestinian National 

Autiiority in violation of 
interim peace agreements 


which bar activities by the 
authority in east Jerusalem. 

“Police served managers 
of the theatre with an order 
signed by the public securi- 
ty minister preventing Fateh 
members from holding an 
election of the Palestinian 
National Authori^,’* said 
police spokeswoman Linda 
Menuhin. 

“Such political activities 
by the Palestinian National 
Authori^ in Jerusalem are 
prohibit^ under the Israeli- 
Palestmian peace agree- 
ments.'* she said. 

The Fateh conference had 
been timed to 9 o(n 9 j[de yyitb 
the anniversaiy of a 19^8 
PLO “declaration of inde- 
pendence" made by the 
body in Algiers. 

Tte symbolic declaration, 
issued during the intifada 
uprising against Israeli 
occupation in tbe West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, said 
tbe capital of tbe Palestinian 
homeland would be 
Jerusalem. 

Israel occupied east 
Jerusalem in 1967 and ille- 


gally annexed it as part of 
the “eternal capitaT of the 
Jewrish state idthough the 
annexation has not been 
recognised by the iniema- 
dona) communi^. 

The Palestinians hope to 
make Arab east Jerusalem 
the capital of an indepen- 
dent state of their own and 
the future of the sector is to 
be decided throu^ negotia- 
tions on a pennaneat 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
agieemenL 

Arafat renewed vows over 
tbe -weekend - » usilaterBlly 
(^eclare.f JR»Iegtipiw,..slate- 
hood ih May 1999, ^en 
interim peace accords with 
Israel expire. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu reaffirmed on 
Sunday that Israel would 
view such a move as a de 
facto cancellatioo of tbe 
peace accords and his 
spokesman said one result 
would be the annexation by 
Israel of some occupied 
lands. 


New kidnappings, killings 
reported in Algeria 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Four 
people, including a local 
government official, were 
ludnapped in strife-tom 
Algeria and one of the 
victims was later found 
dead in a bumt-out car, a 
newspaper reported 

Sunday. 

The four were seized 
Thuraday in Kadiria. 80 
kilometres east of the cap- 
ital Algiers, the daily Sawt 
Al Ahrar reported. 

it said the body of one of 
the victims was later 
found near Jijel. 300 kilo- 
metres east of Algiers, 
along with the official's 
burnt out car. 

In tbe same region, a 
member of an armed 
Islamic group was lulled 
and anotiier injured when 
a bomb exploded,- the 
daily Demain I'Algerie 
reported, without giving a 


date. 

It said attacks by armed 
Islamic groups were 
increasing in the Jijel 
region, believed to be 
controlled by tbe Islamic 
Salvation Anny. a braneb 
of the outlaw^ Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), 
.which declared a ceasefire 
on Oct. 1. 1997. 

A community guard was 
killed and another injured 
in a clash with Islamists 
near Boumerdes, 50 kilo- 
metres east of Algiers, tbe 
Nouvelle Republique * 

reported Sunday. 

El Watan said two mem- 
bers of an armed Islamic 
group were killed Friday 
by security forces near 
Mascara, 350 kilemetres 
southwest of the-c^ital. 

Islamist activist groups 
have been fighting the 
Algerian government 


since January i992 when 
the military' intervened to 
cancel tbe second round 
of elections which the FIS 
was poised to win. 

'More than 60,000, peo- 
ple have died in the con- 
-flict, according to interna- 
.tional ^timates. 

Tbe latest killings takes 
tbe death toll to more il^ 
-30 in the past week.-- 

Seventeen people, 
izteludmg eight children, 
.were massacred 

Wednesday ■ in - . an 
pverni^t attack by sus- 
pected Islamist rebels at 
Mdussa Abdul Rahmane, 
a remote village in the 
western prefecture of Ain 
Defla. An eighteenth vic- 
tim died Jater of injuries, 
Al Moudjahid and Liberte 
reported Sunday. 


Arafat: ‘Our weapons are ready’ for statehood 


(Continued from page 1) tate the movemOTt of the 


Noting Arafat's renewed 
threats to declare a state, 
Netanyahu told reporters 
that a final settlement should 
be reached in negotiations, 
and Arafat's threats were 
undermining the Wye agree- 
ment. 

'This endangers the entire 
Oslo agreement and casts a 
very d^ shadow over the 
Wye agreement, as well," he 
said. 

“I suggest the Palestinian 
Authority and its leadership 
refrain from these kind of 
statements in order to facili- 


peace process. 

Netanyahu aide David 
Bar-Hlan said Israel would 
incorporate areas under its 
control,' such as Jewish set- 
tlements and array bases, in 
response to any attempts to 
declare stateho^ unilateral- 

ly- 

Speaking in a radio 
address brtxidcast Sunday, 
Arafat sought to allay Israeli 
fears of ttn independent 
Palestinian state, saying it 
will be the ‘bridge of love 
and peace." 

In a 30-minute hroudcasi 
on the official Voice of 


Palestine, Arafat coupled his 
appeal with a wanting to 
Islamists and their support- 
ers in the Arab World that he 
would DOt tolerate interfer- 
ence. 

“We are not going to allow 
anyone to attack our dream 
and R> destroy our 
Palestiman national project." 
he said, adding anti-ls^l 
attacks now would provide 
Israel with ait excuse to back 
out of the agreement to hand 
over land. 

Arafat made a similar 
threat to establish a 
Piilcsiiniun state at u rally in 
the West Bunk town of 


N^lus on Saturday, the 
tenth anniversary of his dec- 
laration of independence for 
Palestinians. 

Following attacks attrib- 
uted to Islamists on-an Israeli 
school bus and a Jemsalem 
market, tbe time table for 
implementing tbe iand-for- 
security accord has been 
delayed 

Bar-Olan said Netaoy^u 
called Arafat and told him 
there would be a delay 
because of what has 
peued since the Wye summit 
last month and the need for 
approval by the Israeli 
Knesset, which open.s u two- 


day debate on Monday. 

‘There wlU be a few days 
delay in the witbttowal of 
the Israeli troops tom 
areas," Bar-man told The 
'Associated Press. 

- He added tiiat die first 
^oup of Palestinian prison- 
ers would be set free about 
the time Israel carries out a 
witiidrawal tom two per 
cent of the West Bank 

Jewish settlers got their 
first look at official of 
tbe planned withdrawal on 
'Sunday in a meeting with the • 
four-member cabinet team 
overseeing the draj^g of 
the maps.' 




A whole town 
chases pigs 

USBON (AP) — 
Portuguese . pig farmers 
forced police to bring 
home the bacon Saturday, 
releasing dozens of piglets 
in a central square to 
demand an increase in 
goveniznent aid. Farmers 
set the squealing pigs 
loose outside the agricul- 
ture ministry at dawn. 
Police chased them across 
the large Praca do 
Comercio square, local 
media reports said. 
Hrefighteis were called in 
to assist Local people 
joined the chase, loading 
the squirming anim als into 
their cars. Roast piglet is a 
popular, but expensive 
dish in Portugal. 

Chelsea coach Rix 
faces under-age 
sex charge 

LONDON (R) — Fonner 
England soccer interna- 
tional Graham Rix will 
appear in a London court 
next month charged wiffi 
havii^ sex with a minor 
and indecently assaulting 
her on three occasions, 
police said on Sunday. 
Rix, 41. a fonner Arsenal 
player who won 17 caps in 
his internationa] career, is 
now a coach at Premier 
League club Qielsea. A 
police spokesman said Rix 
was accused of uiJawfiil 
iniercourse with a girl 
under the age of 16, the 
age of heterosexual con- 
sent in Britain, in February 
and of indecently assault- 
ing the same person twice 
in January once in 
February. 


‘Eating turkey 
is a murder’ 

Ids (AP) — 

Joaquin Phoenix won't be 
serving druunsticks at his 
Thanksgiving dinner table. 
Phoenix, a strict vegetari- 
an, appears in a new TV 
commercial for the activist 
group People for the 
Ethical Treatment c*.'' 
Animals, trying to con 
vince Americans that eat- 
ing turkey is murder, fn the 
commercial. nioenix, 
whose latest film is “Clay 
Pigeons." is shown on a 
supermarket shopping 
spree and tbe sight of a 
tozen turitey display 
prompts him to call PETA 
for vegetarian recipes. 

Young British 
portrayed as liberal 

LONDON (R) — Britain's 
“Millennial Generation” 
— young people who will 
be around the age of 21 at 
the turn of the century — 
want to be millionaires an^., 
'believe that detemtinatioa s 
is a better pre-requisite for- 
success than privilege or 
connections. A snapshot 
survey of young Britons 
portrayed them as liberal 
and willing to take risks 
yet still with their sights 
fixed on a happy marriage 
with children. 

Greg Kinnear 
loses spot light 
due to gel 

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Greg Kinnear says his hw 
help^ get him his first 
movie foie but may hav^ 
prevented him from land- 
ing a spot on MTV. The- 
Oscar-nominaied actor for' 
“As Good As it Gets” tells 
Redbook magazine in its- 
December issue he caught 
tile eye of director Sydney 
Pollack while hosting tbe 
cable television pro- 
grainine ‘Talk Soup." 
Pollack apparently liked, 
tbe way Kinnear oaade fun^. 
of his own hair ^ invited'?' 
him to audition for^ 
“Sabrina.” T’m proof that^ 
good' accidents haj^r' 
sometime." But Ills hair^ 
may also have cost him ar 
MTV veejay slot- “This, 
was back in the ‘80& so' 
let's just'^y there might 
have bedn a little neon and 
maybe Just a dollop of 
get,'*-Kinnear said. 




